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Session Resolution: “Three Vital Affirmations”

First Presbyterian Church, Florence, South Carolina

August 28, 2001

As the Session of First Presbyterian Church, Florence, South Carolina, we believe we are called to make the following affirmations to reemphasize particular portions of the Bible and our PC(USA) Confessions that are being called into question by some within our church today.  We believe that there is a need to identify and clarify our commitment to these three core beliefs for the people within our local fellowship and for the denomination as a whole.


We believe and affirm that as leaders of our Lord’s church we are called to present the gospel of Jesus Christ in its fullness.  We believe that the Spirit of our Lord and Savior, and not the spirit of legalism should prevail in the church.1  We also believe that we must affirm the following in order that our proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ will not be compromised by our own human tendencies to accommodate that gospel in accordance with our own desires which have been distorted by our sinfulness.2  


I.
Jesus Christ

We affirm that Jesus, the Christ, the eternal Word made Flesh is the only means by which we can be reconciled to God through the forgiveness of our sins and by which we receive the abundant and eternal life that God intends for all humanity.  We believe that no one can be reconciled to God except through God’s eternal Word made flesh in Jesus Christ. a  


II.
The Bible


We also affirm that God’s Word has been fully revealed in the scriptures of the Old and New Testaments.  Though we may receive glimpses of God’s Truth without scripture, our vision of God’s Truth has been distorted by human sinfulness and is never adequate to bring us to a saving faith nor a right understanding of how to live our lives in a way that honors God and enables us to be effective witnesses to God’s love and grace.  The scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are, therefore, the only infallible rule of faith and practice.b  


III.
Holiness of Life


We affirm that those who are ordained to office in the church are called by the Spirit of Christ to follow in His way of self-sacrifice.  We cannot live lives that conform to falsehoods and half-truths that our culture would have us affirm.  We must confess evidence of the works of the flesh in our midst. (“fornication, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these” Galatians 5:19-21a)  We acknowledge that having been transformed by God’s saving grace we are empowered to show forth the fruit of the Spirit (“love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.” Galatians 5:22-23a.)  Though there are many cultural trends that lure us from God’s Truth as revealed in his Word, we believe that we must affirm the following so that the church for which our Lord gave His life will not be led into falsehood or even apostasy.3  

    ----
Those ordained and installed to ordained office will, with God’s help, be able and willing to make 

the sacrifices which they are called to make.

    ----
Those called to ordained office must strive to live a life that is holy.c  We believe that holiness of 

life in our culture includes but is certainly not limited to the following:

· Humility and a willingness to subject ourselves to our brothers and sisters in the Lord.

· A commitment to avoid a fractious spirit in our dealing with one another.

· Stewardship of all of life, including our material blessings and the special gifts of God’s grace 

that we have received.

· Celibacy for those who are not married and faithfulness in marriage between a man and a woman (Book of Order W4.9001).

· A conviction that human sexuality and celibacy are gifts from God and that expression of sexuality is neither a right nor a necessity for a full expression of our humanity.

· Concern for the use of natural resources and the stewardship of creation.

· A commitment to a life together which shows forth the unity that is ours in 

Christ, especially across racial, economic, and gender lines.

· Responsible involvement in the political, economic, and social spheres of life.  While we may 

not always agree on the causes or solutions to problems in these areas we believe that the 

grace of God constrains us to seek the mind and Spirit of Christ and not our own desires.


Seeking the unity of the church in the bond of peace, we, as the Session of First Presbyterian Church will be guided by these affirmations as we examine persons for ordination and installation, and as we challenge those already ordained to live a manner of life worthy of the gospel.


Further, we encourage the Presbytery of New Harmony and it’s Sessions to adopt these affirmations as their own.

1
“For freedom Christ has set us free.  Stand firm, therefore and do not submit again to a yoke of 

slavery.”  Galatians 5:1

2
“For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters, only do not use your freedom as an 

opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another.”  Galatians 5:13

3
“Let us no longer pass judgment on one another, but resolve instead never to put a stumbling 

block or hindrance in the way of another.” Romans 14:13

“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be 

better for you if a great millstone were fastened around your neck and you were drowned in the 

depth of the sea.”  Matthew 18:6

a.
John 10:1, 7, 9; John 14:6; Acts 4:8-12.  Heidelberg Catechism, Questions 15, 18, 29; 2nd Helvitic 

Confession, Chapter 11, 5.077; Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 13.2, 6.069.

b.
Galatians 1:11 – 12; II Timothy 3:16 – 17.  Second Helvitic Confession, Chapter 1, 5.001 and 5.002; Scots Confession, Chapter 19; Larger Catechism Q: 3; Shorter Catechism Q: 2; Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 1, 6.001 and 6.004.

c.
Matthew 19:5 – 6; I Corinthians 6:18 – 7:4.  Confession of 1967, Sec A. 4.d; Heidelberg 

Catechism, Pt 3, Q: 87, 4.087.

Session Resolution on the Confessing Church

First Presbyterian Church, Florence, South Carolina

August 28, 2001

As a logical concomitant to the Session Resolution: Three Vital Affirmations, we also announce our commitment to the Confessing Church Movement.

Motion: 

We the Session of First Presbyterian Church announce our agreement with the three basic statements of the Confessing Church as a statement against the ambiguity of the present position of the denomination and as a movement toward the central unity of the PC (USA).

