Resolution of the Session of First Presbyterian Church
Florence, S.C.

September 26, 2006

Whereas the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) has standards for ordination to church office in the Form of Government; and

Whereas the church has judged each of these standards necessary for good and sufficient reasons; and

Whereas the 217th General Assembly (2006) has issued an Authoritative Interpretation of G-6.0108, to the effect that ordaining bodies may decide whether a departure from one or more of our Constitutional standards touches something essential in our faith and polity. 

Therefore, be it resolved that it is the policy of the Session of First Presbyterian Church, Florence, S.C. that all of the standards for ordination and installation to church office in the Book of Order are essential, including the requirement that deacons, elders, and ministers “live either in fidelity within the covenant of marriage between a man and a woman or in chastity in singleness” (G-6.0106b), and we neither offer nor accept any scruple about or exception to them.

