
 
 
 
 

 
May 12, 2011 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
I am writing to inform you of an action recently approved by a majority of Presbyteries in the PC(USA) 
which I believe will mark a turning point in the history of the Presbyterian Church.  On Tuesday, May 
10th, the deciding presbytery vote was cast in favor of what is known as amendment 10-A.  Ironically, 
our own Presbytery of New Harmony voted that morning to defeat Amendment 10-A by a vote of 72 
against and 28 for.   
 
For nearly two thousand years, the issue of human sexuality was not an issue in the Church. However, in 
the late 1970’s a movement began to loosen our sexual understanding and to specifically condone the 
practice of homosexuality. In 1978, the Church answered this issue with an “Authoritative Interpreta-
tion” (known in 1978 as Definitive Guidance which is linked for your review) which states: 

To be an ordained officer is to be a human instrument touched by divine powers but still an 
earthen vessel. As portrayed in Scripture, the officers set before the church and community an 
example of piety, love, service, and moral integrity.  Officers are not free from repeated expres-
sions of sin.  Neither are members and officers free to adopt a lifestyle of conscious, continuing, 
and unresisted sin in any area of their lives. For the church to ordain a self-affirming, practic-
ing homosexual person to ministry would be to act in contradiction to its charter and calling in 
Scripture, setting in motion both within the church and society serious contradictions to the will 
of Christ. (para.36) 

 
In 1996, this position was strengthened by the addition of G-6.0106b into the Book of Order.  
G-6.0106b states: 

Those who are called to office in the church are to lead a life in obedience to Scripture and in 
conformity to the historic confessional standards of the church. Among these standards is the 
requirement to live either in fidelity within the covenant of marriage between a man and a wom-
an (W- 4.9001), or chastity in singleness. Persons refusing to repent of any self-acknowledged 
practice which the confessions call sin shall not be ordained and/or installed as deacons, elders, 
or ministers of the Word and Sacrament.  

 
This addition addressed both heterosexual and homosexual concerns and reaffirmed the Presbyterian 
Churches position that marriage is between a man and a woman. Since its adoption in 1996, there have 
been four attempts to remove this standard from the constitution and all attempts were defeated.   
Amendment 10-A, did not delete G-6.0106b, but changed the wording in such a way as to allow local 
governing bodies the right to determine who is eligible for ordination.   
 
Amendment 10-A states: 

Standards for ordained service reflect the church’s desire to submit joyfully to the Lordship of 
Jesus Christ in all aspects of life (G-1.0000). The governing body responsible for ordination 
and/or installation (G.14.0240; G-14.0450) shall examine each candidate’s calling, gifts, prepa-
ration, and suitability for the responsibilities of office. The examination shall include, but not be 
limited to, a determination of the candidate’s ability and commitment to fulfill all requirements 
as expressed in the constitutional questions for ordination and installation (W-4.4003). Govern-
ing bodies shall be guided by Scripture and the confessions in applying standards to individual 
candidates. 
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This standard will go into effect July 11, 2011.  A careful reading of this new standard will reveal that 
the phrase “obedience to Scripture” has been removed and the requirement of church officers “to live 
either in fidelity within the covenant of marriage between a man and a woman (W- 4.9001), or chastity 
in singleness” is removed.  The result of this change is that any national standard for the prohibition of 
ordaining people who are sexually active outside of  marriage, including those living a homosexual life-
style have been removed.  It also allows local governing bodies to determine what their standards for 
ordination will be.   
 
It is important to understand that “we have all sinned and fallen short of the glory of God” and that all 
are welcome in the Church.  However, Scripture is clear that those who are ordained to leadership in the 
Church are held to a higher standard.  Sadly, this new ordination standard was designed to remove any 
mention of sexual ethic from our Book of Order.   The Session of First Presbyterian has long affirmed 
the ordination standards of G-6.0106b and believes this is a radical departure from the historic standards 
of our Christian faith.   
 
So, how do we respond?  Throughout the history of the Church, there have been times of confusion and 
turmoil as God’s people seek to be faithful.  I believe we are in one of those times.  While this recent 
action is troubling to many in the Church, I want you to know that God is in control and First Presbyteri-
an Florence is not alone in this journey.   
 
In January of this year, a number of senior pastors from some of the largest PC(USA) congregations pro-
duced a “White Paper” which calls for congregations concerned about our denomination to begin a con-
versation focused on the future direction of our denomination.  A national gathering will be held in Min-
neapolis, August 25-27, and First Presbyterian will be represented and fully engaged in this discussion.  
We are also involved in a similar gathering on May 18th in Columbia where S.C. pastors, elders and 
presbytery executives are gathering to begin this discernment process.    We will update our 
“Denominational Issues” link on our website as additional information comes forth and provide re-
sources to keep you better informed.   
 
Please know that God is in control!  Exciting things are happening on our campus and in the ministries 
of First Presbyterian.   Our standards have not changed!  While the passage of this amendment has creat-
ed a challenge, there is no doubt that God is faithful and God will guide His people through this time of 
turmoil.     
 
Please be in prayer for our denomination and for us a congregation as we seek to be faithful to the call of 
God upon our lives.  
 
 
In HIS service, 
 
 
 
 
Barry Jenkins 
 
 
May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through.  May your whole spirit, soul and 
body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  The one who calls you is faithful and he 
will do it. Brothers, pray for us. (1 Thess. 5:23-25) 
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