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ON THE COVER  
Kelly Jokisch, director of  Concert Band at Coker Univer-
sity, teaches children about the history of  the trumpet and 
plays tunes during Music Time at the Child Development 
Center.

Greetings in the name of the Lord!

In 2008, the Session designed a Strategic Plan of Minis-
try to help us to become more intentional in our min-
istries. This plan set forth our current Vision statement, 
organizational structure, and Core Values.

You may notice a change in our Core Values Statement 
on our Website. The current Session approved this 
revision after the Evangelism Unit and the Service Unit 
were combined to form our Outreach Unit. It now 
reads as follows….

We believe that God has called all believers to share the 
gospel of Jesus Christ (Matthew 28:19-20). We believe, 
also, that God created each of us for certain good 
works that He prepared in advance for us to do.(Ephe-
sians 2:10). Therefore, we will reach out in word and
deed, to those near and far, so that others will know the 
transforming and intimate love of Christ.

I encourage you to read and think about each of the 
Core Values of our church. They are not just words. 
They explain who we are, what we stand for, and what 
we have promised to do.

We are not simply members of this church. We are 
Covenant Partners. That means we have
solemnly agreed to engage in the mission of God in 
our church and community. It’s much more
active than just being a member of an organization.

Let’s be intentional about sharing the transforming love 
of Christ today.

How is God prompting you to engage in His mission?

Debbie Jackson
Clerk of Session

SESSION  
HIGHLIGHTS
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Dear Church Family,

The change continues. It was a joy these past two Sun-
days to go back to two worship services and to reinsti-
tute our Sunday school classes. We miss being together.  
During these ever-changing circumstances, the session 
has been earnest in their work, and we are so grateful 
for your prayers.  

In conjunction with this “second opening” or “expan-
sion,” a new Sunday school class is forming for young 
married couples. If you are married and either do not 
have children or have very young ones, you are invited 
to join us. We had our first meeting last Sunday (in the 
yellow room down the hall in the office area).  Rob Hall 
is teaching the class on Mark’s Gospel.  Please see Rob 
or me if you have any questions or if you would like to 
find a space to connect with other adults in your age 
group. 

Secondly, if you have been on campus you undoubted-
ly have seen our new columbarium. On Stewardship 
Sunday, Nov. 22, at the conclusion of the 11 a.m. ser-
vice, the benediction will be given at the columbarium 
as part of a brief dedication before anyone is inurned 
there.  

Even before this virus brought change, the session was 
already in transition. You might be aware that during 
Barry Jenkins’ final session meeting, the session was 
significantly restructured.  Today, the resulting learning 
curve is becoming smaller, and amidst the change one 
thing that the session has been wondering for some-
time is how to best communicate with you.  We want 

our structure and doings to be clear and timely. As 
such, we are trying to figure out how to best share the 
“state of the church” with you.  As a first step, the Clerk 
of Session, Debbie Jackson, started a monthly column 
(see page 2) to keep you abreast of the latest session 
meetings.  Secondly, the different session units, togeth-
er with their responsibilities and overseeing elders, are 
also listed in this edition of The Reminder.  The idea 
is to bring more transparency and to help you know 
which elder to ask if you’d like to ask a question or be 
engaged in a specific area.  Similarly, there will be in-
formation regarding the Board of Deacons next month.

Ordination is Christ’s gift to the Church so that its 
ministry and mission continue (which is trickier now 
more than ever!).  While a term of service may expire, 
ordination is life-long.  In other words, if someone is 
elected to the session they serve a three-year term, yet 
their calling to nurture the welfare of Christ’s Church 
remains. Elders do more than pass budgets and make 
policies; they oversee the spiritual welfare of the con-
gregation.  They are “ruling” elders not simply because 
they govern, but because they “measure out” or “dis-
cern” God’s will.  It is not a political office so much as it 
is a spiritual office. It is with tremendous appreciation 
that I say the elders here are unquestionably faithful to 
their vows. They even tackle difficult change with ma-
turity and grace. Yes, things are still changing. But the 
only thing that does not change is that which is already 
dead.

God’s got us.

Another beginning

Flowers in the Sanctuary
Do you have a friend or relative you would like to honor? Sign up 
to place flowers in the Sanctuary. Contact Genia Tyson  
(genia_tyson@hotmail.com or 843-665-0295) or Melba White-
sides (843-992-4267). 
A Google spreadsheet — found on our website at www.florence-
first.org/flowers- in-the-sanctuary — also has been set up for 
signing up and so dates available can easily be seen.  
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A Thought or Two Challenging You Toward Discipleship

Two weekends ago I was in North 
Augusta at one of our sister ECO 
congregations, Fairview Presbyteri-
an, for Presbytery. Our Presbytery 
of SC has 17 churches. Presbytery 
is made up of pastors and elders, 
and meets three times a year to do 
“church business” and encourage 
one another in ministry.  We had 
two elders from First Presbyterian 
Church Florence in attendance, 
Tabatha Davis and Janet Brand, 
along with Darryl and myself.  The 
meeting was attended in-person and 
virtually by about 60 pastors, elders, 
and guests. 

During the time, we heard from 
Beth Allin with our ECO national 
office in Santa Barbara, California 
(via Zoom). She shared informa-
tion about our upcoming National 
Gathering in January 2021.  Because 
of COVID-19, this year’s National 
Gathering will be virtual, which 
for regular attenders is a downer.  
(The National Gathering always is a 
special vision casting and energizing 

event.)  But the upside to the virtual 
gathering is that each church can 
have more involvement. Stay tuned 
for more info about this.
 
Our main speaker for Presbytery 
was David Bailey of Arrabon (ar-
rabon.com) based in Richmond, 
Virginia. Arrabon means a foretaste 
or a sample of what’s to come.  A 
new heaven and new earth is what 
is coming! Praise the Lord! And it 
is our joy as the people of God to be 
that foretaste.  We became aware of 
David via a webinar hosted by our 
national executive director, Dana 
Allin. Arrabon’s homepage reads, 
“Be Equipped & Empowered for 
Reconciliation. Help your commu-
nity become a reconciling commu-
nity.” 

After becoming aware of David 
and Arrabon, I told you in a prior 
Reminder that we were going to 
host groups that will move through 
the curriculum that he and his 
colleague Elena Aronson developed 

called Race, Class and the Kingdom 
of God.  The time for those groups 
is upon us and several churches 
(black and white) are participat-
ing.  You are invited to sign up for 
these Zoom sessions that begin  
November 2 at 7 p.m. at this link: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/904054BAAA723A46-race.

My hope and prayer is that you 
would seriously consider taking 
part as we seek together to build ties 
that bind the body of Christ togeth-
er across Florence.  The leaders of 
these groups already have worked 
their way through the material and 
are excited for you to be present. 
If you have questions or have a re-
quest that you think I might be able 
to help you with, please ask!
And also be challenged to disci-
pleship! May his Kingdom Come. 
Amen!

 

Help bind the body of  Christ together

RacE, cLaSS, aNd KINGdOm Of GOd 
This study series will give you the tools to understand, discuss, 
and do something about the divisions you experience.

  Be empowered to     participate in racial healing and reconciliation

Gain shared knowledge, language and best practices for  
community flourishing.

Understand how you and your community can be effective in 
reconciliation.

JOIN THE STUDY SERIES

WHERE: Zoom meetings
WHEN: Weekly starting  
Monday, Nov. 2, at 7 p.m.
SIGN UP:  
www.signupgenius.com/go/ 
904054BAAA723A46-race

A Zoom link will follow after 
you sign up!
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2021 Stewardship Campaign
As part of our worship during the month of November, 
several of our covenant partners will share why they 
pledge and believe in the mission of First Presbyterian 
Church. There will be a brief video highlighting the 
work of one of the many missionaries that we support. 
During the month of November, our pastor, Dr. Dar-
ryl Evans will preach on the importance of steward-
ship and our growth as disciples. Later this month, all 
covenant partners will receive 2021 Commitment cards 
which will allow you to make a pledge to financially 
support the ministry and mission of First Presbyterian 
Church.  The campaign will culminate with Commit-
ment Sunday on November 22. 

By now, you should have received a letter from the 
Enabling Unit of the Session regarding our 2021 Stew-
ardship Campaign which begins this month.  I’d like to 
share an excerpt from that letter:

“The Covenant Partners of First Presbyterian Church 
understand the importance of our ministries, the lives 
that are being impacted through these ministries, and 
the blessings that come to us as we serve Christ with 
generous and grateful hearts.  During our 2021 Stew-
ardship Campaign we are asking you to do two things:

1) Give prayerful consideration as to how God would 
have you give to support and expand the ministries of 
First Presbyterian in 2021. As our giving increases, so 
do the ministries of our church. 

2)  Join us on Sunday, November 22, for our Commit-
ment Sunday.  On that Sunday, Covenant Partners will 
be asked to place their pledge cards on the commit-
ment table in the Narthex as you leave worship. This 
act is about far more than collecting “pledge” cards. It 
is our opportunity to recommit our lives to Christ and 
be a part of what He is doing in our community and in 
the world.  The truth is we all need that challenge!”

As we continue to move through this time of being 
the “church scattered” and as we look to the future, I 
want to encourage all covenant partners to continue to 
give as you have these past months.    As always, I am 

thankful for your continued financial support of the 
mission and ministry of First Presbyterian Church.

Columbarium dedication
When our columbarium was installed in September it 
marked the culmination of a dream and desire dating 
back to 1994, for our church to have a columbarium. 

Special thanks to our 
Columbarium Team, 
Susan Bankson, Glenn 
Bell, George Beshere, 
Greg Cleveland, Steve 
Grady and Ginger Owen 
for their work in bringing 
this dream to fruition.  
Please note that there will 
be a time of dedication 
and consecration of the 
columbarium and mem-
ory garden on Sunday, 
November 22, following 
the 11 a.m. service.  First 
Presbyterian Church is 
pleased to be able to offer 
this option for our cove-
nant partners as part of 
the end of life planning 
process.  In addition 

to the niches for placement of cremains (ashes), the 
columbarium features an “In Memoriam” section. This 
section is for the remembrance of covenant partners, 
their spouses, children, as well as the parents of cov-
enant partners, who are deceased and are interred 
elsewhere. If you are interested in reserving a niche or 
would like more information about the “In Memoriam” 
section, please contact George Beshere, Steve Grady, 
Glenn Bell or me. We’ll be glad to assist you with the 
necessary arrangements. 

Toward a Healthier Church

JOIN US
WHAT: Dedication 
WHEN: After 11 a.m.   
service Nov. 22
WHERE: Columbarium 
site outside Sanctuary
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REV. MIKE  
FLEENOR’S BLOG
https://onepastorsponderings.
wordpress.com/

Philemon is a letter written to an individual.  Paul, 
the author, is seeking reconciliation between a slave, 
Onesimus, and his owner, Philemon. Onesimus, a 
slave of Philemon, has run away from his owner.  
Onesimus has become a follower of Jesus and a stu-
dent of Paul.  Paul writes to Philemon to accept Onesi-
mus as a “brother in Christ”; even as Philemon would 
accept Paul. He is reluctant to send Onesimus back to 
Philemon.  

Philemon may have been the leader of a church in 
Colossae which met in his house. Paul calls upon their 
shared faith in Jesus to build an argument for Onesi-
mus to be welcomed back or to be sent back to serve 
Paul in prison.  The letter contains only 25 verses but 
yet follows the outline of Paul’s other letters.  He be-
gins with a greeting to the Church in Philemon’s house 
and then a thanksgiving:  “When I remember you in 
my prayers, I always thank my God because I hear of 
your love for all the saints and your faith toward the 
Lord Jesus (Philemon 4-5).” 

Paul then appeals to Philemon as an apostle and trust-
ed friend to respond in love to his request which he 
has not yet revealed. Paul has met Onesimus in prison 
and he has become a trusted friend helping with the 
Gospel preaching.   

“For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ 
to command you to do your duty, yet I would rather 
appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this 
as an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ 
Jesus. I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, 
whose father I have become during my imprisonment 
(Philemon 8-10).”  

From the beginning of recorded history, the conquer-
ors of nations have placed the conquered in slavery.  
Slavery, as an institution for economic and comfort 
reasons, has proved beneficial to the rich and pow-
erful.  With the discovery of the New World, the 
Americas, slavery was used to provide labor to harvest 
crops including rice, cotton, and sugar which provided 
wealth to the landowner. Abolitionists in England and 
in the colonies in America, which became the United 

States, sought to end slavery. The history of the United 
States is deeply stained with sin and oppression of the 
slaves and after the Civil War with the oppression of 
the free blacks. I believe Paul, Jesus, and the Church 
never envisioned the way United States history has 
transpired.  We are involved in a culture of hate and 
fear, which manifests itself in violence and murder. 
The message to Philemon calls the rich and powerful 
to treat those with less with love and generosity.  Our 
nation is polarized over racial tension.  

The book of Deuteronomy calls for a person to be 
only enslaved for a maximum of six years. “If a mem-
ber of your community, whether a Hebrew man or a 
Hebrew woman, is sold to you and works for you six 
years, in the seventh year you shall set that person free 
(Deuteronomy 15:12). ” I believe the nature of God in 
Christ calls for an end to oppression in our world.  The 
author of Psalm 120 calls for peace.  “I am for peace.  
When they speak they are for war (Psalm 120:7).”  
When I speak of love, I see violence and hatred.  Let us 
pray for repentance for those who feel they are superi-
or in our world and country.  Let us repent of our own 
prejudice.  Let us be reconciled to those who profess 
Jesus as God’s Anointed Christ and seek to dialogue 
about our differences.  Paul begins a movement in the 
new age of following Jesus in which we are continuing 
in our nation and world.

Philemon — a word for today
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Appreciating the difficult times
I came across this devotional today, from an upcom-
ing November day in Jesus Calling by Sarah Young. I 
found it to be timely:

Learn to appreciate difficult days.  
Be stimulated by the challenges you encounter along 
the way. As you journey through rough terrain with 
Me, gain confidence from your knowledge that to-
gether we can handle anything. 
This knowledge is comprised of three parts: your 
relationship with me, promises in the Bible and past 
experiences of coping successfully during hard times. 
Look back on your life, and see how I have helped you 
through difficult days. If you are tempted to think, 
“Yes, that was then but this is now," remember Who 
I am! Although you and your circumstances may 
change dramatically, I remain the same throughout 
time and eternity. This is the basis of your confidence. 
In My Presence you live and move and have your 
being.

So do not fear, for I am with you; do not 
be dismayed for I am Your God. I will 
strengthen you and help you; I will up-
hold you with My righteous right hand. 
Isaiah 41:10

But you remain the same and your years 
will never end. Psalm 102:27

For in Him we live and move and have 
our being., Acts 17:28
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1 COMMUNION 
 9:00 AM Contemporary Worship Service 
 10:00 AM  Sunday School
 11:00 AM Traditional Worship Service
 5:00 PM Youth Fellowship
 5:30 PM Embracing God’s Word

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 2
 5:30 PM Stretch Your Faith: CLC
 7:00 PM Boy Scouts

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3 ELECTION DAY
 9:30 AM WiM Coordinator’s Team Meeting: JFH
 11:00 AM WiM Bible Moderators: Lawson-Rain
 12:00 PM Just for Women Bible Study

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4
 5:00 PM Adult Handbells
 6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5
 10:15 AM  Women’s Bible Study
 10:30 AM Prayer Group

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8
 9:00 AM Contemporary Worship Service 
 10:00 AM  Sunday School
 11:00 AM Traditional Worship Service
 5:30 PM Embracing God’s Word

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 9
 5:30 PM Stretch Your Faith: CLC
 6:30 PM Women of Grace
 7:00 PM Boy Scouts

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 10
	10:00	AM	WiM	Sonflowers:	Pilgrim
 10:00 AM WiM Joyful Hearts: JFH
 12:00 PM Just for Women Bible Study: CLC
 12:00 PM WiM Soul Sisters: JFH
 3:00 PM WiM Serenity: Lawson-Rain
 6:30 PM Session: JFH
 6:30 PM Prayer Warriors: Lawson-Rain

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11 
 5:00 PM Adult Handbells
 6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
 6:30 PM Women of Valor

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12
 10:15 AM  Women’s Bible Study
 10:30 AM Prayer Group
 11:30 AM CDC Thanksgiving Lunch: CLC

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14
 6:00 AM Parking Lot Mission: HopeHealth Parking 
 9:00 AM WiM Bread & Fish: Call Peggy Swearingen

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15   
 9:00 AM Contemporary Worship Service 
 10:00 AM  Sunday School
 11:00 AM Traditional Worship Service
 5:30 PM Embracing God’s Word

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 16
 5:30 PM Stretch Your Faith: CLC
 7:00 PM Boy Scouts

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17
10:45 AM CDC Music: JFH 
 12:00 PM Just for Women Bible Study: CLC
 5:00 PM Women’s Prayer
 6:30 PM Board of Deacons

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18
 1:00 PM Red Cross Blood Drive: Lawson-Rain
 5:00 PM Adult Handbells
 5:45 PM Outdoor Movie Night
 6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19
 10:15 AM Women’s Bible Study
 10:30 AM Prayer Group
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22  STEWARDSHIP 
      SUNDAY
 9:00 AM Contemporary Worship Service 
 10:00 AM  Sunday School
 11:00 AM Traditional Worship Service
 3:00 PM Eagle Scout Court of Honor
 5:30 PM Embracing God’s Word
 5:30 PM Youth

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 23
 5:30 PM Stretch Your Faith: CLC
 7:00 PM Boy Scouts

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 24
10:45 AM CDC Music: JFH 
 5:00 PM Women’s Prayer
 6:30 PM Session: JFH

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 25
 5:00 PM Adult Handbells
 6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 26 THANKSGIVING
			Office	closed
 8:00 AM Thanksgiving Stretch Class

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 27
		Office	closed

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29
 9:00 AM Contemporary Worship Service 
 10:00 AM  Sunday School
 11:00 AM Traditional Worship Service
 5:30 PM Embracing God’s Word
 5:30 PM Youth

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30
 5:30 PM Stretch Your Faith: CLC
 7:00 PM Boy Scouts
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Governing Elders are elected by the congregation to lead the church in life and mission. They are mature 
followers of Jesus who together seek to understand and do God’s will by equipping, teaching, and encour-
aging all the members of the church. Elders serve a term of three years. In unity, they’re called “the Ses-
sion.” They trust God to give them the wisdom and direction. They guide the church in strategic planning, 
stimulating generosity, leadership development, and oversee finances and personnel. Session meets twice 
a month — the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month for prayer and the second meeting for business.

GOVERNING ELDERS

OUTREACH UNIT
The Outreach Unit has three primary objectives. First, the Unit has oversight of FPC’s international mis-
sion efforts including: understanding each mission’s goal, insuring that the mission goals are in line with 
the essential tenants of FPC, to maintain contact with each mission, establishing an appropriate financial 
commitment within the FPC budget and reviewing on an annual basis all funds pledged to international 
missions. Second, the Unit has the same responsibility(s) for local missions. Finally, the Unit also reaches 
out to FPC covenant partners to share the Gospel and help encourage them in their efforts to help spread 
the good news of Jesus Christ.

Members
Elders       
Janet Brand: janet81661@aol.com  
Debbie Jackson: djacksonlawyer@gmail.com 
Bryon Frost: bryonkfrost@gmail.com
Chris Scott (Chair): chris@pearcelandcompany.com

Staff
Darryl Evans: devans@florencefirst.org
Chris Handley: chandley@florencefirst.org

Unit Meetings: Second Tuesday of the month, 5:30 p.m. at the church

Unit Structure
International Mission Team
Elder leader: Janet Brand

Local Mission Team
Elder leader: Bryon Frost

Fellowship of Elders
Elder leader: Debbie Jackson

WORSHIP UNIT
The Worship Unit proclaims the glory of God through a variety of worship experiences and activities that 
challenge, encourage, and enable covenant partners and visitors to walk closely with Jesus.

Members
Elders       
Jim Dameron (chair): dameronjh@aol.com 
Allen Griffin: agrif0421@gmail.com

Staff
Darryl Evans: devans@florencefirst.org
Ann Rodgers Chandler: achandler@florencefirst.org

Unit Meetings: Fourth Monday at 12:30 p.m.

Unit Structure
The unit oversees Communion during worship 
services, Homebound Communion, scheduling 
of Prayer for God’s People, scheduling Whole-
ness and Healing services, ensuring the pulpit is 
supplied with a pastor at all times, and support 
music ministries (choir and praise team).
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DISCIPLESHIP UNIT
The Discipleship Unit believes all Christians are called to pursue a growing personal relationship with 
Christ and to become more Christ-like in their beliefs and conduct. Therefore, we will provide opportuni-
ties for our covenant partners to mature in their faith through worship, prayer, study, and fellowship.

Members
Elders       
Mike Lavespere (chair): mlavespere@gmail.com 
Jack Hofler: jack.hofler@gmail.com

Staff
Darryl Evans: devans@florencefirst.org
Chris Handley: chandley@florencefirst.org
Susan Snow: susdus@aol.com
Palmer Jones: pjones@florencefirst.org
Unit Meetings: First Tuesday of the month, 1 p.m. in the Price Classroom

Unit Structure
Sunday School
Children: Mike Lavespere
Youth: Jack Hofler
Adult: Chris Handley

ENABLING UNIT
The Enabling Unit oversees the administrative, operational, and long-term responsibilities which  
undergird and support our core value ministries. Responsibilities include stewardship and finance,  
buildings and grounds, personnel, communications and technology, and strategic planning.

Members
Elders       
Mike Nunn (chair): mikenunn82@gmail.com
Richie Wilhoit: r4wilhoit@aol.com

Staff
Darryl Evans: devans@florencefirst.org
Don Hebert: dhebert@florencefirst.org

Unit Meetings: Second Monday of the month, 11 a.m. at the church

Unit Structure
Finance / Stewardship
Buildings / Grounds
Personnel
 

FELLOWSHIP UNIT
The Fellowship Unit involves covenant partners and their families in caring relationships and intentional 
Christian community with one another. 

Members
Elders       
Jayne Boswell: boswell.jayne@gmail.com
Tabatha Davis: tabathasd@yahoo.com

Staff
Chris Handley: chandley@florencefirst.org

Unit Meetings: First Tuesday, 2 p.m., in Chris Handley's office

 



Remember in Prayer Sick & Recovering
Jack Cagle
Butch Carroll
Kent Caudle
Linda Lawson
Isla Louise McCoy 
Glenn Odom 
Betsy Olsen 
Rosanne Saunders 
Casey Taylor 
Alan Thomas
Martha Tyson

Elders
Tabatha Davis
Mike Nunn
 
Deacons
Luke Scott
Heather Taylor

Mission
Mercy Medicine 
The Emerts, Poetice 

Women in Ministry
Cathy Bazen
Bobbie Sue Bratton

Sunday School Teachers
Sally Dameron
Tara Newton

Staff
Ron Echols
Sidney Ruff

Households
FLOCK 1:  Gary and Jan Bray, Caitlin
FLOCK 2:  Chris and Charissa Canfield and Catherine
FLOCK 3:  Lindsey Banister
FLOCK 4:  Jack and Peggy Cagle
FLOCK 5:  Alissa Warters
FLOCK 6:  Brian and Christy Wallace, Bankston, Cooper
FLOCK 7:  Gayden Tyler
FLOCK 8:  Yarrow and Michelle Babb, Kendall and Caroline Babb,   
        Kate, Emma, and Ben Carter

Extended Care
Heritage at Lowman
Mac King

Home
Adele Kassab
Casey Taylor

Methodist Manor
Jack Cagle
Joyce Floyd
Marie Jordan
Maria Whitehead

Presbyterian Community
Ann Cash
Helen Foster
Aaron Leland
Tom and Clariann Kellam

Lord, Hear 
Our Prayer

Memorials
Hannah Barringer 
Betsy Eaddy 
Margaret Freeman 
Britt Poston 
Don Poston 
Jo Roth 
Macy Turner 
Roena Vaught

12 prayer

Sympathy 
Family of Hannah Barringer
Family of Madeline Brice 
Family of Macy Turner 
Family of Jessie Cooper
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God’s Work in our Community

A global missionary First Presbyterian supports is 
Poetice Internationl with the Emerts, who are also 
covenant partners at First Presbyterian Church. Seven 
years ago, Jeremy and Courtney Emert, Olivia, Jude, 
and Lincoln moved from Florence to Zambia. They are 
serving with Poetice Zambia. Poetice’s goal is to see im-
poverished communities become spiritually, emotion-
ally, psychologically, physically, and socially healthy. 

Prayer requests from the Emerts:
• Jeremy Emert co-leads our adult team, and they have 
been seeing so much fruit from home visits and prayer 
walks in the community. Lots of salvations, praise God! 
But our prayer is that we have opportunity for fol-
low-up and continued discipleship of these new believ-
ers. As we know, the harvest is plentiful but laborers 
are few, so we are asking the Lord of the harvest to 
raise up people to join in the beautiful labor of disci-
pling these hungry hearts

• Construction of our pavilion and Build the Future 
campaign is underway so just praise and prayers for 
continued provision of funds for this undertaking
• Praying for wisdom concerning when to open our 

doors for full services as numbers are legally still limit-
ed because of COVID restrictions.

• Personally, for our family, we’ll be remaining in-coun-
try for the upcoming holiday season.  We are excited 
about it as it means a travel-free, low-key holiday, but 
we will miss being with friends and family stateside.

Thanks again for all the prayers our Church Family 
continuously offers for us. The Lord is SO FAITHFUL 
and we are grateful!
  — Courtney (for all the Emerts) 

Poetice International, 
The Emerts

God’s Work Around the World

Mercy Medicine Free Clinic
A local mission First Presbyterian supports is Mercy 
Medicine Free Clinic, a 501(c)(3) non-profit free medi-
cal clinic in Florence that serves low-income and unin-
sured residents of Florence and Williamsburg counties. 
Its goal is to maintain a free medical clinic founded on 
the Christian principles of love, faith, and compassion. 
As a non-profit, it is proud that 97.7 percent of its fund-
ing goes directly to patient care.
Mercy Medicine’s mission is to “provide a free medical 

home for low-income, uninsured adults from Florence 
and Williamsburg counties.”
Its goal is to “provide holistic, quality, free healthcare 
with Judeo-Christian values of love, faith, compassion 
and integrity; providing the indigent with chronic dis-
ease management, life-sustaining medication, short-
term acute illness (non-life-threatening) and dental 
pain/infection treatments.”
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Women in Ministry encourages women to connect 
with our First Presbyterian community and join a Cir-
cle of Friends this year! 
Circles will use the Bible study guide, Living so that, 
Making Faith-filled Choices in the midst of a Messy Life, 
by Wendy Blight. 
If you have questions about circles and which to join, 
contact Jayne Boswell, boswell.jayne@gmail.com.

Help Us Get in Touch with Our College Students: 
The Women in Ministry would like to encourage our 
college students throughout the school year. 
If you have a child in college or graduate school,  
please send the name, address, and email address to 
Patricia Fast, patriciajfast@gmail.com, 
or Teresa Stewart, tstewart@florencefirst.org, or call the 
church office at 843-662-2583.

Women in Ministry Circle meetings

Bread and Fish November 14 9 a.m. Call Peggy Swearingen
Joyful Hearts November 10 10 a.m. Jenkins Fellowship Hall
Posies and Petals   Not Meeting
Prayer Warriors November 10 6:30 p.m. Lawson-Rain Chapel
SonFlowers November 10 10 a.m.  Pilgrim Classroom
Soul Sisters November 10 noon Jenkins Fellowship Hall
Serenity November 10 3 p.m. Lawson-Rain Chapel
Women of Grace November 10 6:30 p.m. 3002 Japonica Lane
Women of Valor* November 11 6:30 p.m. Room 202

*Childcare available. Schedule a week in advance with Teresa Stewart in the church office, tstewart@florencefirst.org.

Please join us for decorating the church Sanctuary for 
Christmas. Those who are interested in joining Ashley Scott, 
Merrette Dowdell, and the women of the church can help 
from 7 to 9 p.m. Monday, November 30, and 9 a.m. to noon 
Tuesday, December 1. Those interested can contact Ashley 
Scott, scottashleyc@gmail.com or 843-615-1624, or Merrette 
Dowdell at merrettel@gmail.com or 843-992-8539.

Hanging of the Greens
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November 1
Cathy Bazen

November 2
Lisa Jernigan
Lalla Saleeby
Marian Howard
Cameryn Brand

November 3
Sue Shin
Cailin Foxworth
Alan Thomas
Natalie Monjarrez
Levi Ham

November 4
Wesley Snow
Rhett Hughes
Margaret Baroody

November 5
Patrick Hunt
Carolyn Holland
Henley Thompson

November 6
Rocky Pearce
Brian Naylor
Liam Brand
Alcy Lee
Stephen Christian

November 7
Emily Richardson
Nancy Moore

November 8
Susie McLellan
Landon Watkins
Brandon Hylton

November 9
Ginny Casstevens
Cheryl DeGraw
Ansley Sanderson
Joe Blanton

November 10
Jane Matthews
Ivan Morris
Gresham Hindman

November 11
Michael Hawkins
Joseph Commander
Haley Jackson
Wells McBride
Janie Ray

November 12
Mary Frances Moore
Pat Patton

November 13
Ashton Pennstrom
Joanna Refvem
Paul Welch

November 14
Paige Alexander
Dave Banner
Mary Johnson
Grier Toniolo

November 15
Fran Curtis

November 16
Jane Shurman
Brooke Langston
Lisa Westmoreland

November 17
Ella Rawlinson
Keegan Taylor

November 18
Wesley Player
Brian Kim
Carrigan Spearman

November 19
Tom Gasque

November 20
Anna Lee Pennstrom
Christie Henderson
Rick Hoefer
Colton Miles
Hampton Naylor
Duncan Tyson

November 21
Charlie Bazen
Sheila Cockfield

November 22
Hannah King
Rainey Josey
Curt Boswell
Sidney Ruff

November 23
Sullivan Carmichael

November 24
Connie Stewart
Maggie McNeil
Matthew Braswell

November 25
Alexis Morris
Amy McKay
Kendall Jackson

Mary Ann Nash
Kate Stokes
Ann Cash

November  26
Liz Andrews

November  27
Taylor Powell
Walter Johnson
Don Hebert

November  28
Tom Pantos
Anna Spivey

November 29
Maymie Lou Spearman
Taiter Garrett

November 30
Chris Scott
Drew Knudsen
Jane Slagle
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Trunk or Treat

Thank you to all who participated in the volun-
teering and trunk-or-treating during the monthly 
fellowship time. Tens of  cars were decorated in Bible 
themes for the fall celebration.



Our Children’s Sunday school classes resumed Octo-
ber 25. Welcome back! This fall, all children’s Sunday 
school classes 5K through sixth grade are located on 
the second floor above the Welcome Center. From the 
top of the Welcome Center staircase, the rooms are 
straight ahead, on the left, and clearly marked. Wel-
come back to Sunday school!

Several items to note during this unusual Covid season:

  Face masks are required in classes  
  5K through sixth grade. Teachers  
  may use face shields to teach.

  Children from birth through 4K are  
  not required to wear face masks. 

Childcare is available to children from birth through 
4K during both worship services and during Sun-
day school, but please note our sign-in procedure for 
childcare has changed in response to the coronavirus. 
On Sunday mornings, we will be following our Child 
Development Center weekday practices. This sign-in 
will occur in the tower entrance off Cherokee Road. 

  The tower entrance and tower   
  stairway on Sunday mornings are  
  only to be used if you are signing   
  in or signing out young children,   
  ages birth through 4K.

We are glad to have our children back on campus with 
us! We have missed being with them and discipling 

them! We have missed their families! I do, though, also 
want to let you know about some discipleship resourc-
es to enjoy at home:

The Gospel Project (our Sunday school curriculum), 
in response to the pandemic, is allowing us to post its 
animated Bible story videos each week on our closed 
system. You will find the link on the Worship Services 
email and Realm post sent out Fridays by Kim Brauss. 
These 4- to 5-minute videos are very well done. I hope 
you enjoy watching them with your children!

Torchlighters.org is recommended by our own Mary 
Lee Evans. This website teaches about Heroes of the 
Faith with activities and videos on specific Christians 
such as St. Patrick, Harriett Tubman, Martin Luther, 
and Corrie Ten Boom. Mary Lee shared, “I have been 
moved to tears during more than one of these fami-
ly-friendly cartoons as together the family learns about 
the courage and faith of these believers, that often in 
their most vulnerable weaknesses, Jesus shows up, 
pours out His love and sends them forth to partake in 
world-changing, Gospel-sharing heavenly work.” These 
videos are streamed free online through the website 
RedeemTV (watch.redeemtv.com). Check these out 
and let us know what you discover and recommend!

Jesus tells us in Matthew 28 to “go and make disci-
ples… teaching them to obey everything I have com-
manded you. And surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age.”  

It is my joy to make disciples with you.

children’s ministry       17

Welcome Back!
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Save the dates for this year’s celebration. 
  

Monday, December 7 
Wednesday, December 9  

6:30 p.m. 
  

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
700 Park Avenue, Florence 

 
www.florencefirst.org 
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Youth Ministry
We had a great Sunday afternoon on Oct. 18 fishing, shooting skeet, playing kickball, and eating food! Almost 30 
students attended.
 
On Wednesday nights from 6 to 7:15 p.m. we met upstairs in the Youth Room, studying the Psalms and playing 
Heads Up (similar to charades). 

This month we kicked off small groups: Middle School Girls Group, 9th Grade Girls Group, a 10th-12th Grade 
Girls Group, and all the boys together. The groups have met twice this month, and our students are connecting 
with each other, their leaders, and the Word! The Middle School Girls, 9th Grade Girls, and Boys all meet 5:30-
7 p.m. at various locations and the 10th-12th Grade Girls meet 5:30-7:30 p.m. Contact me (Palmer Jones) at 
pjones@florencefirst.org if you are interested in getting your student involved! 

Sunday School started this month — we are studying the Proverbs, considering what true biblical wisdom is and 
what it means for our lives.

Thank you all for your support and encouragement!

NOVEMBER YOUTH 
    •  Coming up in November, we will continue to meet on Wednesday nights at the church from 6 to 7:15 p.m.   
        with the exception of November 25. 

    •  Small Groups will meet at their specific times and locations Nov. 8, 15, and 22. 

    •  Large Group will meet Nov. 1 at the Church from 5 to 7 p.m. Bring $5 for food! 

Almost 30 youth attended our Farm Day, 
where there was plenty of  fun, fellowship 
and food.
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CHURCH STAFF
Senior Pastor and Head of Staff Dr. Darryl Evans 
Associate Pastor Rev. Chris Handley
Congregational Care Assistant Rev. Mike Fleenor
Director of Music/Organist Mrs. Ann Rodgers Chandler
Interim Praise Team Leader Mr. Keith Hamrick
Interim Director of Youth and NextGen Ministries Mr. Palmer Jones
Interim Children’s Ministry Director Mrs. Susan Snow
Child Development Center Director Mrs. Beth Hepler
Church Administrator Rev. Don Hebert
Ministry Assistant Ms. Teresa Stewart
Financial Assistant Mrs. Gwen DuRant
Ministry Assistant Ms. Kimberly Brauss
Head Custodian Mr. Ron Echols
Custodian Mr. Sidney Ruff
Housekeeping Ms. Wanda LaSane

700 PARK AVE., FLORENCE, SC 29501
PHONE: 843-662-2583/FAX: 843-662-1726 
www.florencefirst.org


