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from the lead pastor

Evans family happy to be in Florence
Dear friends,

prayers. A “normal” rhythm of life
is probably still a couple months
away for the Evans, but it is getting
closer!

I cannot express how delighted the
Evans are to be in Florence! I have
been truly amazed at how the Lord
has guided us in this process. We
have already experienced such love
and joy — a deep down gladness of
heart. God has been preparing us
for you! I am so looking forward
to meeting and getting to know
you. The way the Lord has moved
to bring us to this point makes me
wonder what He has in store for us.
What joy the coming years hold!

My first sermon on August 4 will be
on Jesus’ feeding of the 5,000. This
miracle of the multiplication of the
loaves and fishes is the only miracle
that Jesus performs that occurs in
all four Gospels. Apparently, the
Gospel story cannot fully be told
without this miracle, so it must tell
us something good about Jesus.
…What do you think that is?

I am grateful for many things. I am
very excited about working with
the staff, and loved my first session
meeting. What wonderful people
are in place who love this church! I
feel like there is so much just waiting to be discovered.

The next sermons will then shift
to a series on the Old Testament
prophet Haggai. It is a short and
Darryl, Mary Lee, Will, and Addie
packed book if you would like to
Evans are in Florence. Darryl’s
read it ahead of time. It points us
first Sunday preaching at First
to how the Lord is the center of our
Presbyterian is August 4.
lives and how we are wrapped up in
His purposes.
saying goodbye to our friends and
You may have heard some about
faith community in North Caroliour transitioning these past months. na, and the sudden struggle with
Again, I cannot express what deWe did sell our home in Davidson, cancer for Mary Lee’s mother (she
light we have now that we are finally
North Carolina, and are in the pro- will begin chemo soon but has a
in Florence with you. See you soon!!
cess of buying a home in Florence.
good prognosis) — has been quite
Such transitions in life — including a change. I do thank you for your
Darryl

IN THIS ISSUE
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

From the Lead Pastor
From the Associate Pastor
Church Administration Matters
From the Congregational 		
Care Assistant
Women in Ministry
Music Ministry
Child Development Center
Birthdays

10-11 Calendar
12 Prayer Concerns
13 Pray for our Missions
14 Church News
15 WinShape
16 Children’s Ministry
17 Children's Ministry
18 Parenting Column
19 Youth Ministry

ON THE COVER
WinShape
campers enjoyed
a week of faith,
fun, and fitness.
For more pictures,
visit page 15.

from the associate pastor 3

A Thought or Two Challenging You Toward Discipleship

Take steps to be a full-grown disciple
T

Things are exciting around
First Presbyterian. Darryl and
Mary Lee are settling in! The
days of summer are coming to an
end and as they do our new ministry/education season begins. It is a
good time for you to consider how
to be involved at First Presbyterian.
We want you to have the opportunity to be a part of what is happening!
Be aware that August 4 and 11 there
will be opportunities to sign up for
team ministries; become aware of
Sunday School offerings and meet
your deacon!
We have several possibilities to
get involved in ministry! We have
teams that are outwardly focused:
Respite Night team with developmentally disabled children; Parking
Lot Mission team that preps breakfast and serves; Tabernacle Experience team; Family Promise team
— a ministry to homeless families
that provides housing for homeless
families in our facility quarterly;
Jobs for Life team is a gospel-centered program that prepares unemployed/underemployed with soft
skills to make them job ready.
We have teams that are inwardly
focused: Hospitality team that helps
prepare meals on Wednesdays and

on special occasions; Women in
Ministry; Communion Set Up team
for Sunday worship; Greeting team
that helps make our Sunday morning visitors feel welcome; Prayer
teams for both services, Choir (traditional service) and Praise teams
(contemporary worship); Audio Visual team (both worship services).
Every one of us is suited for some
type of ministry that God intended
us to do. Consider one of these.
Also you need to grow in your
knowledge of the Bible so that you
know what God is saying to you.
One place to grow in that knowledge is through one of our 7 adult
Sunday school classes. If you are
not in one, we want to encourage
you to consider joining this fall!

The classes are: Good Samaritan,
Price, Pilgrim, Veritas, Journey,
Discovery, and Women’s Only.
There will be a place to see and sign
up for one of those classes at the
Ministry Fair, as well.
Finally, on August 11 come and
shake the hand of your deacons.
They will be a part of the fair that
day and want to meet you.
All of these opportunities will
challenge, grow, and encourage
your faith! It’s time for you to get
involved. We want you to become a
full-grown disciple.

Worship Services
Beginning August 18, we will resume the two services: the 9 a.m. Contemporary
Worship Service and the 11 a.m. Traditional Worship Service.

4

Toward a Healthier Church: from the church administrator

Tithing teaches us to keep God first
S

tewardship is about more than money. But clearly
Average Weekly Need
$31,954.00
monetary giving is the starting point. The Bible
mentions money over 800 times and of all of Jesus’ Year to Date - Average Weekly Giv$28,417.00
parables, more than half of them talked about money.
ing
Why? Because that is where so many people get tripped Average Weekly Giving - surplus/
($3,537.00)
up! When we are able to release at least 10% of our
(deficit) - YTD
income back to God, our money doesn’t have as tight
of a hold on us because we realize that God is in control of our finances. We remember that everything we
have has been given to us by Him. Even though most of Total Ministry Action Plan Receipts
$852,521.00
us probably work for the money we make each month, - YTD
even God has His hand there — He has given us the
Firm Foundation Receipts to Date
$717,190.00
ability to do our jobs. Many who grasp what God has
truly given them seem to agree that 10% doesn’t even
feel like enough! (www.crosswalk.com/familyfinances) As the chart shows, our average weekly giving is running below the average weekly amount needed. As you
are making plans for end of summer trips and activities
Last month I shared with you some of Dave Ramsey’s
and are looking ahead to the fall and back-to-school,
thoughts about tithing and giving. This month I want
let me encourage you to include
to continue the discussion of tithing. Once we understand what a tithe is, the next question becomes “Why continued financial support of the
should I tithe?” Dave Ramsey has this to say about the ministries and mission of First
Presbyterian Church in your plans.
“why tithe” question:
One way that you can do this is
through online giving, which alThe tithe was not put into place for God’s benefit —
lows you to support the ministries
He already has everything He needs. He doesn’t need
our money! (And “our” money is already His anyway.) of our church even when you are
away. To learn more about the online giving option,
including TEXT to Give and SCAN to Give, visit our
Tithing is an act of obedience and should be given
freely with pure motives. In other words, we give with- website www.florencefirst.org and click on the online
giving link at the top right corner of the home page.
out expecting anything back in return. And it teaches
You may also make a gift and view your giving history
us to be good stewards of what God has given us.
through REALM.
Tithing was created for our benefit. It teaches us how
to keep God first in our lives and how to live unselfish- Columbarium Update
ly. (www.daveramsey.com/blog/daves-advice-on-tithBased on the results of the Columbarium Interest Suring-and-giving)
vey conducted earlier this year, we are moving forward
with the marketing phase for the Columbarium MemoFacts & Figures
ry Garden at First Presbyterian Church. Please contact
Recently, all covenant partners received quarterly
George Beshere, Glenn Bell or Don Hebert to reserve a
contribution statements reflecting individual giving
niche or to learn more about the columbarium.
through the first 6 months of 2019. In order to carry
out the Ministry Action Plan set forth by our pastors,
program staff and the various ministry units of the
Session, we need to receive contributions of $31,954
per week. The chart below shows a snapshot of our
collective giving for the first six months of 2019. I have
also included a line showing gifts received for our Firm
Foundation Debt Retirement campaign.

from the congregational care assistant
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Living by the Gospel

P

aul in his letters is a defender of the weak and
oppressed. He advocates equality in the Church.
In 1 Corinthians 9, Paul gives an interesting and
challenging model to modern clergy for the preaching
ministry. The Corinthians and several other churches
questioned Paul’s authority. Paul defends his authority
and creates an interesting model for ministry.
Chapter 9 in 1 Corinthians divides into three parts.
The first part, 1 Corinthians 9:1-14, defends the pastor/
preacher/ priest’s right to be paid by the congregation.
The second part, 1 Corinthians 9:15-23, presents the
reason Paul renounces his need to be paid. The third
part, 1 Corinthians 9:24-27, uses the self-discipline of
the athlete as an example to the Christian.
In the reading of Paul’s letters and the study of his
missionary career, his authority as a spokesperson for
Christ and his explanation of the message of the Gospel
was questioned. Chapter 9 begins with four questions:
“Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen
Jesus our Lord? Are you not my work in the Lord (1
Corinthians 9:1)?” Paul’s authority to be a Christian
missionary is based upon two facts.

REV. MIKE
FLEENOR’S BLOG
https://onepastorsponderings.
wordpress.com/

build-up the community (the church) in love. In the
latter half of the chapter Paul mentions the Gospel
seven times. If he did not proclaim the Gospel, then he
had failed. Does this also apply to the modern church?
Have we as the church failed if the Gospel is not proclaimed? The Gospel is defined in the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus. The willing obedience of Jesus to
be crucified on the cross provides the proof of God’s
love and Jesus identification with sinful humanity.

Paul as philosopher and preacher cannot be obligated to
any human or group of humans in the church. The only
obligation Paul has is to be true to the triumph of Jesus
over death as God resurrected him. The living Lord
Jesus Christ calls humans to be obedient to the will of
God. Paul becomes weak so that all people can relate
and be influenced to follow Jesus. This is what he means
First, he had seen the risen Christ and had been called
when he says: “I do it all for the sake of the gospel, so
by Jesus to go to the Greeks or Gentiles. Second, the
that I may share in its blessings (I Corinthians 9:23).”
Corinthian Church was “the seal of my apostleship in
the Lord (I Corinthians 9:2b).” Paul advocates that those Living by the Gospel means we grow in Christ’s image
as we are built up in love. Love is the will of God for all
who preach the Gospel should be paid. Paul does not
humans. We love because we are saved from death and
desire to be paid to preach the Gospel, but chooses to
living self-centered lives. We now are able to give away
work as a tent-maker so that he is free of obligation to
ourselves to service and to the discipline of service.
the Church. Paul refuses to locate in one place to be a
pastor, and he refuses to be paid to preach the Gospel.
Paul’s purpose is two-fold: to preach the Gospel and to

GriefShare will begin Monday, September 9,
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in Room 104
at First Presbyterian Church.
You’ll find it to be a warm, caring environment,
and you will come to see your group as an “oasis”
on your journey through grief.
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women in ministry / music ministry

Join Women in Ministry for its kickoff salad dinner
Please join the Women in Ministry
for the Kick-off Salad Dinner that
will be held at 6 p.m. August 21 in
the Christian Life Center.
Please bring your favorite salad to
share and a friend. RSVP is only
needed for childcare by August 14
to Teresa Stewart: tstewart@florencefirst.org or 843-662-2583.
The Women In Ministry has two
new circles planned for this year.
Both groups are going to target
young women in their 20s and 30s.
One group will meet on the second
Monday of the month at 10 a.m. led
by Erin Johnson. This group formed
out of the desire for fellowship of
moms working inside the home.
The other group will meet the second Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. led by
Sasha Hall. This group may appeal
to women (single or married, with
or without children) who work outside of the home.

Women in Ministry’s Directory

supporting our missionaries.
All circles unite in several activities
throughout the year, and bring us
all together for fellowship and worship to the Glory of God.

The circles of women meet monthly Monthly meetings will start up
to study scripture and plan seragain in September for the 2019vice-based activities, along with
2020 year.

Please review your contact
information in the Women in
Ministry Directory. Submit any
changes to Teresa Stewart by
August 1.
If you or someone you know are
interested in joining one of these
groups, please notify Donna Grubb,
Moderator, 843-409-1234, or Jayne
Boswell, Co-Moderator, 843-2297790.

Flowers in the Sanctuary
Do you have a friend or relative you would like to honor?
Sign up to place memorial flowers in the Sanctuary.
Contact Genia Tyson (genia_tyson@hotmail.com or 843-665-0295)
or Melba Whitesides (843-669-8209).
Please leave your name, number, and date you wish to reserve.

music ministry

Get involved in Music Ministry

MONDAYS

In October, Director of Music Ann Rodgers
Chandler will have piano classes for children in
grades 1-5.

WEDNESDAYS

TUESDAYS

1:30 p.m. Ladies’ Ensemble (Ladies of all ages)
4 p.m. Girls’ Ensemble (Sixth grade and older)

5 p.m. Chancel Handbell Choir
6:45 p.m. Preschool Choir
6:30 p.m. Children’s Choir
6:30 p.m. Praise Team Rehearsal
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal

If you’re interested in joining the music ministry, contact Ann Rodgers Chandler, Director of Music, at
843-662-2583 or achandler@florencefirst.org.
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child development center

Preparations underway for new school year
S

ummer is almost over, and at the CDC we are
shifting gears to prepare for the end of our summer
day camping program and the beginning of a more
structured preschool year. We’ve had a fun summer
together. Although our schedule has been more relaxed,
the learning experiences have not stopped!
Our preschool garden brought many new and fun
activities to our older preschoolers. The children have
measured veggies by weight, discussed growth cycles,
watered and weeded, and most importantly, tasted! The
teachers were somewhat surprised when the children
were willing to taste such different varieties! After all,
purple potatoes aren’t something you see every day in
the grocery store. We are looking at fall plants and hope
to replace some summer veggies with a fall variety.

Our new CDC Art Teacher, Miss Kirby Lesesne, will
lead two art camps, one for each our 3- and 4-yearold groups while teachers prepare for the new year.

classes in an age appropriate chapel time each week.
Mrs. Ann Rodgers Chandler, Director of Music at First
Over the next four weeks our camp sites will turn into Presbyterian, will once again be using her magic to
age-appropriate preschool classrooms. Tents are being encourage the children to find their singing voices and
folded up and stored for the winter. Classroom bulletin join her in a time of song one morning each week. This
boards and wall décor will change to reflect the new
is a fun time for all.
preschool year. The “buzz” in the preschool classes
is that we need to get our schedules straight and our
We are blessed to have such a wonderful staff of teach“ducks in a row.” This year we plan to continue with
ers leading our CDC preschool. Keeping young chilthe Creative Curriculum series and inject some STEM dren focused and prepared to learn is no easy task. Our
curriculum to help the preschoolers engage and inter- teachers put in countless hours each week to encourage
act with learning as much as possible.
growth and development. Beyond the daily lesson plan,
they go often over and beyond to love and give emoWhile our preschool teachers get to work planning and tional support to our children. It takes a village.
preparing for our new year, our new CDC Art Teacher,
Miss Kirby Lesesne, will take center stage hosting two
Meanwhile our infant and toddler classes are made up
weekly art camps, one for each our 3- and 4-year-old
of the youngest children who are learning and growing
groups. We are happy to welcome to our center, Miss
at a rapid speed. They, too, will be experiencing some
Kirby. A native of Florence County, she is a 2017 grad- change, as some of them advance up to the next group
uate of Converse College with a Bachelor of Arts delevel and new wee ones enter in. The teachers in these
gree in theater and a minor in psychology. She taught
groups are busy coordinating care and team work as
early childhood and elementary art at the Carolina In- they keep all parts moving smoothly. These wee ones
ternational Prep School in Greenville before relocating need constant care and nurturing love.
back to Florence County this summer. We are excited
about having Kirby with us and looking forward to a
All of this to say, there is NEVER a dull moment and all
great year of art activities and experiences.
is well here in the CDC! Thank you, church, again for
your vision for the CDC program. Full steam ahead!
We are also happy to welcome back Mrs. Alexis Morris,
Director of Children’s Ministry at First Presbyterian.
Blessings,
Alexis does an awesome job leading the preschool

birthdays

August 1

August 10

August 3

August 11

Kendall Brand
Ella Naylor
Caden Bulliner
Michael Frost
Kathy Grace
Rhett Spencer
Wallace Vaught

August 4

Jane Ames
Casey Coker
Bob O’Harra

August 5

Rob Hall
Stephanie Hutchinson
Joseph Koenig
Amelia Page

August 6

Jake McKay
Jerry Neal

August 7

Tabatha Davis

August 8

Sandra Anderson
Rufus Bratton
Brittany Reames
Peggy Swearingen

August 9

Chris Canfield
Donna Crockett
Lena Foxworth
Jennie O’Bryan
Mary Caroline Vaught

Caulder Christian
Lincoln Emert

August 17

Henry Johnson
Frank Lee
Jay Reece
Emmett Straus
Brian Wallace

Chris Johnson
Mary Everette Matthews
August 18
Amy Williams
Evans Holland
August 12
Stuart Snow
Marshall Campbell
August 19
Carol Crom
Carson Munn
Donna Green
Scott Ham
August 20
Amy Lynch
Charissa Canfield
August 13
Dan Hicks
Sherrill Fussell
Betsy Johnson
Andrew Halus
Moses King
Phil Moore
August 14
Jeff Singletary
Ellen Fails
August 21
Anna Parsons Fast
Jon Draeger
Taylor Knudsen
Charlie Ervin
Brittany Matthews
Mary Jane Holland
Jim Moore
Gregg Jones
August 15
Wit Poston
Tamara Hoefer
August 22
Mary Louise McIntyre
Catherine Canfield
John Shurman
Kent Caudle

August 16

Janet Brand
Joey Hall
Yvette Mbangowah

August 23

Joe Commander
Charlie Grace
Cindy Johnson

August 24
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Martha Dusenbury
Brett Green
Sarah Ella Hardee
Ellen Grace Marechal
Porter Stewart

August 25

Lane Gilpin
Patti Hubbs
Ronald Welch

August 26

Sallyann Frost
Andi Rae Straus
Phyllis Williams

August 27

Dakota Hawkins

August 28

Carolyn Caudle
Betsy Harris
Tom Kellam
Heather Taylor
Ryon Watkins

August 29

Rod Jernigan
Virginia Spencer

August 30

Tillman Johnson
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calendar of events

THURSDAY, AUGUST 1
7:15 AM Men’s Breakfast: Presbyterian Community
SUNDAY, AUGUST 4
9:00 AM Sunday School: Pilgrim Classroom
10:00 AM Combined Worship Service
11:00 AM Ministry Fair
4:30 PM Volleyball
5:30 PM Youth
MONDAY, AUGUST 5
10:00 AM Monday Morning Prayer Group
6:30 PM Propel Women Personal Leadership
			 Conversation Series
TUESDAY, AUGUST 6
7:00 AM Men’s Breakfast: Bazen’s Restaurant
9:15 AM Women’s Prayer Group: Price Classroom
12:00 PM Discipleship Coaching: Discovery
5:00 PM Women’s Prayer Group – Hucks
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study: Pilgrim Classroom
5:45 PM Teacher Orientation: JFH
7:00 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal
THURSDAY, AUGUST 8
7:15 AM Men’s Breakfast: Presbyterian Community
7:00 PM Helping Florence Flourish Volunteer Dinner

SUNDAY, AUGUST 11
9:00 AM Sunday School: Pilgrim Classroom
10:00 AM Combined Worship Service
11:00 AM Ministry Fair
1:00 PM Tabernacle Assessment: CLC
4:30 PM Volleyball
5:30 PM Youth
MONDAY, AUGUST 12
10:00 AM Monday Morning Prayer Group
6:30 PM Propel Women Personal Leadership
			 Conversation Series
TUESDAY, AUGUST 13
7:00 AM Men’s Breakfast: Bazen’s
9:15 AM Women’s Prayer Group: Price Classroom
12:00 PM Discipleship Coaching: Discovery
5:00 PM Women’s Prayer Group – Hucks
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14
9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study: Pilgrim Classroom
6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
7:00 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal
THURSDAY, AUGUST 15
7:15 AM Men’s Breakfast: Presbyterian Community
SATURDAY, AUGUST 17
10:00 AM Aglow International

SATURDAY, AUGUST 10
SUNDAY, AUGUST 18 TWO SERVICES RESUME
6:00 AM Parking Lot Mission: HopeHealth Parking Lot 9:00 AM Contemporary Worship Service
8:00 AM Tabernacle Assessment: CLC
10:00 AM Sunday School
4:00 PM Youth Food Drive: KJ’s Market on Ebenezer 11:00 AM Traditional Worship Service
4:30 PM Volleyball
5:00 PM Youth Fellowship

calendar of events
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MONDAY, AUGUST 19
10:00 AM Monday Morning Prayer Group
TUESDAY, AUGUST 20
7:00 AM Men’s Breakfast: Bazen’s
9:15 AM Women’s Prayer Group: Price Classroom
12:00 PM Discipleship Coaching: Discovery
5:00 PM Women’s Prayer Group – Hucks
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 21
5:30 PM Youth Program
6:00 PM WiM Kickoff Salad Dinner: CLC
6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
7:30 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal
THURSDAY, AUGUST 22
7:15 AM Men’s Breakfast: Presbyterian Community
SUNDAY, AUGUST 25
9:00 AM Contemporary Worship Service
10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Traditional Worship Service
12:00 PM Time2PEEP: First Presbyterian Church
4:30 PM Volleyball
5:30 PM Youth Fellowship
MONDAY, AUGUST 26
10:00 AM Monday Morning Prayer Group
7:00 PM Boy Scouts Meeting
TUESDAY, AUGUST 27
7:00 AM Men’s Breakfast: Bazen’s
9:15 AM Women’s Prayer Group: Price Classroom
12:00 PM Discipleship Coaching: Discovery
5:00 PM Women’s Prayer Group – Hucks
6:30 PM Session: Pilgrim

Save the Date
Paolo Gualdi and Friends
7:30 p.m. October 1
First Presbyterian Church Sanctuary

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 28
5:30 PM Wednesday Night Kickoff Cookout
6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
5:00 PM Youth Program
7:00 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal
THURSDAY, AUGUST 29
7:15 AM Men’s Breakfast: Presbyterian Community
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prayer concerns

Remember in Prayer
Extended Care
Heritage at Lowman
Mac King
Heritage
George Richardson
Methodist Manor
Madeline Brice
Joyce Floyd
Marie Jordan

Lord, Hear
Our Prayer

Presbyterian Community
Hannah Barringer
Ann Cash
Aaron Leland
Tom and Clariann Kellam

Sick & Recovering

Thom Anderson
Jonathan Bankhead
Glenn Bell
Jack Cagle
Barbara Covington
Chuck Dennis
Theresa Echols
Kit Fulmer
Jimmy Green
Carolyn Holland
Ginger Owen
Mike Page
Mary Catherine Rawlinson
Jay Reece
Peggy Scheu

Elders

Debbie Jackson
Richie Wilhoit

Sympathy
Julie Ham, loss of her father
Carolyn Holland, loss of her sister
Walt Johnson and Chrissie Prince,
loss of their mother
Family of Clara Leach
Family of Tony Meeks

Households

Daniel and Lucinda Hubbs
Don and Vicki Hebert
Russell and Teresa James
Frank and Emily Hodges
Rod and Lisa Jernigan
Gregg and Michelle Jones, Greg and Maggie

Memorials

Birth

Joe Crawford
Henrietta Hubbs
Linnie Myers
Alice Nickles
Joy Tedder
Sarah Elizabeth Watt

Elizabeth “Liza” Porter Tuttle born Thursday,
July 24, 2019, to Pat and Becka Tuttle

Deacons

Carol Fleenor
Tenny Moss

Mission

Restoration Homeless Ministry
Bob and Kristi Rice

Women in Ministry
Ashley Bratton
Caroline Genoble

Sunday School Teachers
Betsey Moore
Robert Moore

Staff

Darryl Evans
Teresa Stewart

missions
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God’s Work in our Community
Resurrection Restoration Center
for the Homeless

gency and community services to homeless individuals
as an effort to restore them back to physical, mental,
and emotional wholeness.

Resurrection Restoration Center for Homeless is an
emergency transitional shelter for those with the greatest needs.
Its mission is to provide food, clothing, shelter, emer-

The ministry wants to transform the homeless community into healthy, fit, spiritually enlightened, contributing citizens of society who are able to re-enter the
workforce and sustain permanent housing.

God’s Work Around the World
Bob and Kristi Rice,
Presbyterian Mission
Dear Friends at First Presbyterian Church in Florence,
We greet you in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ!
We hope that you are well, seeing God at work, revealing grace and truth in the midst of the turmoil in our
world. We want to thank you again for your prayers for
us and the church in South Sudan. We are grateful, and
we hope God’s work here is an encouragement to you!
We have been in South Sudan for 2 years now and feel
like it has become home. We pray with people in South
people living in a camp for displaced persons in Juba.
Sudan for peace and stability to return to the country,
and for the church to continue to be a source of hope
3.
Pray for safe travel for us the next few months
and healing.
in the U.S., and that we return to South Sudan with
This year we are in the U.S. for a few months, attending renewed energy and vision for God’s work there.
some conferences, visiting churches, and taking some
Our July newsletter shares more about how God has
vacation time with our families. Because of our short
time in the U.S., we are only visiting a few regions and grown and led us the past two years. You can also
find other updates on our blog at http://bobandkristi.
will not make it to the Southeast. We do hope to visit
blogspot.com/. We love to hear from you, and you can
you in Florence the next time that we are in the U.S.
always reach us at bob.rice@pcusa.org or kristi.rice@
pcusa.org.
A few prayer requests for us:
1.
Pray for renovations to be completed on a new
location for NTC, so that NTC can move by the end of Together in God’s Kingdom,
Bob and Kristi
the year.
Newsletters: https://www.presbyterianmission.org/
2.
Pray for the team facilitating healing and recon- ministries/missionconnections/the-rev-bob-and-kristirice/
ciliation workshops – they hope to do one soon for
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news

Volunteers needed to assess Tabernacle
Joe Koenig needs able-bodied volunteers on August 10
and 11 to help unload the Tabernacle into the Christian
Life Center, where pieces will be sorted, checked for
damage and then placed back on the truck once assessment is finished. Volunteers will not be assembling
The Tabernacle. Volunteers should be able-bodied, but
youth, seniors, men women — any and all can help.
Women’s prayer meeting on Tuesdays
Remember, many hands make light work. Your help is
Just a Reminder: A group of women meet on Tuesday appreciated! Here’s what’s needed:
mornings in the Price Classroom, Room 104, to pray
Saturday, August 10 8:30-11 a.m.
for our church. All ages are invited. Come as you are
			
8 volunteers to unload and sort
and pray with us! Time: Tuesdays at 9:15 a.m. with the
Saturday, August 10: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
exception of the second Tuesday of the month.
			
2-4 volunteers to assess damage
Sunday, August 11: 1-3 p.m.
			
8 volunteers to reload truck
Hospitality team looking for volunteers
Got Hospitality? Have a gift for fellowship? Want to
serve in God’s kitchen? We need volunteers — women and men — to join a hospitality team this year.
Contact Betsy Olsen (843-319-3717) or Jayne Boswell
(843-229-7790) if you are willing to help.

Royall family ‘thank you’

From the bottom of our hearts, the Royall family
“thanks you” for reaching out and caring for our students during the 2018-19 school year. You wrapped
your loving arms around our
students by providing filled book
Symposium to be held on C.S. Lewis
bags, school supplies, and wonderFrom Malta to Montreat, world-renowned scholars
ful volunteers and leaders of “The
will assemble for an International Symposium on C.S. Good News Club.” The ripple efLewis & the Inklings on November
fect of local mission work touched
5-6 in Montreat, N.C. This premiere many lives throughout the Florevent will explore the continuing
ence community. Your generosity
influence of these Oxford Dons on
and kindness was greatly appreciated.
literature, religion, and the public’s
Back-to-School is upons us for the 2019-20 year. School
imagination.
supplies and book bags are again needed. Volunteers
Symposium registration covers pro- for “Good News Club” are also needed. Please pick up
gram lecturers and panels, materials, a supply list from the Welcome Center or give Alexis
the one-man C.S. Lewis play, exhibit reception, two
Morris your name to volunteer on Thursday afternoons
dinners, one luncheon, and program breaks/refreshfor an hour. Working with the students will be a blessing
ments. Advanced discount ($260/person) runs June
for you as well as them.
1-August 31). Regular registration is $300 starting
September 1.
GriefShare resumes in September
Space is limited. For more information, email
GriefShare, a grief recovery support group where you
SusanA@Montreat.org or info@phcmontreat.org.
can find help and healing for the hurt of losing a loved
To register, visit https://montreat.org/events/cslewis.
one, will return September 9. Meetings will be held
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on Mondays in Room 104. You
Volunteers needed for Missions Committee from
will find it to be a caring environment.
Are you interested in being a part of local and world
missions, sharing the gospel and love of Jesus Christ
— Submit church news briefs to Kim Brauss kbrauss@
with others? Please contact Janet Brand.
florencefirst.org or call the church office.

WinShape

Summer of a lifetime

Thank you to all the volunteers, donors, and helpers with WinShape. Helping Florence Flourish also thanks First Presbyterian for
the use of the campus for the BEST WEEK EVER! It was an amazing
week with a diverse group of 215 campers from Florence! One of
the goals of HFF is to seek building bridges across the races in a
Christian context. The children were an answered prayer. As we
grow in love for Jesus we will see the dividing walls fall.
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children’s ministry

Sunday School
Classes resume on August 18 and start promptly at 10 a.m.
Children in 2K-4th grade must be dropped off and picked up
by a parent or guardian.

Children’s Teacher
Orientation

5:45 p.m. August 7
Jenkins Fellowship Hall

Preschool (2K-5K) meet downstairs.
Elementary (1st-6th grade) meet upstairs.

Dinner and childcare will be
provided.
Please RSVP by Monday,
August 5.
Everyone who leads
children a in classroom or
in worship is encouraged
to attend.

2K Room 124C
3K Room 119C
4K Room 119B
5K Room 119D

Led by Barbara Green, Carol Fleenor, Ruth Watts
Led by Karen Jordan and Lana Lehmans
Led by Susan Hofler and Libby Fuller
Led by Janet Brand and Susan Snow

1st Room 204B
2nd Room 204C
3rd-4th Room 204 D
5th Room 204A
6th Room 205

Led by Jan Bray and Heather Taylor
Led by Walt & Hunter Burch and Rob & Sonya Molnar
Led by Jason & Casey Coker, Rufus & Ashley Bratton, and Meg Temple
Led by Chris & Cille Scott, Mike & Lynn Porter, and Jason & Tara Newton
Led by Sally Dameron and Ashley Hylton

Pray Eat Encourage Play

August 25 @12:30 p.m.
Grades 1-6 from
First Pres & The Assembly
We will gather to Play, Eat, Encourage, and Pray at First Presbyterian.
Cookout after worship then have fun! Lots of games including giant
WATER inflatable, 9-square, and relays.
A few parents are needed to help out.

Summer Children’s Church
Children who are in 3K-1st grade
will continue to have a special time
in the 3K room through the month
of August. The Children in Worship
leaders are making some adjustments
to the worship space and story time.
Children in Worship will resume in
September.

children’s ministry

Pool Party
For Sixth-graders and Parents
August 18 from 5 to 7 p.m.
Allen and Kathy Griffin are hosting this gathering.
Please make plans to come and learn about all the
spiritual growth opportunities for sixth-graders.
Watch your email for perfect potluck sign up.

Patriotic Parade
The Child Development Center held
a Fourth of July parade, where the
children dressed for the occasion and
marched through the halls and sidewalks
of our campus.
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parenting

Sing along to Christian music for faith development
Associate Pastor’s note: This column
addresses challenges Christian parents face. Alexis Morris, Brock Page,
and I (Chris Handley) will share
the responsibility of giving parents a
nugget to help and challenge.

There are others that are creating
children’s music and recording in
our time like Rain for Roots, https://
rainforroots.bandcamp.com/! This
one could be great at bedtime. Then
there are those from Seeds Family
that hole in your heart with Jesus.
Worship (www.seedsfamilyworship.
He sang memorable lyrics that told com) and PROOF Pirates (https://
By Chris Handley
our boys the stories of the gospel/Bi- sojournmusic.bandcamp.com) alAssociate Pastor
ble. And he used repetition to drive bum/proof-pirates which have more
home the memory work. We mem- of a beat (not great for bedtime).
Music is maybe one of the most
orized Genesis 1:1 with the Donut
But if you can get this music in your
powerful influencers in our lives.
Man when we got a basketball and
car so your kids can sing along and
Images/pictures and music create
dribbled out “In the beginning God be loud and silly while you drive
a dynamic duo that will impact
around Florence, it will make an
your little ones’ lives. Therefore, it is created the heaven and the earth.”
important to consider how to utilize (www.donutman.streamlinenettrial. impact on them.
co.uk)
these for the faith development of
The music and the singing times
your child(ren).
Each night when we put our boys
are some great memories of our
to
bed,
we
would
sing
Donut
Man
boys’ childhood. Singing at night,
When Dottie and I were raising our
riding around town singing songs
boys, we made it a habit to listen to songs and songs like some of our
good Christian music. I remember Vacation Bible School songs. I Have in the car is great fun and it makes
A River Of Life Coming Out Of Me
a lasting impact on your child. God
listening to the Donut Man/Rob
for it.
Evans. He called himself the donut was always a favorite. They loved
the
SPLISH
SPLASH.
Then
our
last
man because “life without God is
— Email Chris Handley at chandlike having a hole in your heart like song was always Jesus Loves Me.
ley@florencefirst.org.
a donut.” He would sing about filling Then we said prayers for the boys.

Church Cookout
Join us for our Wednesday night kickoff!

5:30 p.m. August 28
There’ll be inflatables, games, face-painting,
great fellowship, and good food.
Everyone’s welcome to invite a friend.
Contact the church office to register.

Wednesday night dinners and electives
resume at 5:45 p.m. Wednesday, September 4.

youth ministry

Youth Ministry News

Fun in the Son 2019

Youth Schedule
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sunday School: 10-10:50 a.m. August 18 and 25 with Continental Breakfast and Lesson
Small group: High School Girls Small Group, August 25 / 5:30-7:30 p.m. / Dinner, Lesson
MOVE: 5:30-7:30 p.m. August 11 with Dinner, Lesson, and Games
412 on Wednesdays: 5:30-7:30 p.m. August 21 and 28 with Dinner, Lesson, and Games
High School Youth Pool Party: 5-7 p.m. August 18
Middle School Youth Pool Party: 5-7 p.m. August 25

Food Drive for Help4Kids Florence

•		
The youth are having a day of service from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, August 10. We will be assisting
with the Help4Kids food drive at KJ’s Market on Ebenezer Road.

Youth Parent Meeting

•		
We will have a youth parent meeting at 10 a.m. Sunday, September 8, during Sunday School. We will
discuss the youth calendar for the upcoming year. Please make plans to attend.

Scouting Ministry
Twenty Boy Scouts and leaders returned
July 10 from New Mexico’s Philmont
Scout Ranch, where they backpacked for
11 days in the Rocky Moutains.
Another group of Scouts just returned
from visiting the World Scout Jamboree,
camping in a cave and spelunking at the
Lost Sea in Tennessee and whitewater

rafting in North Carolina.
In August, Hunter Morgan will lead a
group backbacking in Idaho’s Sawtooth
mountains and another group will
paddle in Bulls bay, take a boat trip to
the Pinopolis locks and visit the Birds of
Prey center in Awendaw. Monday night
Scout meetings start back on August 26.
Boys aged 11-17 interested in our scouting ministry are invited.
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Covenant Partner
Magnetic Name Badges

Covenant Pa
Magnetic Nam

Covenant Partner Magnetic Name Badges

Order Form
As our new senior pastor,
$7.00 Ea
$7.00 Each
Please
return
this
form
to
the
Church
Office
with
your
Dr. Darryl Evans, and his family
Do
you
have
trouble
remembering n
Do you have trouble check
remembering
names?
Do
you
want
new
made payable to First Presbyterian.
members in our church to adjust ea
members
in our church to adjust easily by knowing who you
arrives, consider getting a name
badge
are? Wear it to church, church fu
are? Wear it to church, church functions, meetings, etc.
to be easily recognized and
(exactly
the way it should appear on
andyour
greet badge)
your church family
and greet yourName
church family
with confidence.
__________________________________________
remembered. It’s a useful tool—————————————————————————————————————————————
Order Form
Order use
Formanother form for more than one name.
to facilitate conversation.
Please
The name badge form is alsoPlease
available
of Church
badges:office
______________
Please return this form to the
return thisNumber
form to the
with
Amount
enclosed:
_______________ your check made payable to
in the Welcome Center or online
in made
your check
payable to
First Presbyterian
Realm.
A badge costs $7.
____________________________
_______________________________________________
Name (exactly the way it should appear on your badge)
Please use reverse for more than one name.
Number of badges_____________________________

Name (exactly the way it should ap
Please use reverse for more than o
Number of badges_____________

