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from the transitional pastor

Lord brings opportunities when needed
2
019 seemed so far away when
Cissy and I began 2018. I do
not know how you began
2018. We were taking down our
Christmas decorations. Inside our
home in Spartanburg, Cissy was
removing and carefully placing all
our Christmas tree ornaments and
decorations in their appropriate
boxes. Outside, I was taking down
our icicle lights from around the
roof of our house and storing them
in their boxes. I was also putting up
our angel with her moving wings
and the floodlights we shone upon
her. I also was putting in their boxes
the 12 wreaths from our doors and
windows and the spotlights that
illuminated them at night. We had
absolutely no thought of being any
church’s “transitional pastor” or
moving to Florence full time be-

ginning in September. But the Lord
always has surprised us with new
experiences and new opportunities when we least expected them.
We are so pleased at his surprise of
spending the last part of 2018 and
beginning 2019 with you.
I think of my calling in Christ as
“making disciples” of the Risen
Jesus, MT 28:16-20, and helping
present his disciples “mature in
Him,” Colossians 1:28-29. So far I
have served as your “preacher” on
Sunday mornings. And the Lord
has given me new experiences and
new opportunities digging into his
words in Scripture each week and
praying about the message he will
give me. I especially enjoy working
with our staff: Chris, Don, Alexis,
Brock, Beth, Mike, Teresa, Gwen,

Kim, Ron, Wanda, and Sidney. You
also have a great group of elders and
deacons. I look forward to the new
opportunities and experiences the
Lord will give us together in 2019.
My hope for 2019 is that together we can grow more mature in
trusting Jesus and in “hearing and
putting into practice” His instructions, as we grow in following him
together. My prayer is that this will
be a year blessed by the Lord for all
of us.
With deep appreciation and gratitude,

My hope for 2019 is that together we can grow more mature in trusting Jesus
and in “hearing and putting into practice” His instructions, as we grow in
following him together.
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A Thought or Two Challenging You Toward Discipleship

Take note: God’s moving in our midst
We would do well to memorialize (baptism) in
W
e had a wonderful experience of baptizing 7-year-old
Kate Genoble on December
16, which just so happened to be
her mom, Caroline’s, birthday. It
would be a special gift, for sure, to
baptize your child on another memorable day in the life of your family.
I’m sure the memory of the baptism
will forever be etched in the memory, Caroline!

the child’s life by framing a picture of the moment
or dating a Christmas ornament and hanging it on
the tree every year. That memorial would help you
celebrate God’s grace even more when a child
confirms God’s work when they claim faith.

infant. Creating some memorial of
this moment is important, as well.
This moment made me ponder a
couple of things that I want to share The moment becomes part of your
faith story (e.g. “On [this date] I was
with you. First, a baptism — no
matter whether it is an infant, child, baptized as I gave my life to Jesus.)
Similarly confirmation is the seaor adult — is a very significant
son when young people (generally
moment in the journey of faith. It
sixth- or seventh-graders) who have
has the significance of a birthday,
been baptized profess their faith
maybe even more so. As a faith
(state that they believe that Jesus
community, let’s treat it as such.
died for their sin and give their
hearts to Him by faith), “confirmAt an infant’s baptism we believe
ing” the promise that God’s work,
that the child is receiving the
which began before we knew it, has
promise of God’s involvement, His
been fruitful and true faith is now
promised pursuit of the infant is
evident.
what we celebrate and needs to be
remembered. We would do well to
What happened with Kate Genomemorialize this moment in the
ble, making a profession of faith
child’s life by framing a picture of
the moment or dating a Christmas at 7 years old, happens more often
ornament and hanging it on the tree than we tend to recognize. This is
wonderfully significant, in that, as
every year. That memorial would
help you celebrate God’s grace even a child professes faith in Jesus they
are invited/welcome to receive the
more when a child confirms God’s
Lord’s Supper. Kate, Caroline, and
work when they claim faith.
I spoke of the fact that faith is the
pre-requisite for coming to the
In a similar fashion, baptism of
Lord’s Table; therefore, she should
children and adults is significant,
now partake. I’m excited for her
and we would do well to make a
when we serve Communion next.
big deal of the moment. Baptism
If your child decides before sixth
of children and adults happens if
grade that they want to live for Jethat person was not baptized as an

sus, it is time to confirm that reality
(do not wait) and welcome them to
the Table, as well. We have resources that are very helpful to read with
your child and should be utilized as
a tool for this teachable moment.
Sixth-graders would do well (required) to move through the curriculum and experience that Alexis has
developed, which would only serve
to solidify the faith that they have
already professed.
God moved in our midst as Kate
professed her faith in the Lord
Jesus, so it only makes sense to note
God’s work. Let us help one another continue to note the moments
where God breaks through into our
life together. If you are a parent and
want help with how to talk to your
child about faith, please contact us.
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from the church administrator

Church upgrading to new ACS product
Who Do I Call?
F
irst Presbyterian Church has a long history with
ACS Technologies when it comes to our church
database management system. ACS Technologies
is the leading provider of information management
software and service solutions to nearly 50,000 churches, schools, and organizational offices. Our relationship
goes much deeper than a vendor/customer relationship. ACS Technologies is a local company founded in 1978. Additionally, several
of our covenant partners are employed
by ACS Technologies. In the coming
months, we will be upgrading to a new ACS product
called Realm.

First Presbyterian Church is fortunate to have three
very talented Ministry Assistants who provide administrative support to our staff and assist our covenant
partners. In addition to general knowledge about the
ministry of First Presbyterian Church, each of our ministry assistants has specialized responsibilities.
Teresa Stewart is our Ministry Assistant who can
answer most of your questions regarding membership
matters, Women In Ministry and general church information. Teresa also provides administrative support to
the Senior Pastor.
Kim Brauss is our Communications Ministry Assistant. Kim’s responsibilities include publication of the
Realm is a 100 percent web-based solution that helps
monthly newsletter (The Reminder), the weekly wororganizational staff track congregations, contributions, ship bulletins, maintenance of the church website and
send mass emails, enter other social media (Facebook, etc.) Kim also provides
contribution records,
administrative support to our Associate Pastor.
manage small groups, Gwen DuRant is our Financial Assistant. Gwen is the
secure check-in and
person to contact if you have questions related to your
connect members
contributions. She also handles accounts payable and
together online. First
payroll for the church and our Child Development
Presbyterian Church
Center.
has approximately 800
covenant partners of all 2018 Contribution Statements
ages. Many of you are
All covenant partners and others who have made finaninvolved in numerous cial contributions to support the ministries of First
groups and ministries Presbyterian Church during 2018 will receive a contriin our church. Our
bution statement summarizing your annual giving for
church management
2018. The IRS requires that we provide this informasystem helps our staff, tion no later than January 31. The 2018 contribution
elders, deacons, Sunday statements will be mailed on or around January 15.
School teachers and
Thank you for your continued financial support of First
other ministry leadPresbyterian Church.
ers keep track of who
is involved and who
needs to be involved.
The church is often referred to as a family of faith, and
we want to keep up with our family members. In the
coming weeks you will hear more about Realm and
how it will help each of you stay connected with the
other members of the family of faith known as First
Presbyterian Church.

from the congregational care assistant

T
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Paul and the Corinthians

he Corinthian correspondence between Paul and
the church at Corinth gives a window into the
nature of the Church in the mid-first century. I
believe there are parts of at least seven letters included
in 1 Corinthians and 2 Corinthians. Paul founded the
church in Corinth on his second missionary journey.
“After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth (Acts
18:1).”
“One night the Lord said to Paul in a vision, ‘Do not
be afraid, but speak and do not be silent; for I am with
you, and no one will lay a hand on you to harm you,
for there are many in this city who are my people.’ He
stayed there a year and six months, teaching the word
of God among them (ACTS 18:9-11).” The best estimation of the 18 months spent in Corinth is November
50 until May 52. A violent protest caused Paul to leave
and to stay in Ephesus. After a trip to Jerusalem, Paul
based his missionary activity from Ephesus. Paul spent
two years there writing Galatians and Corinthians. In 1
Corinthians 5:9, Paul references the first letter written,
which is lost. A fragment of that letter may be included
in 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1. The theme of this first letter
is a warning not to associate with sexually immoral
persons. This warning is repeated throughout Paul’s
letters to Corinth.

REV. MIKE
FLEENOR’S BLOG
https://onepastorsponderings.
wordpress.com/

reasons for his opposition because he felt the Gospel
had been corrupted. Corinth was a place that tolerated any kind of behavior. Paul preached the Gospel
of Christ crucified and the morality of holy living. By
reading 1 and 2 Corinthians the Gospel can be heard
and the new Christians are urged to be righteous. The
comparison with modern America transfers accurately
from the study of Corinthians. We as modern Christians can learn much about how to live a Christ-like
life in the modern world.

There are many issues Paul deals with in the letters to
the Corinthians. We do not have the letters the Corinthians wrote to Paul; however, we have his response letters. Romans is Paul’s most theological letter and many
of the issues explained in Corinthians are expanded
in Romans. In subsequent letters to the Corinthian
church, Paul speaks on sexual immorality, unity under
Christ in the Church, the importance of the Crucified
The city of Corinth was a thriving new colony of
Rome. The old city had been destroyed in 146 B.C. by Christ, his authority as apostle to the Gentiles, Spiritual
gifts, Love as the greatest gift, worship practices, and
the Romans. The city was rebuilt in 44 B.C. and populated by Romans freed from slavery. Corinth became the bodily resurrection of human beings in a Spiritual
body. These issues and concerns continue to concern
the capital of the province of Achaia. As a seaport
city bordering on two seas, the city became pluralistic both Christians and non-Christians in today’s world.
In the coming months in The Reminder, I would like to
and contained many religions including Christianity,
worship through sexual activity, early Gnosticism, and examine these issues and to listen carefully to the Word
Judaism. There were those in the church who blended as expressed in Corinthians.
Christianity and Judaism. This was the false gospel
Paul opposed. His letter to the Galatians includes the

Flowers in the Sanctuary
Do you have a friend or relative you would like to honor?
Sign up to place memorial flowers in the Sanctuary.
Please contact Genia Tyson (genia_tyson@hotmail.com or 665-0295)
or Melba Whitesides (669-8209). Please leave your name, number,
and date you wish to reserve.
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women in ministry

Women welcome to Women in Ministry’s Mid-Winter Gathering
All women in our church community are invited to
the Mid-Winter Gathering from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Thursday, January 24, in the CLC. Once again we will be
cutting, counting, packaging, and praying over prayer
cloths for the Tabernacle Project. We will need cutting
boards and rotary cutters and sharp scissors. Please
notify Donna Grubb if you can supply any of these items
by calling or texting 843-409-1234.
Also, we will write notes to send to our college students
along with a gift card. A vegetable soup lunch will be
served.
There will be a short business meeting during which
we will elect two women to serve on the Nominating
Committee. Be sure the person you plan to nominate is
willing to serve. Please mark your calendars and join us!

Women in Ministry Monthly Groups

W

omen in Ministry’s aim is to strengthen
our relationship with God and build each
other up in the body of Christ.

If you are not involved in a circle, please, join
in for Christian fellowship and Bible study. We
have a place for you!

Bread and Fish
Joyful Hearts
Posies and Petals
Prayer Warriors
SonFlowers
Soul Sisters
Serenity
Women of Grace

Jan. 12
Jan. 15
Jan. 15
Jan. 15
Jan. 15
Jan. 15
Jan. 15
Jan. 10

New Women’s Bible study
A new Women’s Bible Study, The Ways of God,
will be held on Thursday mornings led by Cissy
Bankhead. It will start January 10, and run from
9 to 10:30 a.m. on Thursdays in the Lawson-Rain
room.

9 a.m.
10 a.m.
10 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
10 a.m.
noon
3 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Call Jan Green
Presbyterian Community
Lawson-Rain Chapel
Lawson-Rain Chapel
2062 Wren Court
Price Classroom
Lawson-Rain Chapel
Home of Barbara Maffett

Get involved in Music Ministry

Tuesdays
1:30 p.m. Ladies’ Ensemble (Ladies of all ages)
4 p.m. Girls’ Ensemble (Sixth grade and older)
Wednesdays
5 p.m. Chancel Handbell Choir
6:45 p.m. Preschool Choir
6:30 p.m. Children’s Choir
6:30 p.m. Praise Team Rehearsal
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal

If you’re interested in joining the music ministry, please
call Ann Rodgers Chandler, Director of Music, at the
church office, 843-662-2583.

pastor nominating committee

Dear Fellow Covenant Partners:
The PNC has been meeting almost weekly since January of 2017 when we were charged with the task of
finding the one whom God has chosen to lead this great congregation into its next season of ministry. The
first few months following the formation of the PNC were spent with necessary organizational matters,
consultation with ECO, the development and launch of a congregational survey and the creation of a
Church Information Form (CIF). This form is basically our notice or advertisement that we are looking for
a senior pastor. The CIF was posted in June of 2017 and from that point, we began receiving inquiries and
resumes from interested pastors from across the country. Since then, we have been able to view or listen to
hundreds of sermons from many of these pastors. Additionally, we have had video teleconferences with
numerous interested candidates and have traveled to hear pastors preach in several states. We have had
interested pastors come to Florence to visit us, some of whom have spent time in Florence and have
worshiped in our sanctuary.
Ours is a national search and has involved pastors ordained in and outside ECO. Because of the strong
leadership of this church and its vibrant congregation, First Florence is an attractive place for a pastor and
his or her family to locate, and we have had several world class candidates want to come here. While we
have felt on one or more occasions that we were close to making a recommendation, to date our PNC has
not felt a call from the Holy Spirit. That is not to say that we have not witnessed the powerful presence of
the Holy Spirit in this process. We have seen that presence in remarkable ways, not just in the lives of the
PNC members, but also in the lives of the candidates as well.
So what does all that mean for us now? For us it means that our search continues. We are told that the
average time to find a pastor is 2 years. Since we began receiving inquiries and resumes in June of 2017,
we are still well within that time frame. We know the one whom God has chosen to be our senior pastor is
out there, and that He is using this time to prepare us all for that great day when the PNC can proudly
stand before the congregation and announce whom we believe God has called.
In the interim, our work will continue.
Our church is blessed with a remarkable staff and yet another wonderful transitional pastor. We serve a
great God who always keeps His promises and never leaves or forsakes us. Thank you for your patience as
we work through this process. We covet your prayers every day for each of us, for the one whom God has
called and their family, and for our congregation as well.
In Christ,
Mike Nunn, Jayne Boswell, Jeannie Brodie,
Amy Williams, Joe McLean, Brandon Hylton,
Ellen Wilhoit, Robert Moore and Rob Hall
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child development center

Children
created
wreaths
to get in
the spirit
of the
season.

Promote emotional, physiological well-being with hugs

I

have always admired Mother Teresa. When she
received the Nobel Prize, she was asked, “What can
we do to promote world peace?” She answered, “Go
home and love your family.”
This morning I stopped in to speak to the 1-year-olds
in their classroom. They were all looking out the window toward the parking lot. One of their little classmates was on her way in to the CDC with her daddy.
The children inside waiting were so excited. A few minutes later the classroom door opened and in walked
the little child. Her classmates all ran up to her, and she
gave each one of them a little hug! It was the sweetest
thing to see and made my heart happy. Children are
spontaneous. They give awesome hugs.
Scientific studies say that hugs are incredibly good for
us. A hug can lower your blood pressure, trigger the
release of healthy hormones (such as oxytocin) and
relieve stress. Giving an abundance of affection to children in form of hugs and kisses is very important for
their growth and development. Showing affection encourages social, emotional, and physical development.
Walking in and out of the CDC classrooms, I often see
first-hand our staff giving hugs to the children. Doctors
recommend a minimum of 4-6 hugs per day for our
emotional and physiological well-being! Everyone, but
especially young children, need to be cuddled. They
need physical touch. They need comfort. They need a
safe place when they feel scared or nervous. Kids crave
attention. They want hugs when they are happy. They
need hugs when they are sad. Kids want proof that we

Children ride tricycles
still love them even when they’ve been difficult. Teenagers especially need hugs. Even though they may shy
away from public affection, they crave acceptance.
What will you do to promote world peace in 2019?
January 21 is National Hugging Day! Embrace your
loved ones and celebrate! Happy Hugging!

birthdays

January 2

Judge Emert
Meg Lewis
Mike Morgan

January 3

Joyce Fincannon
Tom Lewis
Allison McElveen

January 4

Joe Carter
Larry Grubb
Ravyn Miles

January 5

January 12

Brown Johnson
Katon Sanderson
Murray Sanderson
Hanna Shin
Ginger Sullivan
Donnie Wheeler

January 13

David Crockett
Jordan Page

January 15

Dewitt Fincannon
Stephanie Rawlinson

Grady Moore
Mike Watts

Joe McLean

January 6

January 17

January 16

Beah Carter
Butch Carroll
Grace Singletary
Hannah Lane
Samuel Jennings Stokes Jayce Newton
Rachel Odom
January 7
Ansley Kate Ramirez
Bryce Christian

January 18

Bryan Spearman

Josh Osterhout
Zack Turner

January 9

January 19

January 8

Russell James
Lylli Player
Rhett Spencer

January 11
Joe Eason

Caitlin Bray
Scott Collins
Gracelyn Elmendorf
Stephen Handley
Dorothy Harris

January 20

January 27

January 22

January 28

Susie Miles
Lucy Moore
Emily Carter

Dottie Handley
Leigh Copeland

January 23

Ron Echols
Kathy Hayes
Mills Nunn
Jay Pearson
Munford Scott
Ed Turner

January 24

Jack Cagle
Chuck Dennis
Tommy Walker
Richie Wilhoit

January 25

Brad Campbell
Judy Fuller
Jess Nance

January 26

Nancy Bostian
Steve Edwards
Chris Handley
Jake Lewis
Karen McBride
Jim Sanyi

Mr. Joe McLean
Claire Goodstein
Linda Lawson
Christa Godwin

January 29

Weaver Whitehead

January 30

Sims Bratton
Letty Hall
Lori Stokes

January 31

Alva Whitehead
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calendar of events

TUESDAY, JANUARY 1
NEW YEAR’S DAY – OFFICE CLOSED
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 2
5:00 PM Adult Handbells
5:00 PM Basketball Practice: 12U
6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
7:30 PM Basketball Practice: 14U
THURSDAY, JANUARY 3
7:15 AM Men’s Breakfast: Presbyterian Community
4:00 PM Christmas Cleanup
6:00 PM Basketball Practice: 10U
7:30 PM Basketball Practice: 17U
FRIDAY, JANUARY 4
4:00 PM Basketball Practice: Girls
SUNDAY, JANUARY 6
9:00 AM Contemporary Worship
10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Traditional Worship Service
4:30 PM Volleyball
5:00 PM Engaging God’s Word Bible Study: JFH
5:30 PM Youth Fellowship
MONDAY, JANUARY 7
10:00 AM Monday Morning Prayer Group
4:30 PM Stretch Your Faith: Lawson-Rain
5:30 PM Basketball Practice: 14 U
5:45 PM Stretch Your Faith: Lawson-Rain
TUESDAY, JANUARY 8
7:00 AM Men’s Breakfast
9:30 AM Women’s Prayer Group
9:45 AM WiM CT Committee Meeting
11:00 AM WiM Bible Moderators Meeting
12:00 PM Keenagers Luncheon: JFH
1:30 PM Ladies’ Ensemble Rehearsal
5:00 PM Basketball Practice: 8U
5:00 PM Women’s Prayer Group – Hucks
6:00 PM Basketball Practice: Girls
7:00 PM Basketball Practice: 17U
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9
5:00 PM Adult Handbells
5:00 PM Basketball Practice: 12U
6:00 PM Family Night Dinner: JFH
6:30 PM Wednesday night programs
6:30 PM First Connections
6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
7:30 PM Basketball Practice: 14U
7:30 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAY, JANUARY 10
7:15 AM Men’s Breakfast: Presbyterian Community
6:00 PM Basketball Practice: 10U
6:30 PM Women of Grace: Home of Barbara Maffett
7:30 PM Basketball Practice: 17U
FRIDAY, JANUARY 11
4:00 PM Basketball Practice: Girls
SUNDAY, JANUARY 13
9:00 AM Contemporary Worship
10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Traditional Worship Service
4:30 PM Volleyball
5:00 PM Engaging God’s Word Bible Study: JFH
5:30 PM Youth Fellowship
MONDAY, JANUARY 14
10:00 AM Monday Morning Prayer Group
4:30 PM Stretch Your Faith: Lawson-Rain
5:30 PM Basketball Practice: 14 U
5:45 PM Stretch Your Faith: Lawson-Rain
7:00 PM Boy Scouts: Scout Room
TUESDAY, JANUARY 15
7:00 AM Men’s Breakfast
9:30 AM Women’s Prayer Group
10:00 AM WiM Joyful Hearts: Presbyterian Community
10:00 AM WiM Posies & Petals: Lawson-Rain Chapel
1 0:00 AM WiM SonFlowers: 2062 Wren Court
12:00 PM WiM Soul Sisters: Price Classroom
1:30 PM Ladies’ Ensemble Rehearsal
3:00 PM WiM Serenity: Lawson-Rain Chapel
5:00 PM Basketball Practice: 8U
5:00 PM Women’s Prayer Group – Hucks
6:00 PM Basketball Practice: Girls
6:30 PM Prayer Warriors: Lawson-Rain Chapel
7:00 PM Basketball Practice: 17U
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 16
5:00 PM Adult Handbells
5:00 PM Basketball Practice: 12U
6:00 PM Family Night Dinner: JFH
6:30 PM First Connections
6:30 PM Wednesday night programs
6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
7:30 PM Basketball Practice: 14U
7:30 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal

calendar of events

THURSDAY, JANUARY 17
7:15 AM Men’s Breakfast: Presbyterian Community
6:00 PM Basketball Practice: 10U
7:30 PM Basketball Practice: 17U
FRIDAY, JANUARY 18
4:00 PM Basketball Practice: Girls
SATURDAY, JANUARY 19
10:00 AM Aglow International: JFH and LR
4:00 PM Respite Night
SUNDAY, JANUARY 20
9:00 AM Contemporary Worship
10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Traditional Worship Service
4:30 PM Volleyball
5:00 PM Engaging God’s Word Bible Study: JFH
5:30 PM Youth Fellowship
MONDAY, JANUARY 21
10:00 AM Monday Morning Prayer Group
4:30 PM Stretch Your Faith: Lawson-Rain
5:30 PM Basketball Practice: 14 U
5:45 PM Stretch Your Faith: Lawson-Rain
7:00 PM Boy Scouts: Scout Room
TUESDAY, JANUARY 22
7:00 AM Men’s Breakfast
9:30 AM Women’s Prayer Group
1:30 PM Ladies’ Ensemble Rehearsal
5:00 PM Basketball Practice: 8U
5:00 PM Women’s Prayer Group – Hucks
6:00 PM Basketball Practice: Girls
6:30 PM Session
7:00 PM Basketball Practice: 17U
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 23
5:00 PM Adult Handbells
5:00 PM Basketball Practice: 12U
6:00 PM Family Night Dinner: JFH
6:30 PM Wednesday night programs
6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
7:30 PM Basketball Practice: 14U
7:30 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAY, JANUARY 24
7:15 AM Men’s Breakfast: Presbyterian Community
10:00 AM WiM Midwinter Gathering: CLC
6:00 PM Basketball Practice: 10U
7:30 PM Basketball Practice: 17U
FRIDAY, JANUARY 25
4:00 PM Basketball Practice: Girls
SUNDAY, JANUARY 27
9:00 AM Contemporary Worship
10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Traditional Worship Service
4:30 PM Volleyball
5:00 PM Engaging God’s Word Bible Study: JFH
5:30 PM Youth Fellowship
MONDAY, JANUARY 28
10:00 AM Monday Morning Prayer Group
4:30 PM Stretch Your Faith: Lawson-Rain
5:30 PM Basketball Practice: 14 U
5:45 PM Stretch Your Faith: Lawson-Rain
7:00 PM Boy Scouts: Scout Room
TUESDAY, JANUARY 29
7:00 AM Men’s Breakfast
9:30 AM Women’s Prayer Group
1:30 PM Ladies’ Ensemble Rehearsal
5:00 PM Basketball Practice: 8U
5:00 PM Women’s Prayer Group – Hucks
6:00 PM Basketball Practice: Girls
7:00 PM Basketball Practice: 17U
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 30
1:00 PM Red Cross Blood Drive: Lawson-Rain
5:00 PM Adult Handbells
5:00 PM Basketball Practice: 12U
6:00 PM Family Night Dinner: JFH
6:30 PM Wednesday night programs
6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
7:30 PM Basketball Practice: 14U
7:30 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal
THURSDAY, JANUARY 31
7:15 AM Men’s Breakfast: Presbyterian Community
6:00 PM Basketball Practice: 10U
7:30 PM Basketball Practice: 17U
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prayer concerns

Remember in Prayer

Sick & Recovering

Jonathan Bankhead
Jack Cagle
Chuck Dennis
Grace DuBose
Vicki Hebert
Carolyn Holland
Wendell Holland
Rainey Josey
Gwen Misurella
Mike Page
Mary Catherine Rawlinson

Extended Care
Heritage at Lowman
Mac King
Homebound
Linda Foxworth
Dora Hewitt
Pam Hoogenboom
George Richardson
Methodist Manor
Madeline Brice
Joyce Floyd
Marie Jordan

Elders

Pee Dee Gardens
Joy Tedder

Deacons

Jayne Boswell
Bryon Frost
Cynthia Knudsen
Henry Rose

Presbyterian Community
Hannah Barringer
Ann Cash
Lois Jinks
Aaron Leland

Mission

Lighthouse Ministries
Poetice International

Women in Ministry

Sympathy

Michelle Jones
Michelle Naylor

Family of Malcolm Rogers

Lord,
Hear
Our Prayer

Sunday School Teachers
Kim Hawkins
Cathy Lee

Households

Cathy Lee, RJ, Margaret
Warren and Barbara Montgomery
Mike and Pam Morgan
Susan Perrou
John and Jane Shurman, Anna, Richard
Porter and Connie Stewart
Jeremy and Tiffany Straus, Andi Rae, Emmett
Zip and Patti Vassy

Memorials

Margaret Chandler
Dewey Hanna
Billy Houck
John and Evelyn Rhem

Honorarium

Dave and Carol Banner

Staff

Mike Fleenor
Don Hebert

Baptisms

Katherine “Kate” Elizabeth Genoble

missions
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God’s Work in our Community
Lighthouse Ministries
Lighthouse Ministries is a faith-based nonprofit that
provides assistance to Florence County residents in financial crisis. It offers assistance through help with bills,
prescription medications, travel assistance, and through
a variety of programs that target unique needs in our
community.
“With the local churches support, Lighthouse Ministries
is able to serve more than 2,000 families each year, preventing them from becoming homeless,” said Executive
Director Cecilia Meggs. “As a volunteer based organization, our Ministry Service Aid Program along with
our other programs provide supportive services to keep
these families in their homes. We are a central location
that supports the ministries of local congregations to
assist families in emergency crisis situations. Our goals
include developing the means for families to transition
from dependency to self-sufficiency.”
The programs include:
• Strengthening Families Program, designed to help

families with young children learn how to listen more
and yell less, prevent behavior problems, and improve
parent-child relationships.
• Ministry Service Aid, for those in financial crisis
unable to meet their basic needs
• Working Mothers Education and Support Program,
which is a three-step program consisting of life skills
classes, money management sessions, and diapers and
wipes for mothers with small children.
• First Friday Homeless Connect Event takes place
at Poynor Adult Education and helps those who are
homeless get connected to area services.
• Ramp Assistance Medical Program assists low-income disabled residents in gaining safe mobility.

God’s Work Around the World
Jeremy and Courtney Emert
Poetice International
The Emerts are serving with Poetice Zambia. Poetice’s
goal is to see impoverished communities become
spiritually, emotionally, psychologically, physically, and
socially healthy.
Jeremy is serves as the Director of Community Engagement and Base Manager. More specifically, he is
helping to build relationships with pastors, government
officials, and other community leaders as we seek to
penetrate Choma with the Gospel. He also oversees all
of the property in Choma.
Courtney serves as the Restore and Worship Coordinator. She oversees worship for teams as well as week to
week, and is also leading our prayer ministry which is
called Restore. In addition, we support and encourage
short-term U.S. teams, walking alongside team leaders
and members throughout their time in southern Africa.

Prayer requests from the Emerts include “that 2019 gets
off to a strong start and that our ministry continues to
hear and be guided by the Spirit of the Lord. We continue to meet with our local discipleship groups with
neighbors, church members, and other local pastors
and are seeing amazing fruit from that time together.
Continued prayer for these groups would be great, too!”
For more about Poetice International, visit poetice.org.
To read more about the Emerts as they live and serve
in Zambia, visit their blog, poetice.org/emertfamily/.
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news

Haiti mission trip will be in late February

Volunteers needed for Respite Nights
Volunteers are needed for the monthly respite nights
for families whose child or children has or have
special needs. The idea is to give parents a break from
caring for their child/children.
We need volunteers January 19 to help chaperone and
care for the children. Please contact Ashley Hylton:
843-319-0896 or awhylton13@gmail.com.

New member inquiry meetings to be held
New member inquiry meetings will be held at 6:30
p.m. January 9 and January 16 after Family Night Dinners. Please join us to learn about becoming a Covenant Partner. RSVP to the church at 843-662-2583.

Stretching classes resume in January
Classes will resume January 7 in the Lawson-Rain
classroom. Choose from two classes. “Deep Stretch”
at 4:30 p.m. involves holding poses for compression
and to stretch the muscles and deeper connective
tissues. “Fitness Flow” at 5:45 p.m. includes shorter
stretches and flowing from one pose to another. Please
arrive 10 minutes early and bring a mat. If you have
questions, text Cheryl Pullmann at 916-221-1893.

Keenagers kick new year off with luncheon
Keenagers will meet at noon Tuesday, January 8, in
Jenkins Fellowship Hall. Please plan to join us for a
joyful “Tacky Dress Day,” where we’ll have a contest
and time for showing off our most creative outfits.
Come start the new year with laughter, sweet fellowship, and a delicious meal.

Bonfire gathering to be held in January
Please join us for a bonfire gathering at 5:30 p.m. January 16 at the Whitehead’s, 175 W. Pocket Road. The
bonfire, hosted by the male deacons, is a multi-generational fellowship event, where there’ll be s’mores
and hot chocolate. Please RSVP to the church office,
843-662-2583.

Our annual mission trip to Haiti will be in February.
Departure will be Feb. 27, and we’ll return March 7.
Come join the Haiti team 2019 as we minister by our
presence and encourage our sponsored children.
If you are interested in participating, please call the
Rev. Chris Handley for more information.

Call for art for church art show
The Second Art Show to
the Glory of God will be on
exhibit from February 20
to March 25. Artists may
submit works on February
15-16. A prospectus with
all the information can be
picked-up in the Welcome
Center.

Wednesday nights return with electives
Wednesday night family dinners and after-dinner programs will start at 6 p.m. Wednesday, January 9.
One adult elective at 6:30 p.m. will be God’s Messengers.
Jesus clearly teaches the importance of talking to others about Him. This 8-week elective taught by Robert
Moore will discuss good ways to transition a superficial conversation into one of eternal significance.
The other adult elective, Living by God’s Word, will be
led by Dr. Jim Bankhead. He’ll provide study guides
for interested people. Sunday messages will then
address the topic in that week’s guide. The Wednesday
night class will be a time for you to share what you
discovered as you used the guide.

Donors needed for blood drive January 30
First Presbyterian will host a blood drive from 1 to 6
p.m. Wednesday, January 30, and is in need of donors.
To schedule an appointment to donate, please contact
Kim in the office at 843-662-2583 or visit www.redcrossblood.org and enter code: FirstPresFlorence.

GriefShare meetings to start in February

GriefShare start date will be Monday, February 4.
GriefShare is held from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on Mondays
in Room 104 at First Presbyterian. You’ll find it to be a
warm, caring environment.

First Presbyterian Youth

youth ministry
JANUARY YOUTH NEWSLETTER
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Youth Progressive Dinner Christmas Party
Youth Progressive Dinner Christmas Party

Youth Schedule

Youth
Schedule
Sunday School:
January 6, 13, 20, 27 / 10-10:50 a.m. / Light continental breakfast, Lesson

•
•
••
••
•
••
•

MOVE: January 6 / 5-7:30 p.m. / Dinner, Lesson, Games (Nerf War!)
Sunday
School:January
January
20, 27p.m.
/ 10-10:50
a.m.
/ Light continental breakfast, Lesson
Small
groups:
13,6,2713,
/ 5:30-7
/ Dinner,
Lesson
412
on
Wednesdays:
January
2,
9,
16,
30
/
6-7:30
p.m.
/
Dinner,
study, prayer
MOVE: January 6 / 5-7:30 p.m. / Dinner, Lesson, Games
(NerfBible
War!)
East Florence Mission: January 8, 15, 29 / 4-4:45 p.m.
Small on
groups:
January
13, 29
27// 7:15am
5:30-7 p.m.
/ Dinner,
Lesson
P3BC
Tuesday:
January
/ Breakfast,
prayer,
devotion
412 on Wednesdays: January 2, 9, 16, 30 / 6-7:30 p.m. / Dinner, Bible study, prayer

Paintball
• East Florence Mission: January 8, 15, 29 / 4-4:45 p.m.

• On Thursday, January 3, we will play paintball from noon to 4 p.m. at Pee Dee Paintball. Cost is about $30/
• P3BC on Tuesday: January 29 / 7:15am / Breakfast, prayer, devotion
person.

Paintball
Youth
Leadership Conference

• • The
Youth Leadership
willplay
attend
SLU’s from
Youthnoon
Leadership
Conference,
18-21, Cost
in Orlando.
On Thursday,
JanuaryCouncil
3, we will
paintball
to 4 p.m.
at Pee DeeJan.
Paintball.
is aboutThis is
a great
opportunity
for
some
of
our
youth
to
hear
from
experts
in
the
field
of
secular
and
Christian
youth leader$30/person.
ship. Our group will attend the conference, where they will have the chance to hear from Christian authors and
speakers. We will have the chance to get behind-the-scenes tours of Sea World and Epcot.

Youth Leadership Conference

• The
Youth Needs
Leadership
Council
will
attendCoalition
SLU’s Youth
Your
Teenager
Discipleship
(The
Gospel
Article)Leadership Conference, Jan. 18-21, in Orlando. This
“When
children
are in middle
school
high school,
what
means
a student,
and yet that
is
is a great
opportunity
for some
of and
our youth
to hearthey
fromknow
experts
in itthe
field to
of be
secular
and Christian
youth
precisely
when Our
oftengroup
in thewill
church
wethe
treat
their faithwhere
as though
is not
study-worthy.
And
sofrom
at theChristian
point that
leadership.
attend
conference,
theyitwill
have
the chance to
hear
they are being asked to do calculus and physics, we begin saying, ‘You know what? Just spend 10 minutes each
authors and speakers. We will have the chance to get behind-the-scenes tours of Sea World and Epcot.
morning doing a devotional with your sacred text.’ I think that’s the wrong message.” — Jen Wilkin

Your Teenager Needs Discipleship (The Gospel Coalition Article)

“When children are in middle school and high school, they know what it means to be a student, and yet that is
precisely when often in the church we treat their faith as though it is not study-worthy. And so at the point that
they are being asked to do calculus and physics, we begin saying, ‘You know what? Just spend 10 minutes each
morning doing a devotional with your sacred text.’ I think that’s the wrong message.” — Jen Wilkin
Page
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children’s ministry

Living
Nativity

The Living Nativity
was held Dec. 11 and 12
outside the Sanctuary.

children’s ministry
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Swim and Serve Lock-in

Grades 4th-6th
February 8-10
8:30 p.m.– 8:30 a.m.

Swimming at the YMCA, Rest time at First Presbyterian, and Serving at the Parking Lot Mission

• We will be serving breakfast in the morning at the
Parking Lot Mission – it’s outside – bring a coat!
• Donations are being accepted of gloves, socks, rain
ponchos, chapstick, re-usable water bottle, cans of
tuna, toilet paper, and 1- and 2-gallon zip top bags are
also needed to put the items in.

• Cost is $10. Meet in the CLC at 8:30 p.m. February 8.
• Bring towel, pool toys, change of clothes, sleeping bag
and pillow, toothbrush. ...

One mom and two dads are needed to spend the night.
Sign up by emailing Alexis or calling the office (6622583) by Sunday, February 3.

Monthly canned food drive
The first Sunday of every month, all children’s
Sunday school classes are asked to bring non-perishable food items, diapers, or baby formula for
Sunday School offering. There will be collection
boxes in the pods.

Play Eat Encourage Pray
Wednesday, January 23
6-7:30 p.m.
Our friends from the Assembly are coming
over on a Wednesday night. So first- through
sixth-graders, make plans to be here by 6 p.m.
for dinner.

Vacation Bible School: New Week, New Time

Vacation Bible School will be held from 5:30 to 8 p.m.
Sunday, June 9, to Wednesday, June 12.

Mission Camp
June 24-27

WinShape Camp for Communities
July 15-19

Downtown Roll and Cycling Festival
June 15

ServeFlo

June 15-23
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gospel alphabet

Gospel Alphabet

All have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God. (Romans 3:23)

My grace is sufficient for thee.
(2 Corinthians 12:9)

Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh

Now is the accepted time; behold, now is

away the sin of the world. (John 1:29)

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
(Matthew 11:28)

the day of salvation. (2 Corinthians 6:2)

Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold
wondrous things out of thy law.
(Psalm 119:18)

eace I leave with you, my peace I give unto
Draw nigh to God, and He will draw nigh to P
you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you.

you. (James 4:8)

Even so it is not the will of your Father

Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it
be afraid. (John 14:27)

which is in heaven, that one of these little
ones should perish. (Matthew 18:14)

Quicken me according to thy judgments.

For by grace are ye saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God. (Ephesians 2:8)

Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for Him.
(Psalm 37:7)

God so loved the world, that He gave His

only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life. (John 3:16)

(Psalm 119:154)

Seek, and ye shall find. (Matthew 7:7)
The blood of Jesus Chris His Son cleanseth us
from all sin. (1 John 1:7)

Him that cometh to me I will in no wise

Unto you is born this day in the city of David

I am the way, the truth, and the life: no

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that belie-

veth on me hath everlasting life. (John 6:47)

Jesus answered and said unto them, This

What shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the
whole world, and lose his own soul?
(Mark 8:36)

cast out. (John 6:37)

man cometh unto the Father, but by me.
(John 14:6)

is the work of God, that ye believe on Him
whom He hath sent. (John 6:29)

Knock, and it shall be opened unto you.
(Matthew 7:7)

Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends
of the earth: for I am God, and there is none
else. (Isaiah 45:22)

a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. (Luke 2:11)

EXcept a man be born again, he cannot see
the kingdom of God. (John 3:3)

Ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify

God in your body, and in your spirit, which are
God’s. (1 Corinthians 6:20)

Zealous of good works. (Titus 2:14)

caroling

Carolers gathered for soup
and fellowship Sunday,
Dec. 16, to sing to several
covenant partners at home.
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700 PARK AVE., FLORENCE, SC 29501
PHONE: 843-662-2583/FAX: 843-662-1726
www.florencefirst.org
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Associate Pastor
Rev. Chris Handley
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The Tabernacle Experience
Mr. Joe Koenig
Church Administrator
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Financial Assistant
Mrs. Gwen DuRant
Ministry Assistant
Ms. Kimberly Brauss
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