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from the transitional pastor

Persevere, especially when it is difficult
Congregational Meeting
T
here is an old song – I think
it is from the musical “Oklahoma.” I don’t know why I
remember both the words and the
tune, but the lyrics are:

it come; You can feel it in your heart,
you can see it in the ground, you can
see it in the trees. Look around! Look
around! Look around!”

Jesus says, “ask and you will receive;
“March went out like a lion, a whip- seek and you will find; knock and
the door will be opened to you,” MT
ping up the water in the bay, and
7:7. Some may remember that in
April cried and stepped aside and
the original language of the New
along came pretty little May. May
Testament there is a verb tense
was full of promises, but she didn’t
that is not easily translated into
keep ‘em quick enough for some.
And a crowd of doubting Thomases English. It is referred to as “the
continuous present imperative.” It
was predicting that the summer’d
carries the original meaning of “ask
never come.”
and continue to ask, and you will
receive; seek and keep on seeking
Some may have doubted that a
and you will find; knock and persist
new Senior Pastor was ever going
in knocking and it will be opened to
to come to Florence’s First Presyou.” This meaning is a key practice
byterian. It was over two years
in the kingdom of heaven that Jesus
ago when our Pulpit Nominating
came to establish “on earth as it is
Committee (PNC) was proposed
in heaven.” This kingdom practice
and elected by our congregation.
Their assignment was to search for develops “perseverance, endurance
and find our new Senior Pastor. It and steadfastness” in those who
was a long, grueling, and exhaust- put into practice what Jesus says. In
ing search process. The committee other words, Jesus tells us to stick
with practicing these things, espemay have even thought, “Will we
cially when it’s difficult.
ever find the right person for our
church?”
Thank you, Risen Jesus, for lead“But he’s comin by gum, we can feel ing the nine members of our PNC
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The Session has called a
congregational meeting for
Sunday, May 5, 2019, at
10 AM in the sanctuary for the
purposes of (1) receiving a report from the Pastor Nominating Committee, including its
nominee to be our next lead
pastor / head of staff; and (2)
voting on whether to extend a
call to the nominee, including
approval of the terms of call
(salary and benefits).
Sunday School will not be
held May 5. A special time
for 3K-5K will be held in the
Jenkins Fellowship Hall.
Child care will be available
for younger children.
to persevere and stick with asking
and seeking you to open the doors
into the heart of the person you led
them to as our next Senior Pastor
and for helping them not give up.
With deep appreciation for their
steadfastness in carrying out the
assignment we gave them,

ON THE COVER
Kathy Crawford
and her daughter,
Aubrey, add flowers
to the cross on
Easter Sunday.
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A Thought or Two Challenging You Toward Discipleship

Time to bless Florence with His love, work

D

ottie and I live on Wisteria
west of Edisto and so we have
about 5 houses on either side
of us. But our neighborhood is
changing! During the past 3 years
we have lost 3 neighbors to death.
Three families have moved away
and one is about to move. And we
have seen five new families move
into the neighborhood. Dottie and
I are thinking about how to reach
our new neighbors. We would do
well to have a cookout or some kind
of gathering to create community.
If you begin to think that way, you
would be serving Florence. And
then you would begin to be thinking about ServeFLO.

One of the greatest services the people of God
can offer our neighborhoods
is to create community.
greatest services the people of God
can offer our neighborhoods is to
create community.

The teams are forming now to take
on some of these service opportunities. Jake Stokes is pulling together
a team to help enclose a shed at the
Resurrection Restoration Center
for the Homeless. Janet Brand is
organizing the Downtown Roll and
the Law Enforcement Lunch. Emily
Whitehead and others will be helping you sign up for a team in the
Now that is a jump, isn’t it? But
Sunday mornings of May and June.
hear me out: During the “season
The Service Unit Elders (Billy
of service” we call ServeFLO (June
15-26) our goal is to have the body McBride, Bryon Frost, and John
Hofler) have as a goal to see as
of Christ bless Florence with a
many covenant partners participate
visible demonstration of His love.
That means working on some of the in ServeFLO as possible. The deacons also will try to help you find a
schools and houses in our complace to serve during our season of
munity that need repair. It means
service.
taking the time to enjoy cycling or
running in our community with
some of your neighbors. You could Growing disciples have a desire to
offer tangible evidence of the prestake part in serving a meal to our
ence of the Kingdom of God. Join
law enforcement officers. Someone could give blood as a means to us as we respond to the challenge to
discipleship.
help someone. (Our blood drive is
June 20.) Or you could just have a
For information, add a project,
gathering of your neighbors for a
and to volunteer, visit serveflo.org.
“Community Cookout.” One of the
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from the church administrator

Plans will continue with Columbarium
A

t various times throughout the history of First
Presbyterian Church, there has been talk of
constructing a columbarium and memory garden
for use by the covenant partners of First Presbyterian
Church. A columbarium is a structure designed to hold
urns containing the cremated remains of a loved one
who has died. In 2015, a team (Ginger Owen, Glenn
Bell, Susan Bankson, Greg Cleveland and George
Beshere [2017]) was created and tasked with the responsibility of developing a plan to construct a columbarium and memory garden for First Presbyterian
Church. The decision to form the team was based on a
perception that there was interest in a columbarium for
First Presbyterian Church. The team worked diligently to develop policies and a proposed design for the
columbarium. The hope of the Columbarium team is
that the covenant partners of First Presbyterian Church
will benefit by having the Columbarium and Memory
Garden as one of their choices in end of life planning.
The team conducted an interest survey in April which
asked:
If you have a death in your immediate family and if
a columbarium existed on the campus of First Presbyterian church, would you use or consider using it?
YES __ NO __ Possibly ___
Approximately 60% of those who responded to the
survey answered the question either “Yes” or “Possibly.”
The results of the survey indicate that there is, in fact,
an interest in establishing a columbarium/memory garden at First Presbyterian Church. Plans are to continue
moving forward with the project, including determining the scope/size of a Columbarium should one be
constructed at some point in the future. In the meantime, please feel free to contact me for more information about the First Presbyterian Church Columbarium and Memory Garden.

Quarterly Contribution Statements

First Presbyterian Church has been blessed through the
first quarter of 2019 by covenant partners and others
who have given faithfully in support of the ministries
of the church. Contributions to the church tend to
follow a pattern from year to year. To date, our giving is
about the same as it was for the same period last year.
In the coming weeks, covenant partners will receive
quarterly contribution statements for 2019 (January –

March). Your contribution statements are intended to
serve as a reminder of the commitment to faithfully
support the ministries of First Presbyterian Church.
Note: The statements were delayed as a result of our
Financial Secretary being on extended medical leave
due to illness. If you have questions or need additional
information, please contact Gwen DuRant, 843-6622583 or email gdurant@florencefirst.org. Thank you for
your faithful support, both financially and with your
time and talent, of First Presbyterian Church.

Campus Parking

Recently, it has been brought to my attention that we
are experiencing some “parking issues” on Sunday
mornings and during special events. We have plenty
of on-campus parking and ample handicap accessible
parking in the lot behind the Sanctuary adjacent to the
Jenkins Fellowship Hall. This is a good time for a hospitality reminder as it relates to parking on campus.
Park only in designated spaces — This is a
safety issue. Drivers and pedestrians need to be able to
see and be seen in the church parking lots. Please avoid
parking in a manner than blocks or restricts the traffic
lanes in the parking lot. Also, please avoid blocking
sidewalk access points.
Observe Handicap parking — We have reserved parking spaces marked for use by our members
and guest who have significant mobility impairments.
Please observe these signs.
Do not block driveway entrances — Please
be sure that your vehicle does not extend into the
driveway entrance. This is a safety concern for people
attempting to enter from or exit onto Park Avenue. It
could also present an obstacle to first responders (Fire,
Medic, Police) in the event of an emergency on campus. Also, make sure that your vehicle does not extend
into the sidewalk on Park Avenue. The sidewalk along
Park Avenue is under city jurisdiction and vehicles
blocking the sidewalk could be subject to a citation or
possible towing.
Practice “Sacrificial Parking” — As a show of
hospitality, I would like to encourage all able-bodied
covenant partners to begin or continue the practice
of “sacrificial parking” by reserving the closer parking
spaces for our guests and for those in the congregation
with mobility issues.

from the congregational care assistant
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Paul’s letters on avoiding idolatry
T

hroughout Paul’s letters to the first century Churches, the warning to avoid idolatry is mentioned
several times. Sexual immorality is closely linked
to idolatry in a section of I Corinthians 6 and I Corinthians 10. My theory is that three sections of these
chapters form advice to avoid idolatry. I Corinthians
6:12 and I Corinthians 10:23 are identical. “All things
are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All
things are lawful for me.” This statement links these
passages in a possible separate letter. Several New
Testament scholars believe the reading of I Corinthians
makes sense by placing 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 between I
Corinthians 10:1-22 and I Corinthians 10:23-11:1. This
cut-and-paste theory may seem awkward; however, a
logical argument can be traced.

REV. MIKE
FLEENOR’S BLOG
https://onepastorsponderings.
wordpress.com/

The first part of 1 Corinthians 10 deals with the history
of the emerging Hebrew nation under the leadership
of Moses. It is important to note that Paul includes
the new Christians in Corinth as “our ancestors.” The
Church shares the history of the LORD leading the
people through the Red Sea. This was a type of baptism
for the entire nation. “That our ancestors were all under
the cloud and that they all passed through the sea. They
Paul relates the connection between the Jewish faith
and the Christian faith. Paul walked a fine line between were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea
(1 Corinthians 10:1-2).”
his devotion to the Jewish faith, and his commitment
to witness to the Lordship of Jesus Christ. Christians
Christian baptism is interpreted as baptism through
who follow Jesus are not obligated to keep the Law,
the sea to become a child of God. Just as Moses is the
but are encouraged to commit to using the Law as
redeemer of the Hebrews so Christ is the redeemer of
boundaries for obedience to God. Following the Law
or Torah could not save a human being but is useful for the Church as well as the world’s people. “These things
happened to them to serve as an example, and they
guiding one into righteousness. The people of Corinth
were written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of
worshipped in temples dedicated to the Roman gods
the ages have come (1 Corinthians 10:11).” Jesus is the
and goddesses. A common practice was to participate
Savior of all humanity. He provides the link or bridge
in services dedicating meat to these gods (goddesses).
between the Old Testament prophets and faith of the
Paul in this letter speaks against these practices and
Church recorded in the New Testament. Paul in Corincalls the newly converted Corinthian Christians to
abstain from eating meat offered to idols and sexual acts thians calls the Church to put away idols and worship
with temple prostitutes. Paul is writing against idolatry. the LORD God through the Christ who revealed himFor us as modern American Christians anything that is self to Paul to become the ambassador to the nations.
The Risen Jesus is the light of the world and the light to
more important than God is an idol. Sporting events,
the nations.
teams, love of money, and even family can become
idols. 1 Corinthians 10 begins with the words “I do not
want you to be ignorant.”

Flowers in the Sanctuary
Do you have a friend or relative you would like to honor? Sign up to place
memorial flowers in the Sanctuary.
Contact Genia Tyson (genia_tyson@hotmail.com or 843-665-0295) or
Melba Whitesides (843-669-8209).
Please leave your name, number, and date you wish to reserve.
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women in ministry

SPRING CELEBRATION

The Women in Ministry celebrated spring by honoring the late Farrah Turner, recognizing her with her
mother, sister, and aunt (bottom right); awarding Karen Silver with the Life Service Award (top right);
honoring Carol Banner (bottom left) for the Chrismon ministry. Dr. Muriel O’Tuel had the crowd laughing
as she spoke about “Living without Regrets.” And the celebration was complete with the Ladies’ Ensemble.
Thank you to all who attended and especially those who helped in making this evening so memorable.

W

Women in Ministry Monthly Groups
omen in Ministry’s aim is to strengthen
our relationship with God and build each
other up in the body of Christ.

Bread and Fish
Joyful Hearts
Posies and Petals
Prayer Warriors
SonFlowers
Soul Sisters
Serenity
Women of Grace

May 14
May 14
May 14
May 14
May 14
May 14
May 14
May 9

If you are not involved in a circle, please, join
in for Christian fellowship and Bible study. We
have a place for you!

9 a.m.
10 a.m.
10 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
10 a.m.
noon
3 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Presbyterian Community
Kathy Grace’s home, 1408 Hillside Avenue
Lawson-Rain Chapel
401 Woodvale Drive
Room S102
Price Classroom
Lawson-Rain Chapel
3002 Japonica Lane

music ministry

Spring Handbells Concert
6:30 p.m. May 8

Come hear the handbells at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 8, in the Sanctuary with
our talented Chancel Handbell Choir! Hors d’eourves will be served starting at
5:30 p.m. in the Welcome Center. Please join us for original compositions as well as
hymn and song arrangements.

Get involved in Music Ministry
Tuesdays
1:30 p.m. Ladies’ Ensemble (Ladies of all ages)
4 p.m. Girls’ Ensemble (Sixth grade and older)
Wednesdays
5 p.m. Chancel Handbell Choir
6:45 p.m. Preschool Choir
6:30 p.m. Children’s Choir
6:30 p.m. Praise Team Rehearsal
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal

If you’re interested in joining the music ministry, please
call Ann Rodgers Chandler, Director of Music, at the
church office, 843-662-2583.
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child development center

Growing skills, learning responsibility in 4K garden

T

he 4K garden is growing, and the children in this
class are learning responsibility and beginner
gardening skills as they water and take care of it.
Our peppers have little blossoms on them, and we are
all patiently waiting for harvest time to begin.
Our 3rd Annual Art Show was a huge success! Over
two thousand dollars was donated for the art and the
monies will be used to purchase some new equipment
for the center. Thank you to those of you who came
by to see the art display. Hats off to the staff who did a
great job putting it all together. We are all very proud
of our young artists!

Spring is here, and the children enjoyed their egg hunts
and parties for Easter. Soon it will be time for our preschool year to end with PreK graduation in mid-May
and our summer day camping theme to begin. The
children and staff always enjoy their pretend camping
experiences.

birthdays

May 1

Wanda Hill

May 2

Amy Dozier
Dora Hewitt

May 3

May 9

Camp Blanton
Jennifer Foxworth
Christi Gasque
Anne Hanna
Hayes Hofler
Liam Hughes

Sarah Elizabeth Rainwater May 10
Libby Fuller
May 4
Lee Gandy
Melanie DuBose
Luke Prince
Noha Cotran
Lilly Williams
Cissy Hicks
Ella Warner
Gwen Misurella

May 5

Ann Rodgers Chandler
Patti Vassy

May 6
Ellen Pearson
May 7

Barbara Meeks

May 8

Mac Burch
Betsy Eaddy
Carolyn Pearce
Peete Smiley

May 16

Becky Floyd
Elizabeth Anne Hanna

May 17

Emma Blanton
Allison Johnson

May 18

Ryan Meyer

May 26

Jim Frederick
Jim Poston
Ben Green
Zip Vassy

May 27

Madison Sprenger
Richmond Wilhoit

May 28

Meredith Dozier
Donna Grubb
Jack Hofler

Sam Jones
Graham Emerson
Masters Emerson
Russ McMahan

Caroline Babb
Carter Brand
Kim Brauss
Melaine Campbell
Barbara Montgomery

May 21

May 30

May 12

Mary Lynn van Witzenburg May 31
James Johnson
Erin Lewis
May 24
Carol Banner
Kelly Molnar

May 11

Robin Halus

May 14

Breck Granger
Thomas Rogers
Bennett Roycroft

May 15

Stephanie Spivey

May 19

Sasha Hall
Andy Jeffords
Donald Heath

May 22

May 25

Mary Marshall Grace
Hank Moree
Sonny Slaughter
Lynn Porter
Austin Tyler

Henry Fast
Margaret Hobson
Tomi Jean Cleveland
Danielle Guinn

9

10

calendar of events

WEDNESDAY, MAY 1
5:00 PM Adult Handbells
5:30 PM Catechism Testing: Welcome Center
6:00 PM Officer Training: Pilgrim
6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
7:30 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal
THURSDAY, MAY 2 National Day of Prayer
7:15 AM Men’s Breakfast: Presbyterian Community
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study: Applying the Word of
			 God Daily
7:00 PM Boy Scouts: Scout Room
7:00 PM City Wide Prayer Gathering: NewSpring
SUNDAY, MAY 5
9:00 AM Contemporary Worship Service
10:00 AM Congregational Meeting
10:00 AM 3K-5K Children’s Activity: JFH
11:00 AM Traditional Worship Service
12:30 PM Officer Training: Pilgrim
2:00 PM Men’s fishing trip
4:30 PM Volleyball
5:30 PM Youth Fellowship
MONDAY, MAY 6
10:00 AM Monday Morning Prayer Group
4:30 PM Stretch Your Faith: JFH
5:45 PM Stretch Your Faith: JFH
6:30 PM GriefShare: Room 104
7:00 PM Boy Scouts: Scout Room
TUESDAY, MAY 7
7:00 AM Men’s Breakfast
9:30 AM Women’s Prayer Group
9:45 AM WiM CT Committee Meeting: LR
11:00 AM WiM Bible Moderators Meeting
12:00 PM Discipleship Coaching: Discovery Class
12:00 PM Just for Women’s Ministry
12:00 PM Keenagers: JFH
1:30 PM Ladies’ Ensemble Rehearsal
5:00 PM Women’s Prayer Group – Hucks
7:00 PM Men’s Choral Society Rehearsal: Choir Room

WEDNESDAY, MAY 8
5:45 PM Hors d’oeuvres for Concert: Welcome Center
6:30 PM Spring Handbell Concert
7:30 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal
THURSDAY, MAY 9
7:15 AM Men’s Breakfast: Presbyterian Community
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study: Applying the Word of
			 God Daily
6:30 PM WiM Women of Grace
SATURDAY, MAY 11
6:00 AM Parking Lot Mission: HopeHealth Parking Lot
9:00 AM WiM Bread & Fish: Call Jan Green
4:00 PM Men’s fish fry: Revell Park in Grove Park
SUNDAY, MAY 12
Mother’s Day
9:00 AM Contemporary Worship Service
10:00 AM High School Seniors Brunch: JFH
10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Traditional Worship Service
4:30 PM Volleyball
5:30 PM Youth Fellowship
MONDAY, MAY 13
10:00 AM Monday Morning Prayer Group
4:30 PM Stretch Your Faith: JFH
5:45 PM Stretch Your Faith: JFH
7:00 PM Boy Scouts: Scout Room
TUESDAY, MAY 14
7:00 AM Men’s Breakfast
9:30 AM Women’s Prayer Group
10:00 AM WiM Joyful Hearts: 1408 Hillside Avenue
10:00 AM WiM Posies & Petals: Lawson-Rain Chapel
10:00 AM WiM SonFlowers:
12:00 PM Discipleship Coaching: Discovery Class
12:00 PM Just for Women’s Ministry
12:00 PM WiM Soul Sisters: Price Classroom
1:30 PM Ladies’ Ensemble Rehearsal
3:00 PM WiM Serenity: Lawson-Rain Chapel
5:00 PM Women’s Prayer Group – Hucks
6:00 PM WiM Prayer Warriors: 401 Woodvale Drive
7:00 PM Men’s Choral Society Rehearsal

calendar of events

WEDNESDAY, MAY 15
5:00 PM Adult Handbells
6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
7:30 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal
6:00 PM Confirmation Banquet: JFH

THURSDAY, MAY 23
7:15 AM Men’s Breakfast: Presbyterian Community
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study: Applying the Word of
			 God Daily
7:30 PM Men’s Choral Society Concert: Sanctuary

THURSDAY, MAY 16
7:15 AM Men’s Breakfast: Presbyterian Community
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study: Applying the Word of
			 God Daily

SUNDAY, MAY 26
10:00 AM Combined Worship Service: Contemporary
11:00 AM Cookies and Lemonade: Outside Sanctuary
4:30 PM Volleyball
5:30 PM Youth Fellowship

SATURDAY, MAY 18
10:00 AM Aglow International: JFH
4:00 PM Respite Night
SUNDAY, MAY 19
Confirmation Sunday
9:00 AM Contemporary Worship Service: JFH
10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Traditional Worship Service
4:00 PM Trinity Byrnes Baccalaureate Service:
			Sanctuary
4:40 PM Volleyball
5:30 PM Youth Fellowship
MONDAY, MAY 20
10:00 AM Monday Morning Prayer Group
7:00 PM Boy Scouts Court of Honor: CLC
TUESDAY, MAY 21
7:00 AM Men’s Breakfast
9:30 AM Women’s Prayer Group
12:00 PM Discipleship Coaching: Discovery Class
1:30 PM Ladies’ Ensemble Rehearsal
5:00 PM Women’s Prayer Group – Hucks
6:30 PM Board of Deacons
7:00 PM Men’s Choral Society Rehearsal
WEDNESDAY, MAY 22
5:00 PM Adult Handbells
6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
7:30 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal

MONDAY, MAY 27		
Memorial Day; Office Closed
10:00 AM Monday Morning
			 Prayer Group
TUESDAY, MAY 28
7:00 AM Men’s Breakfast
9:30 AM Women’s Prayer Group
12:00 PM Discipleship Coaching: Discovery Class
1:30 PM Ladies’ Ensemble Rehearsal
5:00 PM Women’s Prayer Group – Hucks
6:30 PM Session
WEDNESDAY, MAY 29
5:00 PM Adult Handbells
6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
7:30 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal
THURSDAY, MAY 30
7:15 AM Men’s Breakfast: Presbyterian Community
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prayer concerns

Remember in Prayer
Extended Care
Heritage at Lowman
Mac King
Heritage
George Richardson
Joy Tedder
Methodist Manor
Madeline Brice
Joyce Floyd
Marie Jordan

Lord, Hear
Our Prayer

Presbyterian Community
Hannah Barringer
Ann Cash
Aaron Leland
Tom and Clariann Kellam

Sympathy
Bonnie Stuber, loss of her sister
Daniel Jordan, loss of his father
Family of Dora Hewitt
Family of Linnie Myers
Bruce Hubbs, loss of his mother
Family of Linda Foxworth

Sick & Recovering

Jonathan Bankhead
Jack Cagle
Barbara Covington
Chuck Dennis
Grace DuBose
Carolyn Holland
Anna Grace Hubbs
Rainey Josey
Ginger Owen
Mike Page
Mary Catherine Rawlinson

Hospital

Thom Anderson
Theresa Echols

Elders

Bryon Frost
Ryon Watkins

Deacons

Laura Marechal
Pat Tuttle

Mission

Households

Presbyterian Home
Cindy Jackson

Carol and Dave Banner
Glenn and Betty Bell
Rufus, Ashley, Sims, and William Bratton
Rufus and Bonnie Brown
Shawn, Ashleigh, and Caden Bulliner
Travis and Leigh Copeland
Bruce, Patti, and Anna Grace Hubbs

Women in Ministry

Memorials
Margaret Baroody
Margaret Ballentine Coogler
Dora Hewitt
Wendell Holland
Pam Hoogenboom
Ruth Montgomery

Mary Kirkpatrick
Mona Zakhour

Sunday School Teachers
Tabatha Davis
Hunter Morgan

Staff

Kimberly Brauss
Mike Fleenor

missions
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God’s Work in our Community
The Florence
Presbyterian Community
Prebyterian Home is “a Christian ministry dedicated
to providing residences and resources that support and
enrich the lives of mature adults of all faiths, offering
chaplaincy services and wellness programming in each
community. ... Each unique location benefits from the
particular amenities and qualities of its greater community in order to provide the highest quality lifestyle for
residents.

order to achieve our goal to provide holistic senior living in South Carolina, we rely on the following pillars
as fundamental to our continued success and service.”
Located off U.S. 52, First Presbyterian groups also visit
the community on a regular basis — from women’s
groups to men’s breakfasts.

For questions about volunteering at one of our communities, contact Martha Ray, 843-665-2222 or
“We are a compassionate Christian ministry dedicated
to enriching the quality of life for seniors of all faiths. In Martha.Ray@PresComm.org.

God’s Work Around the World
Cindy Jackson

Director, Burn Care Inc.
Cindy Jackson (left) is the founder of the Burn Care
Inc. Now, she travels and teaches, helping care givers in
developing countries around the world with practical
ideas on how to offer a low cost, effective, rehabilitation
program to their patients.
“I just arrived in Bolivia and will be here through the
end of the month. We are busy seeing patients in the
clinic each day and trying to improve some of our
organizational system for keeping records of patients.
The clinic is full of patients, and we are so encouraged
by the hard work and dedication from the mothers to
help their children heal. Burn healing is often a twoyear process and drains the family physically, emotionally, and financially so for the parents who stick it out,
they have achieved a lot. Nothing is simple.
“Today we walked about a million miles in the hot sun
carrying heavy bags looking for an office supply store
only to find it had moved. Life is hard here for people,

and I appreciate that God gives me a chance to experience this a bit when I come.
“On the horizon for this year will be a trip to Addis
Ababa to check on the work there and possibly move
our pressure garment office into the main hospital
there. It is in the works but nothing happens quickly so
we wait to see the schedule. I am also partnering with
The Africa Mercy Ship and will travel to Senegal in the
fall for about a month to help set up a rehabilitation
clinic in one of the main hospitals. I am very excited to
see where this will lead for the future!”
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Thank you from Carolyn Holland

Dear Covenant Partners of First Presbyterian Church,
Thank you from the bottom of my heart for your
prayers, cards, love, meals, encouragement, hugs, and
the generous love offering received recently. What a
blessing! During this difficult season in my life following two major heart surgeries, my husband’s illness
and subsequent passing, each of you have demonstrated the love of our Lord with your hands and hearts.
Please know that I love each of you and count it a
privilege to call you my family.
I have always claimed the promise of Philippians 4:19:
“My God shall supply all your need according to his
riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” I am truly thankful for
the assurance that He will take care of all the details of
my life. Please continue to uphold me in prayer.
Once again, thank you for being our Lord’s hands
reaching out to me.
Humbly,
Carolyn Holland

Gratitude and Thanksgiving

When I think of you, I think of gratitude and thanksgiving. During my recent illness and recovery, I gave
thanks everyday for the many ways you cared for me.
The calls, text messages, visits, cards, meals, flowers
and most of all prayers got me through this challenging time. I will forever be grateful for the people of
First Presbyterian Church and the best coworkers anyone could ever wish for. God has blessed me and my
family tremendously by allowing me to be in service
with you and for you in His purpose.
Thank you again and may the Lord continue to bless
each one of you.
Peace and love,
Gwen DuRant

Keenageers to have May luncheon
Keenagers will hold a noon luncheon on Tuesday, May
7. Come enjoy sweet fellowship and a delicious meal.

Banner earning Eagle Scout award
Congratulations to Jack Banner (left, pictured with his
father) on earning the Eagle Scout award, which he will
receive at a court of honor on Monday night, May 20.
Jack has been a part of our scouting ministry for over 4
years and is the son of David and Meredith Banner.
Hunter Morgan will lead a Sparkleberry swamp paddle
and the Scouts will spend a weekend at the lake in early
May to end the school year.

Volunteers needed for Respite Nights
Volunteers are needed for the monthly respite nights
for families whose child or children has or have special
needs. The idea is to give parents a break from caring
for their child/children.
We need volunteers May 18 to help chaperone and care
for the children. Please contact Ashley Hylton: 843319-0896 or awhylton13@gmail.com.

Men’s Choral Society to hold spring concert
The Florence Men’s Choral Society Spring Concert will
be held at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, May 23, in the Sanctuary.
— Submit briefs and newsletter content to Kim Brauss at
kbrauss@florencefirst.org.

youth ministry
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Sponsor a child, help education in Haiti
By Gray Scott

exchange letters and photographs.
Haiti is the poorest country in the
Western hemisphere with 80 perSince 2007 our church has been incent of its 10 million inhabitants
volved with OFCB (Organization of
living in poverty. Eight out of every
the Christian Force of Bayonnais),
100 children die before they reach
a mission in the Bayonnais region
their 5th birthday. There are more
of Haiti. OFCB operates a medical
than 420,000 orphans in Haiti.
clinic, a Christian non-denominaSchool fees in Haiti are prohibitively
tional church and many agronomy
expensive, therefore the literacy rate
programs. An important part of
in Haiti is just 50 percent. OFCB
OFCB’s ministry is ICB (Institut
believes the only way for Haiti to
Classique de Bayonnais), a K-13th
the school and the 2,200 students
come out of its devastating poverty
grade school. In this region, eduattending.
is through education. Won't you
cational opportunities are limited
consider helping solve this need?
and the ICB school is a light of
Will
you
please
consider
sponsoring
We will be having a sponsorship
hope for the entire region provida child? For $40 a month you can
campaign the week of May 19. If
ing an education and a daily hot
begin a personal relationship with a you wish to sponsor a child, you
meal. Unfortunately, most families
student, support their community
may sign up during church or in the
struggle to pay tuition leaving the
and the ICB school. You will find out Welcome Center. You can also visit
school severely underfunded and
what the student is learning, his/her www.worldofgod.org and sign up
students underfed. Child sponsorship provides significant support for hopes and future plans. You can also there.

City of Florence Downtown Roll & Cycling Festival
Save the date for the free City of Florence
Downtown Roll & Cycling Festival, which
will be held from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday,
June 15, at First Presbyterian Church.
The ride this year will be in honor and in
memory of law enforcement and first responders.
Join in the fun as a volunteer or participant.
The 3-mile ride starts Park side at 10 a.m.
The festival will include inflatables, raffles,
balloons, games, face-painting, vendors, and
more.
Greatly appreciated donations will go to
Helping Florence Flourish’s citywide projects. No registration is required. All ages are
welcome.
Contact Janet Brand for more information
Donations and volunteers will be assisting Helping Florence
and how to volunteer at Janet81661@aol.
Flourish’s ServeFLO week. Contact Janet Brand on how to
com.
help: Janet81661@aol.com.
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children’s ministry

Mission Camp
9 a.m. to noon June 2-27
Beginning on June 2, children in 3K - first grade will have a
different type of learning time during worship.
After the children's message, they will go to the 4K/5K Sunday School room for a special time of learning about how
God keeps His promises.
Parents are needed to lead the lessons from the Show Me
Jesus curriculum. A link to the schedule is posted on the
church website and will be emailed and texted to parents.
Two adults are needed each week. All parents are asked to
participate.

Monthly canned food drive
The first Sunday of every month, all
children’s Sunday School classes are
asked to bring non-perishable food
items, diapers, or baby formula for
Sunday School offering. There will be
collection boxes in the pods.
A local congregation distributes it
bi-monthly to people in the Florence
community.

• Sponsored by First Presbyterian,
Central United Methodist, & St. Luke
Lutheran
• NEW THIS YEAR: Camp is hosted
by St. Luke Lutheran on Cherokee
Road
• Camp is for those who’ve completed
first through sixth grades
• Don't delay as space is limited. Go to
florencefirst.org or Realm to register.
• Youth volunteers are needed. Contact
Alexis.

Art Camp
July 22-26 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Children who have completed first through fifth
grades can come let their creative juices flow
learning numerous art techniques.
Cost is $50. Children bring their own lunch.
Register online or on Realm. Look for the link on
the website and under events on Realm.
Got questions? Contact Sasha Hall: 843-616-5154

Join us at the RedWolves ballpark
Join us for a night of RedWolves baseball! Come out to the ballpark
with your church family! At 7 p.m. Thursday, June 6, the covered
picnic area at Francis Marion University’s Sparrow Stadium is reserved
for First Presbyterian to enjoy RedWolves baseball, Florence’s Coastal
Plain League team. Tickets in advance are $4. Turn in your money to
the church office by May 28. You will be able to purchase tickets at the
gate and join us in the picnic area.

children’s ministry
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The River: Family VBS
God’s river of love flows from the first garden to the last.
Jump in and let the gospel carry you through. We begin
each night with Family Dinner then classes for everyone!
• Parents and other adults are encouraged to attend.
There will be a parenting class and an adult Bible study
offered each night.
• Everyone is encouraged to register ahead of time so
enough food can be prepared without being wasteful.
• Register by going to the church website and clicking on
the Camps link. Parents and children of First Presbyterian should register as participants. Friends should register
as guests.

On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let
him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart
will flow rivers of living water.’” John 7:37-38

Easter Egg Hunt
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parenting

Religious practice of a father determines child’s faith
Associate Pastor’s note: This new
Parenting column addresses, on a
monthly basis, some of the challenges
Christian parents face. Alexis Morris, Brock Prage, and I (Chris Handley) will share the responsibility of
giving parents a nugget to help and
challenge moms and dads.
By Chris Handley
Associate Pastor
Parenting is not for sissies! Christian parenting is really not for sissies. It is difficult enough to parent
children these days but then you
begin to try to talk about God in a
culture of anti-spirituality, then you
have a challenge. The cultural reality we live in does nothing to draw
children toward faith in the God of
the Bible. What are we to do?
Well, studies show that if a father
goes to worship, then you will see a
marked difference in the trajectory
of a child’s spiritual commitments.
Studies have shown that where a
father goes to worship there is going
to be a marked gain in the spirituality of a child. Mothers are important
no doubt; and their ability to give
intimacy to their children’s life and
love them is a gift. Their special
influence will be on the child that
tends to wander away from faith by
nature. They can draw them back.
But it is truly amazing the impact a
father’s worship attendance has on
his children.
A Swiss study 1 shows the dramatic
impact of a father’s spiritual habits
on his children: “Where neither
parent practices faith and attends

worship, to nobody’s very great
surprise, only 4 percent of children become regular attenders of a
church and 15 percent of irregulars.
80% of these children will be lost to
the faith. But if a father does not go
to worship no matter how faithful
his wife’s devotions, only one child
in 50 will become a regular worshipper. But … if a father does go
regularly, regardless of the practice
of the mother, between two-thirds
and three-quarters of their children
will become regular or irregular
attenders.” (https://bit.ly/2V32MKi)

mother’s role may be to encourage
and confirm, but it is not primary
to her adult offspring’s decision.
Mothers’ choices have dramatically
less effect upon children than their
fathers’, and without him she has
little effect on the primary lifestyle
choices her offspring make in their
religious observances.” (https://bit.
ly/2GUaiOV)
Dear fathers, if you want your child
to grow into a man or woman of
God this is your amazing opportunity to impact your child. Regularly
participate in the life of the congregation!! You have more impact on
your child than anyone else in this
regard.

“The demographic characterisThe data shows that both adult
tics of the linguistic and religious
women as well as men will conclude groups in Switzerland”, by Werner
subconsciously that Dad’s absence
Haug and Phillipe Warner of the
(from worship) indicates that going Federal Statistical Office, Neuchatel.
to church is not really a “grown-up” Volume 2 of Population Studies No.
activity. In terms of commitment, a 31.
1

youth ministry
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Youth Ministry News

Spring Getaway 2019
Youth Schedule
•
Sunday School: May 12, 19 / 10 -10:50 a.m. / Light continental breakfast, Lesson
•
Small group: May 5, 19 / 5-7:30 p.m. / Dinner, Lesson, Games
•
MOVE: May 26 / 5:30-7 p.m. / Dinner, Lesson
•
412 on Wednesdays: May 1, 8, 22 / 6-7:30 p.m. / Dinner, Bible study, prayer
•
East Florence Mission: May 7, 14 / 4-4:45 p.m.
•
P3BC on Thursday: May 23 / 7:15 a.m. / Breakfast, prayer, devotion
Graduation Seniors Brunch
• On Sunday, May 12, at 10 a.m., we will honor the senior class with a brunch in the Jenkins Fellowship Hall.
Only seniors are invited. All other youth will have regular Sunday School upstairs in the youth room.
Graduation Sunday
• We will honor our graduating seniors at the 10 a.m. Combined Worship Service on Sunday, June 2. If you have
a graduating senior, please make plans to attend.
Great Escape
• This is our annual week-long conference for middle school students in grades 7-8. The conference is conducted
by Youth Conference Ministries and is held at Lee University in Cleveland, Tenn. The conference uses engaging
worship music, dynamic speakers, and high-energy fun, and engaging recreation to teach students about the
gospel of Christ, as well as challenge them to grow in their faith.
Fun In The Son
• This is our annual week long conference for high school students grades 9-12. The conference is conducted
by Youth Conference Ministries and is held at the Hilton Head Beach and Tennis Club in Hilton Head. The
conference uses engaging worship music, dynamic speakers, and high energy, fun, and engaging recreation to
teach students about the gospel of Christ, as well as challenge them to grow in their faith.
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