
SEPTEMBER 2021



2 session highlights / index

IN THIS ISSUE
2  Session Highlights
3  From the Senior Pastor
4  From the Associate Pastor
5  Church Administration Matters
6  From the Congregational Care  
    Assistant
7  Women in Ministry
8, 9 Child Development Center

10, 11  Calendar
12  Remember in Prayer
13  Birthdays
14  Church News
15  Montreat Conference
16, 17 Children’s Ministry 
18  On Campus
19  Youth Ministry ON THE COVER: The Child Development 

Center celebrates its fifth anniversary of  
being open. See pages 8 and 9.

My fellow ruling elders have been hard at work.  
Amidst the usual governing duties, this unusual and 
extended season of life tends to require more effort in 
discerning God’s will.  Some things are still in the plan-
ning stages, but a few highlights include:

•  A new discipleship weekend that is geared to help 
equip parents of young children will be announced 
in the coming months.  We hope that this would be a 
helpful annual event that will be opened up to the en-
tire community.  We intend to bring the best speakers 
that we can find.
 •  Sign-ups for the ECO National Gathering begin 
September 1.  Each congregation can send their minis-
ter(s), together with an equal number of elders to vote. 

It is a refreshing time of worship and learning.  It will 
be January 31-February 3, 2022, at Highland Park Pres-
byterian Church in Dallas. There will also be an online 
option available.  
 •  We have begun to send the money that has been 
raised for our friends in Haiti.  
 •  It was a sweet note when Ann Rodgers played 
“Rain Down” at the end of worship on August 22 as 
there was a torrential downpour outside, and we al-
ready began to enjoy the porticos that are being in-
stalled for just such an occasion.  

Mike Nunn
Clerk of Session

SESSION  
HIGHLIGHTS

This unusual and extended season of life  
tends to require more effort in discerning God’s will. 
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Redeem TV
Dear Church Family,

As you can see from this newsletter, a number of things 
are going on: the August 30 Women in Ministry kick-
off; The Chosen series on Wednesday nights that will 
be filled with fellowship and discipleship; new elders 
and new staff getting settled in; and so on. And yet. 
There still seem to be obstacles to having a rhythm in 
life these days: But what about the delta variant? And 
Afghanistan? Isn’t the economic bubble about to pop?  
What is our nation doing? … Have you felt stuck or 
like you are running in circles lately?  

With “all that is going on” – or even the routines that 
we wish were “going on” but are currently thwarted – I 
turned on a free internet streaming service the other 
day called RedeemTV.  It is full of Christian content for 
all ages, and I turned onto 
an hour-long biography of 
a great saint.  The program 
was called Corrie Ten Boom: 
A Faith Undefeated.  Corrie 
ten Boom was a Dutch lady 
whose family was part of 
the underground railroad 
by which Jews escaped 
the Nazis during World 
War II.  Corrie wrote a 
moving memoir called 
“The Hiding Place” after 
the secret room in their 
home in which they hid 
Jews.  One day the Nazis came into their home 
and arrested Corrie and her family.  She never saw her 
father again.  Corrie and her sister, Betsie, were sent to 
a concentration camp, where Betsie died.  Corrie nar-
rowly escaped death by what she called both a clerical 
error and an act of God.  

Corrie then travelled the world speaking about the 
Lord until an elderly age when her health finally failed.  
In A Faith Undefeated, Corrie’s voice is played a num-
ber of times, and you can simply feel the presence of 
the Holy Spirit.  She wanted to make sure that in every 
message she always talked about Jesus and the power of 

forgiveness.  Such words are powerful when you know 
that the person who is saying them forgave the Nazi 
concentration camp soldiers who killed her sister and 
intentionally made her suffer.  (And that it happened 
in a face-to-face meeting years after the War was over 
with the former Nazi.) 

The biography concludes with Corrie saying, “We all 
know that we live in a time now that there is a great 
darkness and fog over the whole world.  The great joy 
is when we have the Word of God, we can see things 
as it were from God’s point of view.  Look around and 
be distressed.  Look within and be depressed.  Look at 
Jesus… and be at rest.”  Corrie ten Boom died in 1983, 
but that is one timely message for today.  Somethings 
we may not see come to fruition in the present mo-
ment, but I nevertheless sense God’s providential hand 
at work.  Don’t you?  Think on those things.  That is 
what brings rest.  

Peace,
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A Thought or Two Challenging You Toward Discipleship

What does it mean to be Chosen? Did you ever have 
the experience of playing a team sport (kickball, bas-
ketball, football, etc.) and going through the agonizing 
moments before you were picked. And then there was 
the humiliation of being picked last because you were 
the least desirable choice in the mix. That is one of life’s 
difficulties. To be passed over and overlooked is always 
one of our greatest fears. But then there is the won-
der of being invited by the Lord Jesus to “follow me.”  
When you respond to Jesus’ invitation, unworthy as 
you are, His love changes you forever! Literally.

This fall on Wednesday nights, starting September 15, 
we will watch and discuss season 1 of The Chosen (8 
episodes). Dallas Jenkins and his team of actors have 
created a brilliant series that brings to life each of the 
biblical characters in Jesus’ band of disciples. Watching 
Jesus heal Mary Magdalene in the first episode captures 
the core of what it means to be CHOSEN! You do not 
want to miss this. (Watch the trailer here: www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=K1-FoFj8Jbo)

On Wednesdays, dinner service is open at 5:45 p.m. 
as usual. (Dinner is $5 per person, and families cap at 
$20.) We will eat together with the same group of folks 
for the eight weeks so that our discussions will grow 
and become more in-depth. Children will be dismissed 
near the beginning of each episode. The episode will 
start just after 6 p.m. (episodes last generally 50 min-
utes) so that we will have time for discussion after the 
episode is over. I encourage you to form a group to 
watch it with for the eight weeks.  

There is a study that has been developed that corre-
sponds to the episodes called The CHOSEN An Inter-
active Bible Study. We loosely will use this to guide for 
our discussions.  The study follows four key characters 
of the series: Mary Magdalene, Nicodemas (Fascinat-
ing!), Matthew (who is depicted as autistic) and Simon 
Peter. If you would like me to order you a copy of the 
study, please let me know. ($16.99/book but if bundled 
we can get them for $14.50). 

The study follows Isaiah 43, which is counter-intuitive 
being an Old Testament passage, but it is perfect as you 
realize that to be chosen is to be called by name. 
Isaiah 43:1 says, “But not thus says the Lord, he who 
created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: 
‘Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by 
name, you are mine.’”  Friends when it sinks down into 
your soul that the Lord Jesus has called you and invited 
you to follow him, your life is CHANGED.  And that 
invitation is the challenge to discipleship.

Be among The Chosen this fall
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Columbarium and Memory Garden anniversary
This month marks the one-year anniversary of our 
Columbarium and Memory Garden. The installation of 
the columbarium on September 22, 2020, marked the 
culmination of a dream and desire that dates to 1994, 
for our church to have a columbarium. The colum-
barium consists of 85 niches. A niche is where the 
cremains (ashes) are placed. Each niche will accom-
modate two sets of cremains. Each niche has a granite 
faceplate on which the name of the deceased and the 
dates of birth and death is engraved. First Presbyterian 
Church is pleased to be able to offer this option for our 
covenant partners as part of the end-of-life planning 
process.  In addition to the niches for placement of 
cremains (ashes), the columbarium features an “In 
Memoriam” wall. This section is for the remembrance 
of covenant partners, their spouses, children, as well 
as the parents of covenant partners, who are deceased 
and are interred elsewhere. If you are interested in re-
serving a niche or would like more information about 
the “In Memoriam” section, please contact George 
Beshere, Steve Grady, Glenn Bell or me. We’ll be glad 
to assist you with the necessary arrangements. 

Supporting Your Church in Your Later Years
I have had conversations recently with two of our 
Covenant Partners who are in the 70-plus age bracket. 
The conversations were about the IRS rule regarding 
required minimum distributions (RMDs). Manda-
tory distribution refers to the minimum amount of 
money an individual must withdraw from certain types 
of tax-advantaged retirement accounts each year in 
order to avoid tax penalties. This rule goes into effect in 
the year an individual turns 72 years old. These with-
drawals will be included in your taxable income. There 
is another rule, the qualified charitable distribution 
(QCD) rule, which allows traditional IRA owners to 
deduct their required minimum distributions on their 
tax returns if they give the money to a charity. First 
Presbyterian Church is a registered 501c3 charitable 
organization. Contact your financial advisor to learn 
more about the QCD rule and how you might take 
advantage of it to support the ministry of First Presby-
terian Church.

Campus Safety
Safety on our campus is a high priority. We want to 
ensure that the children in our CDC, our covenant 
partners and the many guests that visit our church 
for worship and other activities are as safe as possible.  
As we move into our “regular” schedule of activities 
for the fall, we want to make our campus safer while 
maintaining an open and inviting atmosphere for our 
covenant partners and guests. There are things that 
each of us can do to enhance safety on our campus. Let 
me encourage you to remember the following basic 
safety tips:
1 – Lock your car and do not leave valuables (purses, 
phones, iPads, etc.) in plain sight.
2 – When leaving the building, particularly after dark, 
practice the “buddy system.”
3 – If you are the last person leaving, be sure that the 
door closes and locks behind you. This is particularly 
important if you are in the building outside of normal 
hours (weekends and evenings). 
4 – Do not block doors open. There are certain doors 
that will remain locked in order to control access to 
our buildings. Most of these doors are in remote areas 
of the building and are not “regular” entrances. 
5 – Familiarize yourself with the location of AED (au-
tomated external defibrillator device) and first aid kits. 
They are located outside the sanctuary near the flower 
room; outside the kitchen near the CLC and in the 
upstairs Children’s hallway. 
6 – If you see something that “doesn’t look right,” let 
someone know about it (an usher, custodian, staff 
member, etc.) Additionally, we have an off-duty Flor-
ence County Sheriff deputy on campus each Sunday 
morning who is willing and able to assist you if you see 
something that “doesn’t look right.” 
Safety and security are everyone’s responsibility.

Toward a Healthier Church



6 from the congregational care assistant

REV. MIKE  
FLEENOR’S BLOG
https://onepastorsponderings.
wordpress.com/

Paul identifies himself as a servant or slave of Jesus 
Christ, called and set apart to be an apostle for the 
Gospel of God.  It is very difficult, I would say impos-
sible, to understand the letter to the Romans without 
considering the relationship of Jesus as the Messiah or 
Christ with the Lord God as Creator of the Universe.   
When Paul speaks of Jesus Christ, he is identifying 
him as the Anointed One sent from God.  
 
In the August issue of The Reminder, I spoke of a 
Christian world view as seeing Jesus as the Lord of 
the world. In Paul’s world view, he understood the 
movement of time as linear as opposed to the Greek 
philosophical idea that time and history are circular.  
God is moving the world from Adam, the first created 
being in the image of God, to the redemption of Israel 
and the world as believers in God’s act in Jesus. In 
Paul’s world view the age of Adam ends and a new age 
begins as Jesus brings in the Kingdom of God. A final 
age will begin at the second coming of Jesus known as 
the Parousia. This will bring heaven to earth.
 
The obstacle to the coming of Jesus the King is hu-
mankind’s desire to be their own King.  To say this 
more strongly is to understand humankind’s desire 
to replace Jesus as King with himself or herself. This 
is the original sin of idolatry. Paul believed as many 
others have since Jesus’ first coming that Jesus’ second 
coming was imminent. There are writings in the New 
Testament which speak of God’s patience waiting for 
humankind to repent. Paul’s genius and God given 
wisdom in Romans is to show how idolatry or sin is 
overcome through Jesus Christ.  After Paul introduces 
himself to the Romans, he explains how God over-
comes human sin.

Romans divides into four sections. These sections 
are interrupted by the chapter divisions. Part One 
(Romans 1:1-4:22) identifies God the LORD dealing 
with sin through grace in Jesus.  He is the answer to 
overcoming sin. Part Two (Romans 4:23-8:39) deals 
with the contemporary situation of Paul. This sec-
tion establishes the Law as a gift and seeks to remove 
obedience to the Law as a burden. Part Three (Romans 
9:1-11:36) places the LORD’S steadfast love and faith-
fulness as the plan for the future. All nations, includ-

ing Paul’s nation of Israel, will believe in faith and 
grace as revealed in Jesus. Finally, Part Four (Romans 
12:1-16:27) establishes love, forgiveness, and grace as 
the basis of living an ethical life. How do we convince 
American culture and other non-Christian cultures 
that the resurrected Jesus is the answer to the problem 
of universal sin? That is where Paul begins in Romans 
and ends with instructions on how to live a Christ-like 
existence.

The Gospel of God is defined in Romans 1:2-6 as 
belonging to the people of God through Jesus Christ.  
Five statements are made connecting Jesus to the 
Gospel. First, the prophets point to Jesus as the Son of 
God. Next, Jesus is descended from David and is a He-
brew by birth. Third, God by the Holy Spirit recreated 
Jesus by resurrection. Next, through the resurrected 
Jesus grace and faith is available to all, both Jew and 
Gentile.  Fifth, faith in Jesus insures all people belong 
to God’s family.

Many revelations are made to the one who studies 
Romans. The world view presented by Paul is the truth 
the world needs. Jesus must be continually redis-
covered through the study of the four Gospels. The 
Gospel of God given through Jesus grants the ability 
to live an authentic Christ-centered life. 

Jesus: According to Romans
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Women in Ministry Circle meetings
Bread and Fish Sept. 11 9 a.m. Call Peggy Swearingen
Joyful Hearts Sept. 14 10 a.m. Room 100
Posies and Petals Sept. 14 10 a.m. Jenkins Fellowship Hall
Prayer Warriors Sept. 14 6:30 p.m. Lawson-Rain Chapel
SonFlowers Sept. 14 10 a.m.  Lawson-Rain Chapel
Soul Sisters Sept. 14 noon Jenkins Fellowship Hall
Serenity Sept. 14 3 p.m. Lawson-Rain Chapel
Women of Grace Sept. 13 6:30 p.m. 3002 Japonica Lane
Women of Valor* Sept. 8 6:30 p.m. Room 202

*Childcare available. Schedule a week in advance with Teresa Stewart in the church office, tstewart@florencefirst.org.

Just for Women Bible Study returns 
Just for Women Bible Study will meet weekly at 
First Presbyterian Church starting at noon on 
Tuesdays starting Tuesday, Sept. 14, and running 
through Nov. 16.

The 10-week study led by Yvonne Rhodes will be 
David: A Man After God’s Own Heart. The teaching 
session runs from noon to 1 p.m. Lunch will not be 
served. Register on first day of session.

Our goal is to be ‘A Woman After God’s Own 

Heart,’ and our first lesson will open with David, a 
shepherd boy.

In the years he spent alone in the pastures of Beth-
lehem, God prepared David to be king. Many 
people influenced David’s life. They included: Saul, 
Jonathan, Goliath, Abigail, Bathsheba and more. 
We will look at how God used these people to help 
bring David closer to God.
 
For more information,  email JFWministry@gmail.
com or call  843-393-2625.
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And so the story goes ... Early February 2016, the newly hired 
director began the tedious and necessary paperwork leading 
to the licensing of a full-day child development center. The 
first order of business was to develop a fire safety plan that 
would evacuate children and staff in the event of a fire or oth-
er emergency. Such plan and evacuation routes were posted 
in each classroom and all other necessary floor plans were 
submitted to the S.C. Childcare Fire Marshal for approval. 
In the meantime, a “Child Development Center Coming 
Soon,” banner was placed on the church lawn near Cherokee 
Road to alert the community of the intended opening of the 
center. Word spread fast and soon there was a large list of 
parents wanting spaces for their young children.
In early March, the S.C. Childcare Licensing Fire Marshall 
made his first appearance to the center and gave the thumbs 
up to the physical facility and the submitted paperwork.
The next order of business was the initial inspection from S.C. 
Childcare Licensing Agency which took place in mid-May. All 
parent policy handbooks, staff handbooks, procedure policies 
and other necessary forms were then submitted to the S.C. 
Childcare Licensing Agency for approval. By early June, all 
paperwork was approved the Child Development Center of 
First Presbyterian Church took a big step to becoming a real-
ity. Through the generous gifts given by the First Presbyterian 
Covenant Partners and others each center classroom was fully 
equipped with age-appropriate furniture, equipment and toys 
all ready and waiting for opening day.
Over the next couple of months numerous interviews were 
held and the search was on to find a group of qualified teach-
ers with a deep passion to work with young children and a 
desire to watch them learn and grow.  This group would be 
the first teaching team to set the stage for a new faith-based, 
quality child development center in the Florence area. 
On Monday, August 1, the new child development center staff 
came together to meet, train and set up their classrooms for 
opening day. The excitement was mounting and on Monday 
morning, August 8, 2016, the Child Development Center at 
First Presbyterian Church became a reality as we opened the 
doors to our 54 children and their families. 
The past five years have been a wonderful time of ministering 
to young families in the Florence area by providing quality 
childcare for their children. We look forward to many more 
years as we all learn and grow together!
Blessings,

The Making of the Child Development Center
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The Child Development Center  
Advisory Board is happy to an-
nounce that Shurrie Timmons has 
been promoted to Assistant Director 
of the First Presbyterian Church 
Child Development Center. 
Shurrie has been with the center 
since December 2016. During her 
time with us, she has filled many 
roles and has developed the skills 
necessary for this leadership posi-
tion. She is loved by and loves the 
children in our center. 
Additionally, she has gained the 
respect of her co-workers and the 
parents. She will continue to work in 
the Infant 2 room. In addition to her 
caregiving responsibilities, she will 
assist Director Beth Hepler (Mrs. 
Beth) with the day-to-day opera-
tions of the center. Her promotion is 
effective immediately. 
We are excited to announce this 
promotion and ask you to join us in 
congratulating her.   

Board promotes Timmons  
to Assistant Director

Elizabeth Hardaway, our CDC librarian, tackles the task of  catalogou-
ing all our books for our new library area.

Child Development Center seeks cook, childcare providers 
The Child Development Center has an immediate opening for a part-time 
cook for the center. The candidate must be at least 21 years old and have a 
high school diploma. Must have cooking experience to prepare meals and 
snacks for young children ages 1-5, according to SC Childcare Licensing 
Agency. Must have knowledge and experience planning lunch and snack 
menus, and experience ordering and shopping for necessary food items 
and supplies. 
The center also is accepting applications for childcare providers to work 
with children (6 weeks – 4K) in our center. The ideal candidate must be 
at least 18 years old, have a high school diploma or GED. An Associ-
ate degree in Early Child Development, Child Development Associate 
Credential (CDA) or completion of Early Childhood Development (ECD 
101) is preferred. All applicants must have a minimum of 6 months expe-
rience in a licensed, approved or registered childcare/preschool facility. 
The successful candidate must be a Christian and possess a deep love 
for children. Must be punctual and have a good work ethic. This person 
must be a flexible, self-motivated team player with the ability to work in 
a classroom full of energetic preschoolers. Must be willing to teach from 
curriculum, be hands on, fun and creative. Please send résumé with cover 
letter to info@florencefirst.org or fax 843-662-1726 or mail to First Pres-
byterian Church Child Development Center c/o Beth Hepler, 700 Park 
Ave., Florence, SC 29501. Please no phone calls or walk-ins.
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1
 6:00 PM Youth Group 
 6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
 7:00 AM Men’s Bible Study: Room 202
 10:30 AM Prayer Group: Lawson-Rain Chapel
 1:00 PM Bible Study: Zoom, Room 202
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
 9:00 AM Contemporary Worship Service
 9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal: JFH
 10:00 AM Sunday School
 11:00 AM Traditional Worship Service
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 6  LABOR DAY 
Church office closed for holiday 
 5:30 PM Stretch Your Faith: CLC
 7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study: Welcome Center
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
 7:00 AM Men’s Prayer Breakfast: Bazen’s
 10:30 AM WIM Bible Moderators: Lawson-Rain
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
 5:45 PM Family Night Cookout
 6:00 PM Women of Valor: Room 202
 6:00 PM Youth Group
 6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
 7:00 AM Men’s Bible Study: Room 202
 10:30 AM Prayer Group: Lawson-Rain Chapel
 1:00 PM Bible Study: Zoom, Room 202
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 PATRIOT DAY
 6:00 AM Parking Lot Mission: Hope Health
 9:00 AM Bread & Fish: Call Peggy Swearingen
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
 9:00 AM Contemporary Worship Service
 9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal: JFH
 10:00 AM Sunday School
 11:00 AM Traditional Worship Service
 5:30 PM Embracing God’s Word: CLC
 5:30 PM Youth Small Groups

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
 11:00 AM Enabling Committee Meeting: Women’s  
   Only Classroom
 12:30 PM Worship Committee Meeting: LR
 5:30 PM Stretch Your Faith: CLC
 6:30 PM GriefShare: Welcome Center, Price
 6:30 PM Women of Grace: Barbara Maffett home
 7:00 PM Boy Scouts
 7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study: Welcome Center

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
 7:00 AM Men’s Prayer Breakfast: Bazen’s
 10:00 AM WIM Joyful Hearts: Room 100
 10:00 AM WIM Posies & Petals: JFH
 10:00 AM WIM Sonflowers: LR
 12:00 PM Discipleship Meeting: Women’s Only   
   Classroom
 12:00 PM Just for Women Bible Study: CLC
 12:00 PM WIM Soul Sisters: JFH
 2:00 PM Fellowship Committee Meeting
 3:00 PM WIM Serenity: LR
 6:30 PM Prayer Warriors: LR

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
 12:00 PM Outreach Committee Meeting: Pilgrim,  
   Room 100
 5:45 PM Wednesday Night Dinner, Programs
 6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
 7:00 AM Men’s Bible Study: Room 202
 10:30 AM Prayer Group: Lawson-Rain Chapel
 1:00 PM Bible Study: Zoom, Room 202

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
 9:00 AM Contemporary Worship Service
 9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal: JFH
 10:00 AM Sunday School
 11:00 AM Traditional Worship Service
 5:30 PM Embracing God’s Word: CLC
 5:30 PM Youth Small Groups
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
 5:30 PM Stretch Your Faith: CLC
 6:30 PM GriefShare: Welcome Center, Price
 7:00 PM Boy Scouts
 7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study: Welcome Center

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
 7:00 AM Men’s Prayer Breakfast: Bazen’s
 10:45 AM CDC Music: JFH
 12:00 PM Just for Women Bible Study: CLC
 6:30 PM Board of Deacons: JFH

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
 5:45 PM Wednesday Night Dinner, Programs
 5:45 PM Youth Group (Locked Inn) 
 6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
 7:00 AM Men’s Bible Study: Room 202
 10:30 AM Prayer Group: Lawson-Rain Chapel
 1:00 PM Bible Study: Zoom, Room 202

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
 9:00 AM Contemporary Worship Service
 9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal: JFH
 10:00 AM Sunday School
 11:00 AM Traditional Worship Service
 3:00 PM Youth (Pee Dee Paintball) 
 5:30 PM Embracing God’s Word: CLC

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
 5:30 PM Stretch Your Faith: CLC
 6:30 PM GriefShare: Welcome Center, Price
 6:30 PM Jobs for Life: Lawson-Rain Chapel
 7:00 PM Boy Scouts
 7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study: Welcome Center

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
 7:00 AM Men’s Prayer Breakfast: Bazen’s
 10:45 AM CDC Music: JFH
 12:00 PM Just for Women Bible Study: CLC
 6:30 PM Session

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
 5:45 PM Wednesday Night Dinner, Programs
 6:00 PM Youth Group 
 6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
 7:00 AM Men’s Bible Study: Room 202
 10:30 AM Prayer Group: Lawson-Rain Chapel
 1:00 PM Bible Study: Zoom, Room 202



Remember in Prayer
Sick & Recovering
Butch Carroll  
Barbara Covington 
Aubrey Crawford
Kit Ellington 
Debbie Harwell 
Wanda Hill
Fred Kunz 
Dave Lawson 
Linda Lawson 
Isla Louise McCoy
Richard Nash 
Mary Catherine Rawlinson 
Jack Williams

Sympathy
Brett Green, loss of his mother
Family of Jessie Moss
Rocky Pearce, loss of brother-in-law 

Elders
Rufus Bratton
Laura Marechal

Deacons
Jeannie Beshere
Elizabeth McLean

Mission
Parking Lot Mission
The Emerts, Poetice

Women in Ministry
Ellen Fails
Barbara Maffett

Sunday School Teachers
Steve Grady
Dudley Saleeby

Staff
Ron Echols
Don Hebert

Households
FLOCK 1: Robbie and Whitney Suggs, Addison and Harper
FLOCK 2: Evans and Mary Jane Holland
FLOCK 3: Edward and Christie Henderson, Hank and George
FLOCK 4: Justin and Amanda Green
FLOCK 5: Hunter and Laura Bulloch, Hunter Grace and Addie
FLOCK 6: David and Melanie DuBose
FLOCK 7: Jimmy and Barbara Green, Ben and Lily
FLOCK 8: Stan Bergstrom

Extended Care
Home
Adele Kassab
Glenn Odom

Lowman Home
Mac King

Methodist Manor
Joyce Floyd
Marie Jordan
Maria Whitehead

Presbyterian Community
Ann Cash
Helen Foster
Aaron Leland
Clariann Kellam
Fred Swearingen

Lord, Hear 
Our Prayer

Memorials
Jack Cagle 
Margaret Cantey 
Joyce Haizlip 
Leslie Louise Sperr Hamilton 
Tom Kellam 
Bob Mitchell 
Jessie Mae Moss 
Mary Sherer 
Jamil & Yvonne Zakhour 

Honorariums
Ann Rodgers Chandler

SEPTEMBER 

Baptisms
Shepherd David,
son of Kendall and Haley Jackson

Charlotte Grace, 
daughter of John and Ashton Pennstrom

Mary Charles,
daughter of Alan and Mary Marshall 
Gribbin



September 1
Jimmy McLellan

September 2
Tyler Jackson

September 3
Devon Bowen
Lisa Dozier
Karen Jordan
Clara Maxwell

September 4
Stan Bergstrom
Blaine Carter
Chad Hayes
Clariann Kellam
Bob Whitesides

September 5
Elizabeth Blanton
Peggy Cagle
Kathryn Hopkins
Michelle Jones
Cathy Patrick

September 6
Betty Gandy
Sarah Porter

September 7
John Bankson
David Douglas
Kathy Hatfield

September 8
Morgan Banner
Alex Cotran
Paul Davis
Lee Nunn
John Scott

September 9
Anne Floyd
Hunter Morgan
Pearce Scott
Don Watts

September 10
Robin Cranford
Carol Fleenor
Caroline Garris
Ken Knudsen

September 11
Betty Bell
Debbie Harwell
Jason Newton

September 12
Mac King
Jo Ann Patton

September 13
Mary Watts

September 14
Bradford Brown

September 15
Chuck Collins
Mark Hanna
Carly Lewis
Dudley Saleeby

September 16
Matt Dowdell
Thomas Hemmingsen
Jeanne Watts

September 17
Mason Slaughter

September 19
Joyce Floyd
Edward Henderson
Peggy Taylor
Sara Watts

September 20
Marilyn Bays
Jason Coker
Darryl Evans 
Milly Slaughter

September 21
Jessica Carmichael
Greg Cleveland
Kate Genoble
Richard Genoble
Brandon Matthews
Richard Ryan

September 22
Rebecca Clancy
Mike Roycroft

September 23
John Ivey Brown
Mary Lachlan Campbell

September 24
John Joseph Alexander 
Stan Gaddy 
Zane Miles
Elizabeth Stuber Wheeler

September 25
Annie Abernathy 
Al Gilpin 
Grayson Jones

September 26
Ben Carter 
Hudson Kennedy
Brady Matthews

September 27
Grace Cleveland
Jack Cleveland 
Collins Coker 
Graham Rabon
Pam Turner

September 28
Lendi Watkins

September 29
Furman Brodie
Franklin Emerson 
Laura Purvis 
Jeremy Straus

September 30
Helen Foster 
Ella Hylton
Sara King
Ginger Owen
Luke Scott IV
Chuck van Witzenburg

September BIRTHDAYS 
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Scout meetings start back in September
After a summer break, meetings for both our Cub 
Scouts and Scouts BSA are starting back in September. 
Our Cub Scout ministry is for 5K-fifth grade boys and 
meets on Sunday afternoons once a month. If interested, 
contact one of our Cub Scout leaders Brandon Hylton or 
Weave Whitehead for additional information.
Our Scout meetings for sixth- through 12th-graders 
start back on Monday, September 13, in the Scout meet-
ing room.
Four First Presbyterian Eagle Scouts (Zane Morris, Jack 
Banner, Lucas Morgan and Michael Frost) are pictured 
with the rest of the crew that traveled to California for a 
week of backpacking at 10,000 feet.
The group, led by Hunter Morgan, visited the Merced 
Grove of giant sequoias in Yosemite National Park at the 
end of their July backpacking trip in the eastern Sierras. 

Two adult Bible studies combine classes
The Good Samaritan and Grace & Truth Sunday 
School Classes are combining classes. Any adult 
looking for a Sunday School Class is welcome to join. 
There will be singing, fellowship, and Bible study.
This class will start at 10 a.m. Sunday, August 29, at 
10 a.m. with coffee and refreshments in the Law-
son-Rain Chapel.
We look forward to having you join us in this new 
opportunity for study and fellowship.

Landscape helpers needed at HOPE Village
House of Hope is looking for volunteers to help with 
landscaping and putting together raised garden beds 
at the Tiny Houses campus from 8 to 11 a.m. on Sat-
urdays, September 18 and September 25. Drills and 
saws are needed for the garden beds project. Shovels 
and gloves are needed for landscaping tasks.
This is a collaborative effort with other area churches. 
Contact Janet Brand for more information.

Embracing God’s Word to start fall session
Embracing God’s Word: A Study in Matthew will be 
on Sunday nights from 5:30 to 7 p.m. from September 
12 to October 24, and January 9 through February 20 
in the Christian Life Center. The non-denominational 
lecture will be with women, men, and couples’ small 
groups. Cost is $10. For more information, email 
Janet Brand, janet81661@aol.com.

Fellowship Unit seeks volunteers
The Session Fellowship Unit is gathering a list of vol-
unteers who like to bake, help serve, provide refresh-
ments, set up, etc., as needed for church meetings, 
lunches, and events. If you would like to be on this 
list, please email Elder Tabatha Davis at tabathasd@
yahoo.com.  

Congregational Care offers visits 
As your Congregational Care Assistant, Rev. Mike 
Fleenor’s call includes visiting the sick, shut-ins, and 
elderly. Please contact him if you would like a visit: 
843-992-2109 or mfleenor@ntelos.net. 

— To submit a brief for the newsletter or bulletin, 
please email Kim Brauss at kbrauss@florencefirst.org.
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From Shakespeare to the Inklings: The Bible’s 
Impact on Creative Imagination will be held March 
16-18 at Montreat in North Carolina. 

This unique Inklings (C.S. Lewis, Tolkien, etc.) 
conference highlights the Bible’s impact on West-
ern Civilization, affecting authors, musicians and 
artists from the 15th century through today. It 
will change your world view – from the medieval 
society lit only by fire to the incandescent musings 
and works of the Oxford-based Inklings of the 20th 
century.

Come learn from world-renowned scholars, who 
will reveal the Bible’s influence on the:
* the greatest English Playwright (William Shake-
speare);
* the greatest English Epic Poet (John Milton);
* the greatest English Novelist & Allegorical work 
of the 17th – 19th centuries (John Bunyan);
* the most popular legend – King Arthur and the 
Round Table – and its treatment through the cen-
turies, especially by the Inklings;
* leading 20th Century Christian writers from the 
Inklings (C.S. Lewis, J.R.R. Tolkien, Charles Wil-
liams, et al) to Dorothy Sayers.

Plus there will be a limited museum display during 
the conference of illuminated manuscripts, the 
Saint John’s Bible – the first calligraphy and illu-
minated art Bible in 500 years, an original Folio of 
Shakespeare Plays from the early 1600s, and much 
more!

Limited attendance. First come, first served.
Act now to reserve your attendance at this confer-
ence with a unique perspective on Christian faith 
affecting the literary and art culture for the past 
750 years.

This event is hosted by the Presbyterian Heritage 
Center. Register at https://montreat.org/forms/
from-shakespeare-to-the-inklings-registration.

REGISTRATION
Registration covers the program lectures and pan-
els, plus it includes two (2) dinners, one (1) lunch; 
refreshments at the plenary session breaks, as 
well as helping to cover general meeting ex-
penses (equipment, audio-visuals, meeting room 
charges, speaker expenses, etc.). Rooms at the 
Assembly Inn are also available.

Note: If you attended the November 2019 C.S. 
Lewis conference in Montreat that was created by 
the Presbyterian Heritage Center, you are eligible 
for a $20 additional savings on any rate. (2019 
Lewis Conference Savings)

Pricing dates               Individual    Group Discount  
               (10 or more)
Pricing from April 19  
to August 15  $225/person    $195/person

Pricing from August 16  
to December 31  $260/person     $230/person
         Before Nov. 15
Pricing from January 1 
to March 17  $300/person     $300/person

To register a group, please contact the registrar 
at barrye@montreat.org with a list of who you are 
registering as well as any dietary requirements. 
The registrar will contact you shortly afterward to 
confirm your group registration.

No refunds will be made after February 16. 

Cancellations are subject to a $25 service fee. If 
cancelling by Nov. 30, a full refund minus the ser-

Conference on Inklings 
to be held at Montreat
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Embracing God’s Word 
A Study in Matthew 

Join Us! 
Sunday’s, 5:30 - 7:00 PM 

Christian Life Center 
First Presbyterian Church 

September 12th - October 24th 
January 9th - February 20th 

Cost $10.00 

Register @ ______________ 
Lecture with women’s, men’s, couple’s small groups 

For more information contact ________________ 

 
“Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me...and you  

will find rest for your soul”  Matthew 11:29 

Embracing God’s Word 
A Study in Matthew 

Join Us! 
Sunday’s, 5:30 - 7:00 PM 

Christian Life Center 
First Presbyterian Church 

September 12th - October 24th 
January 9th - February 20th 

Cost $10.00 

Register @ ______________ 
Lecture with women’s, men’s, couple’s small groups 

For more information contact ________________ 

 
“Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me...and you  

will find rest for your soul”  Matthew 11:29 

Janet Brand,
janet81661@aol.com.

GriefShare will be held for 13 weeks from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on Mondays starting 
September 13 in the Welcome Center and Price Classroom at First Presbyterian 
Church. You’ll find it to be a warm, caring environment, and you will come to see 
your group as an “oasis” on your journey through grief. 
GriefShare support groups are led by people who understand what you are going 
through and want to help. You’ll gain access to valuable GriefShare resources  
to help you recover from your loss and look forward to rebuilding your life. 
For more information, email Susan Snow at susdus@aol.com.
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It is hard to believe that school is back in session, and 
that fall is right around the corner.  Susan and I want 
to say a special thanks to the wonderful folks who 
have volunteered to work with the children in any way.  
There are too many volunteers to name, but please 
know how grateful we are that you will be working 
with our little ones in children’s ministry.
Here are some recent happenings and programs getting 
underway for Children’s Ministry.

Rally Day for Sunday School
A Rally Day was held on August 8 to kick off the start 
of Sunday School. Approximately 135 children, parents 
and Sunday School teachers were in attendance for the 
kick-off, which was held in the CLC. We had a special 
welcome, opening prayer and blessing, breakfast, time 
of remembrance, introduction of teachers, orientation 
of child drop-off and pick-up, and a meet and greet of 
Sunday School teachers and children.

Ministry Safe
Ministry Safe is an online Child Abuse Prevention 
Training adopted by our church. We are having great 
success with the teachers doing this online training. 

Back in session
Presentation of Bibles to our first-graders
Our rising first-graders were presented with their Bibles 
on August 8 at both services.

Wednesday Night Program
Our kick-off is lined up for September 8 with fun for 
the entire family. A cook-out, bounce house, games, and 
of course ... Todd the Balloon Guy will be here with his 
amazing talent.  Wednesday Night Classes will start the 
next Wednesday with classes broken up into 3K-5K, 
1st-3rd, 4th-5th grade doing Bible Drill, and sixth grade 
doing their Catechism class.

Help still needed for Children’s Church
A Children’s Church Sign-up Sheet is available when 
you use the link below.  Children’s Church is offered 
during the 9 and 11 a.m. services each Sunday. It is a 
short time with a lesson, a Bible verse, and a craft/ac-
tivity leaflet. You may sign up to be the teacher or the 
helper.  If you choose to be the teacher, I will email you 
the lesson. If you choose to be the helper, please com-
municate with the teacher assigned for that Sunday, and 
then help walk the children to Children’s Church from 
the sanctuary. Thank you so much for helping!

First-graders were presented with their Bibles on August 8 at both services.
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Construction is underway on the porticos for 
the Sanctuary side entrances. In addition to 
beautification of  the entrances, when finished 
the porticos will provide protection from  
inclement weather for our covenant partners 
and guests as they leave the Sanctuary.  
Additionally, the porticos will protect the doors 
from the elements. As part of  this project, an 
automatic door opener will be installed at the 
ramp entrance to improve accessibility to the 
Sanctuary.

Portico improvements
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The school year is in full swing, and we have been busy 
planning events for the year. We are consistently meeting 
on Sunday and Wednesday nights. It has been good to 
have Sunday School start back. 

Special thanks to Sallyann Frost for leading us in wor-
ship. I am so encouraged to see how many of the youth 
are eager to volunteer their time, whether it be with the 
East Florence Mission, youth council, meal prep or help-
ing organize the youth areas.

We are looking forward to Small Groups beginning this 
month and thankful for the leaders we have this year. 
Please feel free to reach out at any time if you are inter-
ested in volunteering your time with the youth or mento-
ring one of them. Email tgarrett@florencefirst.org.

If you have any gently used furniture in your home that 
you are thinking of getting rid of, please consider donat-
ing it to the youth. We are still looking for a few items 
to finish the newly renovated rooms, such as couches, 
chairs, tables and games.                                                         

Youth Ministry
Upcoming Events

Church Cookout: Wednesday, September 8: 5:45-
7:30 p.m.

Small Groups: Sunday, September 12 & 19: 5:30-7 
p.m. Dinner provided. Locations TBD.

BIG Group Meeting: Sunday, September 26: 5 – 7 
p.m. Dinner provided.     

Senior Breakfast: Tuesday, September 28: 7 a.m. at 
Eggs Up Grill.

Sunday School (10-11 a.m.): September 5, 12, 19 
and 26. Light breakfast served.

Wednesday Night Youth Group (6-7:30 p.m.): Sep-
tember 1, 15, 22 and 29. Dinner provided.

Coffee at F.E. Pops (7 a.m. – until): Thursdays, Sep-
tember 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30
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CHURCH STAFF
Senior Pastor and Head of Staff Dr. Darryl Evans 
Associate Pastor Rev. Chris Handley
Congregational Care Assistant Rev. Mike Fleenor
Director of Music/Organist Mrs. Ann Rodgers Chandler
Praise Team Leader Mr. Vic Rockhill
Interim Director of Youth and NextGen Ministries Ms. Christina “Taiter” Garrett
Children’s Ministry Director Mrs. Wynde Edwards
Children's Ministry Assistant Mrs. Susan Snow
Child Development Center Director Mrs. Beth Hepler
Church Administrator Rev. Don Hebert
Ministry Assistant Ms. Teresa Stewart
Financial Assistant Mrs. Gwen DuRant
Ministry Assistant Ms. Kimberly Brauss
Head Custodian Mr. Ron Echols
Custodian Mr. Sidney Ruff
Housekeeping Ms. Wanda LaSane

700 PARK AVE., FLORENCE, SC 29501
PHONE: 843-662-2583
FAX: 843-662-1726 
www.florencefirst.org


