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ON THE COVER  
The Angel Choir sings during the 
Living Nativity. For more photos, 
turn to page 15.

To submit content for February’s 
publication, contact Kim Brauss 
by January 20 at  
kbrauss@florencefirst.org.

Dear friends, 

The final book of the Bible is the 
Apocalypse to John. The Apoca-
lypse, or Revelation, is a “revealing.”  
What it reveals – in a new way 
– is God reigning in heaven now.  
Revelation shows us God’s ultimate 
victory of sin and death more fully 
than anywhere else in the New Tes-
tament. In sum, Revelation gives us 
hope by helping us see reality more 
clearly by looking through heaven’s 
perspective. One author has likened 
it to putting on a new pair of glass-
es.  

Perhaps one of the reasons that I am 
enjoying Revelation these days (as 
I prepare to teach and preach on it 

this year) is because I feel like I am 
seeing God’s lavish grace with new 
eyes here in Florence. The process 
for how both the pastoral call and 
the house unfolded just amazes me.  
Every time I turn around in our 
new home I am reminded that God 
brought us here to be a part of this 
community, and our hearts are so 
glad.  

Another thing I appreciate about 
Revelation are the songs in it.   
Music is essential in helping us live 
in heavenly rhythms as we worship 
the Lord. Music holds such beauty 
and enriches life.  As such, I want  
to express my gratitude for  
Ann Rodgers Chandler and all the 
choirs and musicians over this past 

Christmas season. Lessons & Car-
ols, the Handbell Concert, and all 
the little ones from the CDC sing-
ing in our sanctuary at their Christ-
mas celebration are just a few of the 
musical joys of the season. We are 
so fortunate to have such wonderful 
musicians and an incredible choir 
here. Thank you for your role in 
leading us in worship this season!  

This New Year holds so much. Soon 
we will have some new covenant 
partners, and I feel the Lord is stir-
ring in us. What an exciting time to 
watch that grace with ever-increas-
ingly clear eyes. 

Peace,
Darryl

The Lord Reigns

Wednesday nights at First Presbyterian
Family night dinners and programs 
will resume January 8. 
The planned January menus are:
January 8: spaghetti, salad, garlic bread 
and dessert
January 15: fried chicken, macaroni 
and cheese, green beans, dessert
January 22: pancakes, bacon and fruit
January 29: Sloppy Joes, tater tots, corn 
and dessert.

The planned adult electives will begin 
January 8 with an informative session 
on the Inward Initiative and Realm. 
On January 15, Ron Love will guest 
teach. And starting January 22,  
Darryl Evans will teach on Revelation 
and Chris Handley will lead a six-week 
curriculum called Younique that is 
designed to help you know your own 
story as it relates to God.



ast January in Colorado 
Springs, Dana Allin shared the 
10-year vision for the ECO. It 

is ambitious and exciting to consid-
er this vision as we (the ECO) seek 
to continue to witness to our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ.  

Dana used a Vision Frame to ar-
ticulate our 10-year plan. (You can 
find it online here: https://www.
eco-pres.org/static/media/uploads/
eco's_vision_frame.pdf.)  This 
tool was created by Will Mancini 
(founder of Auxano) for whole 
denominations. But it can also be 
used to develop a personal mission 
statement. I have personally been 
working on mine. And I want to 
encourage you to do so.

As we grow in our ability to articu-
late the way God has shaped us we 
will be able to articulate our life call. 
As I continue to sharpen my sense 
of what God has gifted me to do, I 
am using this same Vision Frame 
for myself. There are five questions 
from the Vision Frame that guide us 
to determine our “call”:  

1) What am I here to do? – Mission  
2) Why am I doing it? –Values  
3) How am I doing it? –Strategy 
4) When am I successful? –Mea-
sures  

A Thought or Two Challenging You Toward Discipleship
from the associate pastor    3

Creating your own mission statement
L

5) Where is God taking me? –Vi-
sion Proper  

God is on a mission to draw men 
and women into his kingdom and 
as we articulate our mission we 
begin to join Him in that work.  
So becoming more and more aware 
of how he has created us we will 
have the joy of participating with 
Him as his covenant partners.

Notice on this graph the four quad-
rants (Nihilism, Fatalism, Narcis-
sism and Co-Creationism) that 
represent how you will approach 
life with a greater or lesser view of 

God Awareness and Self-Aware-
ness. The higher your God and 
Self-Awareness the more you will 
live into God’s call on your life!  

This January I will offer the oppor-
tunity to walk with you in deter-
mining your own personal Vision 
Frame, using a curriculum called 
Younique. Join me as we seek to 
grow more mature in faith for the 
sake of the One who has called us 
into relationship.  

On Wednesday nights starting January 22, I am offering to lead a group through a six-week study 
designed to help you know your own story as it intersects God’s story.  This course will help you know 
your gifting, your passion, your calling and even help you determine your goal! This will help you 
explore how your personal life call — which is both knowable and nameable — intersects with your 
personal discipleship. Join me for this season and let’s see what God does to guide us in our lives 
with him.



4 Toward a Healthier Church: from the church administrator

God blessed First Presbyterian Church in several 
tangible ways during 2019. Below are some interesting 
facts and figures regarding the generosity of the Cove-
nant Partners of our church:  

A Firm Foundation. A Promising Future. 
In 2017, First Presbyterian Church launched a 2-year 
campaign to retire the remaining debt of $850,000 on 
our new education facilities. I am happy to report that, 
through the generosity of our Covenant Partners, the 
loan was paid in full and First Presbyterian Church 
became debt free in 2019!  We are grateful to God for 
the faithfulness of our Covenant Partners who made 
this a reality.

Christmas Eve Benevolence Offering 
At our 2019 Christmas Eve services, FPC contributed 
over $13,600.00 that will be used throughout 2020 to 
aid with food, housing and utilities to Florence County 
residents who come to us seeking help meeting the ba-
sic needs of life. Thank you for your generosity during 
the Christmas season and throughout the year.
Your continued faithful financial support of the minis-
tries of First Presbyterian Church enables us to provide 
programs and opportunities to our covenant partners, 
our guests, and the city of Florence. It also allows us to 
support missionaries serving around the world.  As we 
move through the coming year, I will be providing reg-
ular updates about our giving trends and the financial 
needs of our church. Thank you for your faithfulness!

2020 Stewardship Campaign Update 
To date, 175 covenant partners have pledged 
$1,218,720.00 in support of our 2020 Ministry Action 
Plan. These pledges are important because it helps the 
church staff and leadership as they plan for the various 
programs, activities and ministry opportunities. While 

we emphasize stewardship annually, the fact remains 
that GENEROSITY is and should be a lifestyle for all 
believers. There is still time for you to make a com-
mitment to contribute to the mission and ministry of 
First Presbyterian Church in 2020.  You may can make 
a pledge in one of the following ways. Pledges can be 
made on-line by visiting the church website, www.flor-
encefirst.org. Click on the “Online Giving” link at the 
top of the page. This will take you to a page where you 
can complete a secure and confidential pledge form. 
Another online option is the REALM app. From your 
mobile device, simply log in to REALM and, select the 
“Giving” icon.  Select “Pledge” at the top of the screen 
and follow the prompts. Additionally, pledge cards are 
available in the church business office. Thank you for 
your continued generosity as we look forward to what 
God will do in and through First Presbyterian Church 
in the coming year!

2019 Contribution Statements
All covenant partners and others who have made finan-
cial contributions to support the ministries of First 
Presbyterian Church during 2019 will receive a contri-
bution statement summarizing your annual giving for 
2019. The IRS requires that we provide this informa-
tion no later than January 31. The 2019 contribution 
statements will be mailed on or around January 15. 
Thank you for your continued financial support of First 
Presbyterian Church. 

Grateful for church faithfulness

Thank you for your continued generosity as we look forward to what God  
will do in and through First Presbyterian Church in the coming year!
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REV. MIKE  
FLEENOR’S BLOG
https://onepastorsponderings.
wordpress.com/

1 CORINTHIANS 14:1-40

The beginning of a new year creates an opportunity to 
grow in discipleship. There is a slogan used about the 
Magi or Wise Men. They search to find Jesus, so we 
might say: “Wise people still search for Jesus.”  
 
Dr. Darryl Evans challenged the church in his sermon 
about the Magi that as they seek Jesus, we too need to 
seek Jesus. I was inspired by his imagery of the human 
ache in our heart to be known and loved. I personally 
feel this ache as I seek the joy of being a disciple of 
Jesus. The most important opportunity we have in this 
new calendar year is to seek to follow Jesus in a more 
dedicated way. I would challenge you to make this 
your New Year's resolution.  

Paul ends the section of his letter to the Corinthians 
in chapters 12-14 with instructions about worship.  
Spiritual gifts are needed to worship. Chapter 12 ex-
plores the observation that the use of Spiritual gifts is 
to build up the church community. Chapter 13 shows 
the central need for the way of love and defines love.  
With this ground work Paul understands his view of 
worship as the way given by the LORD to use Spiritual 
gifts. The end of chapter 12 and chapter 13 lead into 
chapter 14 by saying all worship and use of gifts must 
be done in love: “But strive for the greater gifts. And I 
will show you a still more excellent way (1 Corinthians 
12:31).”   “Pursue love and strive for the spiritual gifts, 
and especially that you may prophesy (I Corinthians  
14:1).” Worship as a community of faith is meant to 
build up the church. Worship provides an end and a 
beginning to our search for Christ. The verb and noun 
for build-up and edification occurs seven times in 
chapter 14. Three times Paul summarizes the need for 
edification: “Now I would like all of you to speak in 
tongues, but even more to prophesy. One who proph-

esies is greater than one who speaks in tongues, unless 
someone interprets, so that the church may be built up 
(1 Corinthians 14:5).”  “So with yourselves; since you 
are eager for spiritual gifts, strive to excel in them for 
building up the church (1 Corinthians  14:12).”  “What 
should be done then, my friends? When you come 
together, each one has a hymn, a lesson, a revelation, a 
tongue, or an interpretation. Let all things be done for 
building up (1 Corinthians  14:26).”  

The Church is built up when disciples are made. The 
Gospel message about Jesus through the Holy Spirit 
enlivens humans to seek to be a follower of Jesus. A 
second way the Church is built up occurs when hu-
mans who follow Jesus engage in mission and help-
ing others with our time, talent, and treasure. The 
intentional effort is made by an individual to become 
dedicated to learning God’s way.  Effort is also made 
seeking to help others who have physical and Spiritual 
needs.

Jesus’ followers are called in I Corinthians by Paul to 
build up the community. We as the church are chal-
lenged to strengthen ourselves and other disciples 
by seeking Jesus. We best serve God by building up 
the church. We grow Spiritually. We also seek to help 
others as we follow Jesus’ example. Worship inspires 
us to build up the church by learning about Jesus and 
putting our knowledge to use in mission.

Be intentional seeking God this year

Start the new year with prayer
Men and women are welcome to join a prayer group that meets 
weekly at 10:30 a.m. Thursdays in the parlor starting January 9.
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Bread and Fish January 11 9 a.m. Call Peggy Swearingen
Joyful Hearts January 14 10 a.m. Room 100
Morning Mercies January 13 10 a.m. Lawson-Rain Chapel
Posies and Petals January 14 10 a.m. Lawson-Rain Chapel
Prayer Warriors January 14 6:30 p.m. Lawson-Rain Chapel
SonFlowers January 14 10 a.m.  Presbyterian Community
Soul Sisters January 14 noon Price Classroom
Serenity January 14 3 p.m. Lawson-Rain Chapel
Women of Grace January 13 6:30 p.m. 3002 Japonica Lane
Women of Valor January 8 6:30 p.m. Room 202

omen in Ministry’s aim is to strengthen 
our relationship with God and build each 
other up in the body of Christ. 

If you are not involved in a circle, please, join 
in for Christian fellowship and Bible study. We 
have a place for you! 

Women in Ministry Monthly Groups
W

Flowers in the Sanctuary
Do you have a friend or relative you would like to honor? Sign up to place flowers in the Sanctuary.  
Contact Genia Tyson (genia_tyson@hotmail.com or 843-665-0295) or Melba Whitesides (843-669-8209). 
A Google spreadsheet  — found on our website at www.florencefirst.org/flowers-in-the-sanctuary — also has 
been set up for signing up and so dates available can easily be seen. 

Women in Ministry will be gathering items through-
out January for “Cold Weather Bags” in support of the 
House of Hope’s ministry to the homeless. 
Items for the bags include: hand warmers, packets of 
hot chocolate/instant coffee/ramen noodles, bottles 
of water, socks, gloves, toboggan beanies, and hand 
sanitizer. 
Please leave donations in the box in the Welcome Cen-
ter. For more information, contact Elder Jayne Boswell 
at boswell.jayne@gmail.com.

Mid-Winter Gathering
The annual gathering will be held from 10 a.m. to 
noon Saturday, January 25. Women in the church are 
invited to come! We will put together the Cold Weath-
er Bags, enjoy fellowship, and a light lunch.

WiM to hold winter collection, gathering

COLD WEATHER BAG DONATIONS
Items needed include: hand warmers, packets of 
hot chocolate/instant coffee/ramen noodles, bot-
tles of water, socks, gloves, toboggan beanies, 
and hand sanitizer. 
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Members of  the Chancel Choir 
sang in the Florence Symphony 
Orchestra’s Holiday Pops Concert 
in December. Members who sang 
included basses Curt Boswell,  
Van Ervin, Don Hebert, David 
Spearman, Duane Westfall, and 
Sheldon Withrow; tenors  
Ken Knudsen, Fred Kunz, Stuart 
Snow; altos Sandra Anderson, 
Joyce Dalsbo, Brandon Frost, and 
Laura Anne Hofler; and sopranos 
Renda Barnes, Christa Godwin, 
Kristin Kiely, Mary Ann Nash, 
Maymie Lou Spearman, Emily 
Whitehead, Chris Williams, and 
Mary Lynn van Witzenburg.

A Night at the Symphony
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Happy New Year! The new year has 
arrived. What will this new year 
bring? We can’t help but wonder 
what life experiences await us in 
the possible days and months of the 
year 2020. For some this may be 
their last on this earth; one never 
knows when their time will come to 
move on to the next place.

The experiences that await us in 
this new year will bring a variety 
of circumstances and situations to 
our lives. We will make choices. 
The outcome of those choices may 
reflect the direction in which we 
find ourselves.  

A smorgasbord restaurant was a 
new concept in southern Indiana in 
the early 1970s. Before that the only 
“smorgasbord” was a holiday meal 
at Nanny and Papaw’s house or a 
potluck supper at church.  A large 
restaurant smorgasbord offers many 
food choices: a variety of meat, veg-
etables, fruits, breads and, of course, 
desserts can all be found on a good 
buffet or smorgasbord.

The first smorgasbord restaurant 
in my hometown was called, “The 
Kings Table.”  We ate there one 
time. My mother said she didn’t 
care for it. She compared it to some-
one cleaning out their refrigerator. 
It offered a little of this and a little 
of that, nothing that really went 
together, at least not to her liking.

If I could choose a smorgasbord of 
my favorite life experiences, I would 
feast on large portions of time spent 
with family and friends. 
My plate would be piled high with 

laughter and warm hugs. My cup 
would overflow with ordinary days 
spent with my children and my 
grandchildren and other people’s 
children and their grandchildren. 

I would not choose helpings of sick-
ness or war. I never hunger for pain 
and hurt. Division and confusion 
do not satisfy my cravings. Howev-
er, an extra portion of God’s pres-
ence and abiding peace is always 
available at my table. 

We live in an ever-changing and 

fallen world. There are no guaran-
tees beyond the truth of the gospel. 

No matter what we find on our 
plates of “life” this year,  we can 
feast on the truth that God loves 
us. He promises to never leave us 
or forsake us: “For I know the plans 
I have for you, declares the Lord, 
‘Plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope 
and a future.’” Jeremiah 29:11.

Blessings,
Beth

Embrace the new year and feast on God’s truth  



JANUARY 2
Jude Emert
Meg Lewis
Mike Morgan

JANUARY 3
Joyce Fincannon
Tom Lewis
Allison McElveen

JANUARY 4
Joe Carter
Larry Grubb
Ravyn Miles

JANUARY 5
Grady Moore
Mike Watts

JANUARY 6
Beah Carter
Grace Singletary
Samuel Jennings Stokes

JANUARY 7
Bryce Christian

JANUARY 8
Bryan Spearman

JANUARY 9
Russell James
Lylli Player
Rhett Spencer

JANUARY 11
Joe Eason

JANUARY 12
Brown Johnson
Katon Sanderson
Murray Sanderson
Hanna Shin
Ginger Sullivan
Donnie Wheeler

JANUARY 13
David Crockett
Jordan Page

JANUARY 15
Dewitt Fincannon
Stephanie Rawlinson

JANUARY 16
Joe McLean

JANUARY 17
Butch Carroll
Hannah Lane
Jayce Newton
Rachel Odom
Ansley Kate Ramirez

JANUARY 18
Josh Osterhout
Whitney Suggs
Zack Turner

JANUARY 19
Caitlin Bray
Scott Collins
Gracelyn Elmendorf
Stephen Handley
Dorothy Harris

JANUARY 20
Emily Carter
Susie Miles
Lucy Moore

JANUARY 22
Leigh Copeland
Dottie Handley

JANUARY 23
Ron Echols
Kathy Hayes
Mills Nunn
Jay Pearson
Munford Scott
Ed Turner

JANUARY 24
Jack Cagle
Chuck Dennis
Tommy Walker
Richie Wilhoit

JANUARY 25
Brad Campbell
Judy Fuller
Jess Nance

JANUARY 26
Nancy Bostian
Chris Handley
Jake Lewis
Karen McBride
Jim Sanyi

JANUARY 27
Claire Goodstein
Linda Lawson
Joe McLean

JANUARY 28
Christa Godwin

JANUARY 29
Weaver Whitehead

JANUARY 30
Sims Bratton
Letty Hall
Lori Stokes

JANUARY 31
Houlton Losah
Alva Whitehead
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1       New Year’s Day
Church office closed

THURSDAY, JANUARY 2
 10:15 AM Women’s Bible Study: Women’s Only Class
 10:30 AM Prayer Group: Parlor
 5:30 PM Basketball Practice (10U Boys): CLC

FRIDAY, JANUARY 3 
 5:30 PM Girl Scout Cookie Rally

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5
 9:00 AM Contemporary Worship Service
 10:00 AM Sunday School
 11:00 AM Traditional Worship Service
 12:15 PM First Connections Luncheon: Fellowship Hall
 4:30  PM Volleyball
 5:30 PM Embracing God’s Word: JFH
 5:30 PM Youth Fellowship
 6:00 PM Basketball Practice (Girls): CLC

MONDAY, JANUARY 6
 4:30 PM Children’s Ministry Search Committee 
 5:15 PM Stretch Your Faith: JFH
 5:30 PM Basketball Practice (U12 Boys): CLC
 7:00 PM Boy Scouts: Scout Room

TUESDAY, JANUARY 7
 7:00 AM Men’s Breakfast: JFH 
 9:30 AM WiM Coordinating Team Meeting
 11:00 AM WiM Bible Moderators: Pilgrim Room
 12:00 PM Keenagers: JFH
 1:30 PM Ladies’ Ensemble Rehearsal: Choir Room
 3:45 PM East Florence Mission (Youth)
 5:15 PM Basketball Practice (8U Boys): CLC
 6:30 PM Basketball Practice (14U Boys): CLC
 6:30 PM Girl Scouts: Scout Room

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8
 5:00 PM Chancel Handbell Choir Rehearsal
 5:45 PM Family Night Dinner: JFH
 6:30 PM Wednesday Night Programs
 6:30 PM WiM Women of Valor
 6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
 7:30 PM Basketball Practice (17U Boys): CLC
 7:30 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAY, JANUARY 9
 7:15 AM Men’s Breakfast: Presbyterian Community
 10:15 AM Women’s Bible Study: Women’s Only Class
 10:30 AM Prayer Group: Parlor
 5:30 PM Basketball Practice (10U Boys): CLC

SATURDAY, JANUARY 11
 6:00 AM Parking Lot Mission: HopeHealth Parking Lot
 9:00 AM WiM Bread & Fish: Call Peggy Swearingen

SUNDAY, JANUARY 12 
 9:00 AM Contemporary Worship Service
 10:00 AM Sunday School
 11:00 AM Traditional Worship Service
 12:15 PM First Connections Luncheon: JFH
 4:30  PM Volleyball
 5:30 PM Embracing God’s Word: JFH
 5:30 PM Youth Fellowship
 6:00 PM Basketball Practice (Girls): CLC

MONDAY, JANUARY 13
 10:30 AM WiM Morning Mercies: Pilgrim Classroom
 5:15 PM Stretch Your Faith: JFH
 5:30 PM Basketball Practice (U12 Boys): CLC
 6:30 PM Women of Grace: 3002 Japonica Lane
 7:00 PM Boy Scouts: Scout Room

TUESDAY, JANUARY 14
 7:00 AM Men’s Breakfast: Jenkins Fellowship Hall 
 10:00 AM WiM Posies & Petals: Lawson-Rain
 10:00 AM WiM Joyful Hearts: Room 100
 10:00 AM SonFlowers: Presbyterian Community
 12:00 PM JFW Bible Study: CLC
 12:00 PM WiM Soul Sisters: Price Class
 1:30 PM Ladies’ Ensemble Rehearsal: Choir Room
 3:00 PM WiM Serenity: Lawson-Rain
 5:00 PM Women’s Prayer Group – Hucks
 5:15 PM Basketball Practice (8U Boys): CLC
 6:30 PM Basketball Practice (14U Boys): CLC
 6:30 PM Girl Scouts: Scout Room
 6:30 PM Session: Off campus
 6:30 PM WiM Prayer Warriors: Lawson-Rain
 7:00 PM Men’s Choral Society Rehearsal

January
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15
 5:00 PM Chancel Handbell Choir Rehearsal
 5:45 PM Family Night Dinner: JFH
 6:30 PM Wednesday Night Programs
 6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
 7:30 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAY, JANUARY 16
 7:15 AM Men’s Breakfast: Presbyterian Community
 10:15 AM Women’s Bible Study
 10:30 AM Prayer Group: Parlor
 5:30 PM Basketball Practice (10U Boys)

SATURDAY, JANUARY 18   
 10:00 AM Aglow International

SUNDAY, JANUARY 19
 9:00 AM Contemporary Worship Service
 10:00 AM Confirmand and Mentor Breakfast: JFH
 10:00 AM Sunday School
 11:00 AM Traditional Worship Service
 4:30  PM Volleyball
 5:30 PM Embracing God’s Word: JFH
 6:00 PM Basketball Practice (Girls): CLC

MONDAY, JANUARY 20    Martin Luther King Jr. Day
CDC and Church Office Closed
 5:15 PM Stretch Your Faith
 5:30 PM Basketball Practice (U12 Boys)
 7:00 PM Boy Scouts: Scout Room

TUESDAY, JANUARY 21
 7:00 AM Men’s Breakfast: JFH 
 1:30 PM Ladies’ Ensemble Rehearsal
 3:45 PM East Florence Mission (Youth)
 5:00 PM Women’s Prayer Group (Hucks)
 5:15 PM Basketball Practice (8U Boys): CLC
 6:30 PM Basketball Practice (14U Boys)
 6:30 PM Board of Deacons: Pilgrim
 6:30 PM Girl Scouts: Scout Room
 7:30 PM Florence Men’s Choral Society Rehearsal

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22
  5:00 PM  Chancel Handbell Choir Rehearsal
 6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
 7:30 PM Basketball Practice (17U Boys)
 7:30 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAY, JANUARY 23
 7:15 AM Men’s Breakfast: Presbyterian Community
 5:30 PM Basketball Practice (10U Boys): CLC
 6:30 PM Family Promise Committee: JFH

SATURDAY, JANUARY 25
 10:00 AM WiM Mid-Winter Gathering: JFH and CLC

SUNDAY, JANUARY 26
 9:00 AM Contemporary Worship Service
 10:00 AM Sunday School
 11:00 AM Traditional Worship Service
 4:30  PM Volleyball
 5:30 PM Embracing God’s Word: JFH
 5:30 PM Youth Fellowship
 6:00 PM Basketball Practice (Girls): CLC

MONDAY, JANUARY 27
 7:00 PM Boy Scouts: Scout Room

TUESDAY, JANUARY 28
 7:00 AM Men’s Breakfast: JFH 
 1:30 PM Ladies’ Ensemble Rehearsal: Choir Room
 5:00 PM Women’s Prayer Group (Hucks): Parlor
 6:30 PM Session
 7:30 PM Florence Men’s Choral Society Rehearsal

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29
  5:00 PM  Chancel Handbell Choir Rehearsal
 6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
 7:30 PM Basketball Practice (17U Boys): CLC
 7:30 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal

January



Remember in Prayer Sick & Recovering
Berta Allen
Cary Andrews
Jonathan Bankhead
Madeline Brice
Jack Cagle 
Chuck Dennis 
Theresa Echols
Kit Fulmer
Tom Gasque
Jimmy Green
Rainey Josey
Tom Kellam
Jim Moore
Glenn Odom
Ginger Owen 
Mike Page
Beth Player
Bill Refvem 
Peggy Corbin Scheu
Rhett Spencer

Sympathy
Family of George Oliver

Elders
Janet Brand
Richie Wilhoit
 
Deacons
Butch Carroll
Karen Jordan

Mission
Mercy Medicine
Actionnel Fleurisma

Women in Ministry
Kathryn Hopkins
Emily Hodges

Sunday School Teachers
Maymie Lou Spearman
Ryon Watkins

Staff
Ron Echols
Sidney Ruff

Households
Barbara Maffett
Verida Marchette
Jane Matthews
Glenn and Rachel Odom
Melanie and Jerry Neal
Cheryl and Michael Pullmann
Barb and Gerry Rosenlund
Yong and Sue Shin, Hanna

Extended Care
Heritage at Lowman
Mac King
 
Heritage
George Richardson

Home
Adele Kassab

Methodist Manor
Madeline Brice
Joyce Floyd
Marie Jordan

Presbyterian Community
Hannah Barringer
Ann Cash
Aaron Leland
Tom and Clariann Kellam
Macy Turner

Lord, Hear 
Our Prayer

Memorials
Thom Anderson
Felicia Gold Gressette
Wessie & Lyde Hicks
Robert M. Olsen, Jr.
John & Evelyn Rhem

Honorarium
Carol & Dave Banner
Ginger Owens

12 prayer concerns



One of FPC’s ministry outreaches is in Haiti with 
Organization of the Christian Force of Bayonnais. Its 
ministry’s goal is to preach the gospel spiritually and 
socially, and to provide food, education and proper 
medical care to one of the poorest areas of Haiti. 

“Thank you so very much for continuing prayers for 
Haiti, Bayonnais, and my family,” OCFB senior pas-
tor Actionnel Fleurisma wrote. “We surely need the 
support.”

Prayer requests from Actionnel include:
1. I am asking you to lift up my wife, Yolande, to the 
Lord, who has been diagnosed with typhoid.

2. Please lift up our four biological kids to the Lord as 
they persue their studies in the USA. Pray so that we, 
as parents, could provide for them.

3. Please pray for 2,500 kids in the school here so that 
they can become examples and leaders in this nation. 
Pray for us to provide physical food to them, as well.

4. Please pray for Haiti, which has been locked down 
for 14 weeks now. No schools in cities, no electricity, 
no food for people, fuel has been extremely scarce, and 
famine and starvation have been much stronger than 
ever in almost every family. 

5. Please pray for me as I have been asking God to help 

me see him and experience him as I have never before. 
6. Pray for a fuel Tank, reservoir of 5,000 gallons for 
diesel, that we have envisioned to build here in order 
to make sure that we keep the ministry going even 
during times of shortage of fuel in the country, which 
has become common for 16 months. 

Thank you so much and let’s stand together!
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Mercy Medicine Free Clinic

Actionnel Fleurisma 

God’s Work Around the World

God’s Work in our Community

One of FPC's local outreaches is Mercy Medicine Free 
Clinic, a 501(c)(3) non-profit free medical clinic in Flor-
ence that serves low-income and uninsured residents 
of Florence and Williamsburg counties. Its goal is to 
maintain a free medical clinic founded on the Christian 
principles of love, faith, and compassion. 
As a non-profit, it is proud that 97.7 percent of its fund-
ing goes directly to patient care.
Mercy Medicine’s mission is to “provide a free medical 

home for low-income, uninsured adults from Florence 
and Williamsburg counties.”
Its goal is to “provide holistic, quality, free healthcare 
with Judeo-Christian values of love, faith, compassion 
and integrity; providing the indigent with chronic dis-
ease management, life-sustaining medication, short-
term acute illness (non-life-threatening) and dental 
pain/infection treatments.”
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Scouts start year with merit badge camp
Our Boy Scouts start the new year off at Camp Coker 
Scout camp for a winter break merit badge camp. 
Over Martin Luther King Jr. weekend they will travel 
to Florida to camp at Disney’s Fort Wilderness Camp-
ground, visit a Disney park and then swim with the 
manatee at Crystal River before heading home.
Preparations for next summer’s Hunter Morgan-led 
trip backpacking in the Sierras continues.   

Christmas Eve Benevolence Offering
We had two wonderful Christmas Eve worship ser-
vices. At each service worshippers were given an 
opportunity to contribute to our Christmas Eve Be-
nevolence Offering. Thanks to the generosity of FPC 
covenant partners and guests we collected $13,687.00. 
One hundred percent of the funds collected are used 
to assist people who come to us seeking help meeting 
the basic needs of life. Thank you for your generosity.

Keenagers to host history professor
Keenagers will meet at noon Tuesday, January 7, in 
Jenkins Fellowship Hall. Come start the new year 
with a history lesson from Francis Marion University 
professor Dr. Carlanna Hendrick, a delicious meal and 
sweet fellowship.
Following Keenagers, stick around to play Dominoes.
You don’t have to know how to play; we’d love to teach 
and increase our numbers. The group plays about 10 
hands. In December, Janie Ray won 2 games, Dan 
Hicks won 2, Barbara Covington won 3, Amy Wood 
won 2, and Betty Lee Gandy won 6.

First Connections meetings to be held
Those who want to know more about life with Jesus 
Christ and the ministries of First Presbyterian Church 
are invited to meet after the 11 a.m. worship January 
5 and 12 for a luncheon in the Jenkins Fellowship 
Hall. These two meetings are an important step to 
becoming a Covenant Partner (member). Please RSVP 
to Teresa Stewart, tstewart@florencefirst.org or 843-
662-2583. If you have childcare needs, please include 
children’s ages in your RSVP. 

Coming in January — a special beginning 
 

Mentors, confirmands and parents, please make plans 
to attend The Confirmand/Mentor breakfast that will 
be held at 10 a.m. Sunday, January 19, in the Jenkins 
Fellowship Hall during the Sunday School hour. 
More information to follow.  

Embracing God’s Word Bible Study resumes
We’re called the “selfie-generation!” Never in the 
history of our country have we as a people been more 
self-focused. Is this a characteristic of Jesus? No! As 
His followers, we are to emulate His character of 
humility. This spring in EGW we will study 1 Samuel, 
the follow-up to our time in Joshua/Judges. We will 
explore the pride and humility of these main charac-
ters: Eli (and his sons), Saul and David, and where it 
took them. Please join us for this 10-week study. 
We will begin on Sunday, January 5, and run through 
with the exception of Sunday, February 2 (Super Bowl 
Sunday). The time will be 5:30-7 p.m. at First Presby-
terian Church. The format will be as usual: homework, 
group, teaching. YOU are invited to come! We want 
you to be there. We just ask that you make it a priority 
not to miss. The investment into God’s Word will be 
the greatest investment you make this year! For more 
information, contact Elder Janet Brand at janet81661@
aol.com.
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Living Nativity

The Children’s Ministry presented the Living Nativity two nights in December. Hundreds came out to cele-
brate the birth of  Jesus. 
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Christmas Caroling

Members of  the church filled the air with Christmas 
spirit as they visited eleven homes to sing carols to  
Covenant Partners. The groups started the evening with 
dinner in the fellowship hall.



MATCHING FUNDS

A donor is matching funds 
up to $20,000. To make a 
donation, please make it out 
to First Presbyterian Church 
Missions with Poetice Pa-
vilion matching funds in the 
memo line.
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Poetice International donor matching funds
Poetice International

In 2012, God gave us a glimpse of 
a future He envisioned for Poetice 
International. That year, in six short 
weeks, God miraculously provided 
through His people over $600,000 
which allowed us to acquire 13.5 
beautiful acres of land in Choma, 
Zambia. This property was already 
equipped with a number of build-
ings on-site, enabling us to quick-
ly start serving the surrounding 
communities. Over the years, our 
mission base has been a gathering 
place for thousands of people, and 
these facilities have played a pivotal 
role in facilitating restoration and 
transformation in the lives of the 
lost and the least.

While our commitment to the 
surrounding compounds has never 
been stronger, over time, our mis-
sion base has become something 
so much more. It has grown into a 
training ground for the nations. A 
communal place where leaders, pas-
tors and individuals from all over 
the world have gathered to worship, 
listen, learn and discern God’s call-
ing on their lives. It’s been a deep 
well of transformation for many 
and has matured into a launching 
site to reach the nations.

For our next season, we sense a 
need for additional facilities on 
our mission base and many other 
infrastructural needs to accommo-
date growth and enrich our capacity 
to empower the Church to fight for 
justice. As we faithfully pursue the 
path set before us, we’re listening 
to the Spirit’s guiding voice as it is a 

lamp unto our feet and a light unto 
our path. We’re discerning how to 
steward the resources given to us, 
and we are believing in faith for the 
tools and resources still needed.

One immediate need is for an out-
door multi-purpose pavilion. Every 
week we lead hundreds of children 
in discipleship trainings and games. 
We’ve quickly outgrown our in-
door facilities to host this weekly 

gathering and moving the children 
outside currently isn’t an option. 
With a simple open-air design, this 
proposed outdoor pavilion would 
also allow us to host concerts, 
community gatherings, and other 
trainings more than doubling our 
capacity indoors.

To further help facilitate times of 
worship, trainings and conferences 
outdoors, we need a sound system 
that will work well in an outdoor 
environment.

We have a donor that is donating 
a matching gift of up to $20,000 
toward the pavilion. If you would 
like to make a donation, please 
make it out to First Presbyterian 
Church Missions with the memo 
line matching funds POETICE 
Pavillion. 



18 parenting

Associate Pastor’s note: This column 
addresses the challenges Christian 
parents face. Brock Page and I (Chris 
Handley) will share the responsibility 
of giving parents a nugget to help and 
challenge. 

By Chris Handley
Associate Pastor

Encouraging our children to mature 
and grow spiritually is a challenge.  
But it is something that Christian 
parents need to take seriously. One 
of the best tools for learning faith 
and developing mature believers 
is to encourage reading and even 
memorization. (I wish I had begun 
memorizing scripture much earlier. 
Psalm 1 has become my inspira-
tion.) When I was in college, I began 
to read Christian books, and they 
quickly became my greatest source 
for Christian growth.  

Recently, I heard an avid reader 
Bob Adams of Auxano (who reads 
five books a week) talk about all the 
benefits of reading. One statistic 
that I heard during this lecture was: 

“A study of kindergarten to 12th 
grade found that six minutes of 
reading per day can turn a strug-
gling reader into one who meets or 
surpasses their grades benchmark.”  
Six minutes a day! That’s all!  (One 
other sad statistic that comes out of 
these studies is people watch televi-
sion 10 times more than read.)

Now if you want to get good Gos-
pel-centered thoughts into your 
child’s head and heart, use the 
“Six-Minute Challenge!” You would 
get two birds with one stone! One: 
They would be much stronger 
intellectually; and two: Their think-
ing about faith and Christ would be 
much more robust!  

I was so excited over break about 
my youngest son, 25-year-old Da-
vid, going to the library over Christ-
mas and checking out C. S. Lewis’ 

Out of the Silent Planet. It is fiction, 
but it is full of theology.  Lewis is 
sneaky that way!  

That gave me an idea — I want to 
challenge our children and youth.  
I want to issue a Six-Minute Chal-
lenge to our children, where they 
seek to read all seven books of the 
Chronicles of Narnia. If your child 
would take up that challenge, we 
want to know so that we can en-
courage them. I will set an arbitrary 
goal for you to finish the first book 
before Valentine’s Day! If a child 
finishes that book, we will have a 
celebration and will try to have a 
book club moment to discuss the 
book.  

The first book to read of the Chron-
icles is The Lion the Witch and the 
Wardrobe.  Let us know whether 
your child has taken the challenge! 
And certainly read with them! It 
will be an encouragement for you, 
as well.

— Contact Chris Handley at  
chandley@florencefirst.org. 

Start the new year with our Six-Minute Challenge

Six-Minute Challenge
Join our New Year’s Resolution Challenge! 

C. S. Lewis says, “You are never too old 
to set another goal or to dream a new 
dream.” I agree! So as we enter a new year 
and a new decade, let’s read together as 
a church family  — The Jesus Storybook 
Bible: Every Story Whispers His Name and 

The Chronicles of Narnia by C.S. Lewis 
in 2020! Reading together, as a family in 
2020... 

Wishing us all a Happy New Year!

— Elder Susan Snow, Discipleship Unit/
Children’s Ministry 



youth ministry           19

Youth Schedule
• Sunday School: Jan. 5, 12, 19, 26 / 10-10:50 a.m. / Light breakfast, Fellowship, Lesson
• Small group:  Jan. 12, 26 / 5:30-7 p.m. / Dinner, Lesson
• MOVE:  Jan. 5, 19 / 5:30-7 p.m. / Dinner, Lesson, Fellowship
• 412 on Wednesdays: Jan. 8, 15, 22, 29 / 6:30-7:30 p.m. / Bible study and prayer
• East Florence Mission:  Jan. 7, 14, 21 / 3:45-4:45 p.m.

Interchurch Youth Fellowship Night
• On Sunday, January 5, we will join with several other youth groups for a night of food, fun, fellowship, and 

Bible study.  We will meet at 4:30 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church. Please try to join us.

Ski Trip 2020
• On Feb. 14-17, we will travel to Winterplace, W.Va., for our annual youth ski trip.  We will leave Friday af-

ternoon and return Monday night. The cost will be about $250. Please let me know if this is something your 
student would like to attend so I can make arrangements for transportation. More fine-tuned details to come.  

The Speed of Now, an excerpt from Axis (a Christian ministry that provides resources and materi-
als for the goal of building lifelong faith in today’s youth):

 Keeping up with the world our kids inhabit has never been harder or more daunting. Back in the “good ol’ 
days,” things didn’t change at the speed of light, nor were trends and happenings accessible the instant they oc-
curred. “Bingeing” wasn’t a thing, and billions of terabytes of information and images weren’t at the tips of our 
fingers. 
But all that’s changed now, and often our kids know about what’s going on in the world hours, days, weeks, 
even months before we do. Even if we’ve kept up with technological advancements, it’s impossible to know ev-
erything our kids do or are exposed to. And not knowing what they’re going through or dealing with makes it 
very hard to guide them through those things. But if you’ve read anything we’ve written before, then you know 
we at Axis don’t advocate sheltering your kids by banning anything and everything that might be questionable. 
Instead of being our children’s consciences for them, we want to train their consciences to think deeply about 
the world around them. Instead of allowing them to piggyback off our faith, we want to help them own their 
faith for themselves. By doing so, we will better prepare them to be responsible, kind, God-honoring adults 
who purposefully and happily devote their lives to doing God’s will.

 And we do all that through a process we call Culture Translation. It’s biblically based, centered around conver-
sation, and can be used not only by parents, but also by grandparents, teachers, pastors, youth volunteers, ad-
ministrators — anyone who has influence in teenagers’ lives. This Guide aims to teach you that process so that 
you can implement it with your teens and pre-teens. We want to give you our “secret sauce” because we believe 
so strongly in it and the difference it can make.

Youth Ministry News
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Covenant Partner 
Magnetic Name Badges 

$7.00 Each 
 

Do you have trouble remembering names? Do you want new 
members in our church to adjust easily by knowing who you 
are?  Wear it to church, church functions, meetings, etc. 

and greet your church family with confidence. 
 

————————————————————————————- 
Order Form  

Please return this form to the Church office with 
your check made payable to First Presbyterian 

 

_______________________________________________ 
Name (exactly the way it should appear on your badge) 
Please use reverse for more than one name. 
Number of badges_____________________________ 

Amount enclosed______________________________ 

$7.00 Each 
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Covenant Partner Magnetic Name Badges

Consider getting a name badge to be 
easily recognized and remembered. 
It’s a useful tool to facilitate  
conversation. 
The name badge form is also available 
in the Welcome Center or online in 
Realm.
A badge costs $7.

Order Form
Please return this form to the Church Office with your 
check made payable to First Presbyterian.

Name (exactly the way it should appear on your badge)
__________________________________________
Please use another form for more than one name.
Number of badges: ______________
Amount enclosed: _______________


