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from the senior pastor / head of staff

The Lump
Dear Church Family,
With today’s virus, we have moments wondering what
is going on, feeling like we are spinning in circles.
Things that should be simple, like planning, take so
much longer to do (if it is possible to do it at all). We
wonder when our routine might change even in regard to simple routines like Sunday mornings (assume
the current schedule will continue until we announce
otherwise).

ily your age, or a fun mix of different ages – and above
all don’t forget those who are single! To be sure, for a
few of us the circumstances make this very difficult
– but most of us could do it. It could be a unique and
meaningful time of deep joy. Pick up the phone and
call someone. What is stopping you?

For another example, I also believe regular scheduled
meetings via skype or the phone or perhaps even faceto-face over breakfast would changes lives. Imagine 3
people committing to a conversation every two weeks.
So while it may feel like we are fruitlessly spinning in
Many people are hungry to have someone older who
circles from time to time, I believe the reality is far
different: We are a lump of wet clay. We are being spun is present, cares, and has more life experience to help
them navigate their own journeys. This type of menaround and around not in meaningless circles, but on
the Lord’s wheel as He is molding and shaping us. (See toring, discipling relationship could bring powerful
Jeremiah 18:1-6.) Being on the wheel is a curious place change. The best way to begin is to ask the Lord to put a
to be: in one sense clay stays in one spot on the Potter’s couple people on your heart (who may or not be either
Christians or Presbyterians). Note that this will take you
Wheel. It does not move; it is firmly planted in the
center of the wheel. And, at the same time, it is not the out of your comfort zone, but you have permission to
pick up the phone and take a chance anyway.
least bit static: it is continuously being shaped and reshaped even though it does not know what precisely it One day we will look back on this season and it will be
is being shaped into. Only the Potter knows. He is very profound. Will we view this time as wasted? Or will we
intentional. We only know that it will be beautiful; it
see that the circle we are spinning in is actually the Potwill serve a purpose; and it will take time to see where ter’s Wheel? And that we spent our time truly seeking
this is going.
what He is shaping. That we made special, deep lasting
***
connections with others. That our priorities for living
With the virus, we have a unique opportunity and we
have clarified and shifted. Maybe you now acknowldo not know when it will slip by, and we may never
edge that you have a deep hunger to learn more about
have it again.
the Lord and want something more intensive than Sunday School. This could take so many forms; let’s figure
FPC was a leader in the formation of ECO from the
it out together. What is stopping you? Good hungers
very beginning. One of the hallmarks of ECO is to
“normalize risk-taking.” I continue to believe that this come from God.
season affords a precious opportunity to live creatively
– and to take initiative. For example, have you seriously
considered forming a “worship bubble” in which you
gather with just a few others on Sunday mornings for
worship, food and fellowship? It could be another fam-

“Spinning in meaningless circles” or “being profoundly
re-formed?” That is where we are today. Which one
do you want?
On the Potter’s Wheel with you,
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Behind-the-scenes look at the
Musical Meditation video shoot. Since
the pandemic changed our worship
routine Susan Snow and Ann Rodgers
Chandler have created a moment for
musical meditation so we could be
connected through music.
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A Thought or Two Challenging You Toward Discipleship

Discover your purpose
Recently, I was in a mixed-race
Helping Florence Flourish meeting discussing issues related to the
current cultural climate we are in.
Yes, COVID-19 has been with us in
recent months, but Racism has been
part of our experience for the entirety of this country’s existence. I have
learned a great deal from my black
friends about how they perceive life
here in Florence. Here is a quote
from one of those in the meeting:

Your life was meant to fill you with purpose, energize
you with focus, and empower you with clarity.
editorial was printed in The Community Times for the June 11-17,
2020, edition (named “Local Resident Speaks Up on Race Relations
and a Better Community for Our
Children”).

Often depending on your race you
use either one or the other word to
describe the unfortunate turn of
events.
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Arrabon means “a foretaste of what
is to come.” Arrabon’s organization
believes the Church should be a
The entirety of her article has strong foretaste of a reconciled heaven to
To whom it may concern,
language that conveys the deep pain our divided world.
I am so sick and tired of being sick
she has personally experienced beand tired of the racist injustices
cause of racism. What I am still get- Younique course offering
going on day after day; week after
ting my head around is the strong
Secondly, I would like to offer this
week; month after month; and year emotion that our black friends feel. fall to any who would like to walk
after year. It is so sad that people
We have much to learn.
with me through a 12-session
believe it is okay to murder or incourse called Younique. Paul tells
jure a person because of the color of HFF Racial Bridging team’s conus that God dreamed you up to be
their skin. This has been going on in versation was part of preparation
who you are and do the things that
the United States of America since
to launch a study they will host in
He created you to do. (Ephesians
the days of slavery; for centuries of
September. Dana Allin, our denom- 2:10) The Younique team challengtime; during Jim Crow, Civil Rights, inational executive, in the aftermath es by saying, “What if there is a life
Voting Rights, and has continued
of the George Floyd “murder/inyou were created for — a life that
over the past few decades with these cident”1 introduced ECO to David
matters — but you have yet to dissenseless crimes. … The marches
Bailey and the ministry he leads in cover it? Nobody thinks they need
today have been extremely loud and Richmond Virginia called Arrabon2 a life plan until you have one. And
powerful. The ugliness of racism
David Bailey has co-written a study then you wonder how you lived
and discrimination continues to
that HFF RB plans to host. They
without it. Your life was meant to
soar. I know as a Black woman;
will host the six-week study on
fill you with purpose, energize you
I have experienced racial injusZoom. It is called Race Class and
with focus, and empower you with
tices and disparities as well. I have
The Kingdom of God. The intent
clarity.” I would enjoy the journey
encountered them in my personal
of the study is to not only receive
with you to discover what God has
life, healthcare, and employment
biblical teaching that will challenge made you to do.” I am excited to
opportunities and advancement (all us toward reconciled living but also help you find your sweet spot! Let
within the past 30 years). It is time
give us flesh and blood opportunity me know if you are interested. For
to stop this cycle of racism. We need to build relationships with someone more information, visit https://
to recognize it for what it is.
of a different race. Please let me
lifeyounique.com/
know if you would be interested in In both these opportunities be chalThis is written by a sweet lady
participating. Final details are still
lenged to discipleship to Jesus!
named Natalie Selena Bee (probably being made but the study will hap65 years old) and the entirety of her pen on a weekday evening.
1

4

Toward a Healthier Church: from the church administrator

Columbarium Garden taking shape
Columbarium and
Memory Garden Update
Things are really starting to take
shape with the Columbarium and
Memory Garden. The foundation
is in place, the concrete and brick
work are nearing completion. The
irrigation system will be going in
soon followed by the landscaping.
This is all part of the plan to transform an outdated parking area to a
beautiful landscaped area featuring
sidewalks and gathering spaces that
will eventually serve as a backdrop to our columbarium. Thank
you for your patience as the work
continues. During this time, we ask
that you exercise extreme caution
in and around the construction
area. Please observe all barriers
and caution signs in and around
the area. Many of you have asked
about a completion date. We had
originally hoped that work would
be completed this Spring. That was
before COVID-19. The company
that is building the columbarium is
based in Canada. Our Columbarium committee is receiving monthly
updates from the company. The
latest is that our columbarium is
in production. However, there are
several COVID-19-related logistical issues regarding shipping and
installation that the company is
currently working to resolve. For
that reason, they are unable to give
us an exact date. We will continue
to provide updates as additional
information is available. In the
meantime, if you are interested in
reserving a niche, please contact
George Beshere, Glenn Bell or me.
We’ll be glad to assist you with the
necessary arrangements.

A crew spreads
concrete for the
Columbarium
and Memory
Garden.

COVID-19 Financial Update

condition of the church remains
I recently read an article about how sound despite the economic impact
people are coping with the changes of COVID-19. In fact, our giving is
slightly ahead of this time last year.
that have occurred as a result of
The elders, deacons and the church
the COVID-19 pandemic. One of
staff are looking forward and are
the contributors is a psychiatrist
beginning to plan for a time that
and counselor who said that many
people have been in “survival mode” things will return to “normal.” As
we continue to move through this
for the past 3-4 months. They are
time of being the “church scattered”
adopting an attitude that says: “we
and as we look to the future, I want
can endure anything for a short
period of time.” The article said that to encourage all covenant partners
to continue to give as you have
people are motivated by the hope
these past months.
that change/relief is coming soon.
The article goes on to say that people are beginning to “lose the excite- Offering Envelopes
ment” of living in survival mode.
All covenant partners receive
The way we “do church” has
offering envelopes in their homes
changed dramatically due to the
through the mail on a monthly
pandemic. We have had to get crebasis. A growing number of our
ative with worship, Sunday School
covenant partners are choosing to
and the other things we “normally” take advantage of online giving to
do. So, you could say that we’ve
make their contributions to supbeen in “survival mode” of sorts.
port our church. Additionally, we
That survival mode has not been
have noticed a trend where many
characterized by “hunkering down” people make their contributions on
but rather by looking for innovative a monthly basis. We will continue
ways to continue to be the body
to provide envelopes to those who
of Christ in Florence and globally.
wish to receive them. However, if
Hopefully, we are not “losing the
you no longer wish to receive the
excitement” but are inspired and
envelopes by mail, please contact
encouraged by our faith and trust in Gwen DuRant by phone or email
God to continue to do what we have her at gdurant@florencefirst.org to
been called to do. Thanks to the
have your name removed from the
continued generosity of our coveenvelope service mailing list.
nant partners the current financial

from the congregational care assistant

God says yes to humanity in Jesus
In my ordination and installation service 40 years ago,
a seasoned pastor charged me to love the congregation to which I was called. Using John 21 he placed
me in the stead of Peter and as the voice of Jesus he
challenged me to love the lambs of God. I confess that
I have not loved perfectly, but I have never forgot my
duty and obligation to love each person I meet. If the
pastor is called to love, then so are all those who respond to the call of Jesus to be pastors to one another.
The idea in 1 Peter 2 of the church being a priesthood
of all believers.
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REV. MIKE
FLEENOR’S BLOG
https://onepastorsponderings.
wordpress.com/

“Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God (2 Corinthians 1:20).” The proof of Christ’s acceptance and
yes is the faithfulness of God. Paul has by-passed the
normal way of settling misunderstandings. He does not
Paul’s letters to Corinth and other churches are the
letters of a pastor to the church. Paul writes the letters apologize but claims the promise of God for the Corinto the Corinthian church because he loves them. “For I thians. Always God seeks to answer Yes to Christians.
wrote you out of great distress and anguish of heart and Paul does not speak out of defensiveness but reminds
with many tears, not to grieve you but to let you know the Corinthian church that the “yes” of God’s love overcomes the differences between them.
the depth of my love for you (2 Corinthians 2:4).”
An important truth of living in Christ is expressed in I
Corinthians 1:21-22: “Now it is God who makes both
us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, set
his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our
hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.” Paul
“I wanted to visit you on my way to Macedonia and to changed his travel plans because God in the Holy Spirit
told him what to do. Followers of Jesus listen to the
come back to you from Macedonia, and then to have
Spirit and live by the Spirit’s direction. We are living in
you send me on my way to Judea. Was I fickle when I
intended to do this? Or do I make my plans in a world- troublesome times. As we follow Christ, we need and
must follow the command to love one another and to
ly manner so that in the same breath I say both “Yes,
yes” and “No, no”? But as surely as God is faithful, our forgive. We seek to understand one another out of love.
We are separated by the pandemic. Our love for one
message to you is not “Yes” and “No” (1 Corinthians
1:16-18).” Paul moves from these questions to indicate another is expressed in different ways, not by handthe Gospel and Jesus are always a Yes to caring for the shakes and hugs, but by distancing and wearing facial
coverings. May God grant us wisdom to navigate these
concerns of the Church.
days.
“For no matter how many promises God has made,
Mike Fleenor
they are “Yes” in Christ. And so through him the
The Corinthians have accused Paul of being insincere,
which caused him to change his travel plans. He responds by saying he has obeyed the Holy Spirit as the
Spirit changed his plans.

Flowers in the Sanctuary
Do you have a friend or relative you would like to honor? Sign up to place
flowers in the Sanctuary. Contact Genia Tyson (genia_tyson@hotmail.com or
843-665-0295) or Melba Whitesides (843-669-8209).
A spreadsheet found at www.florencefirst.org/flowers-in-the-sanctuary — also
has been set up for signing up and so dates available can easily be seen.
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child development center

Fruitful Summer

From riding trikes in the gym to growing watermelons in the garden, the
CDC children are enjoying summertime at the center.

birthdays

AuGuST 1
Ella Naylor

AuGuST 3

Caden Bulliner
Rhett Spencer
Wallace Vaught
Kathy Grace
Michael Frost

AuGuST 4

Bob O’Harra
Jane Ames
Casey Coker

AuGuST 5

Rob Hall
Stephanie Hutchinson
Joseph Koenig
Amelia Page

AuGuST 6
Jake McKay
Jerry Neal

AuGuST 7

Tabatha Davis

AuGuST 8

Brittany Reames
Peggy Swearingen
Rufus Bratton
Sandra Anderson

AuGuST 9

Chris Canfield
Mary Caroline Vaught
Lena Foxworth
Donna Crockett
Jackson Mozingo

AuGuST 10

Caulder Christian
Lincoln Emert

AuGuST 11

AuGuST 17

Henry Johnson
Frank Lee
Jay Reece
Emmett Straus
Brian Wallace

Chris Johnson
Mary Everette Matthews
AuGuST 18
Amy Williams
Stuart Snow
AuGuST 12
Evans Holland
Carol Crom
AuGuST 19
Amy Lynch
Carson Munn
Marshall Campbell
Donna Green
AuGuST 20
Scott Ham
Phil Moore
AuGuST 13
Charissa Canfield
Andrew Halus
Fred Kunz
Sherrill Fussell
Moses King
Jeff Singletary
AuGuST 14
Betsy Johnson
Jim Moore
Dan Hicks
Anna Parsons Fast
AuGuST 21
Taylor Knudsen
Gregg Jones
Ellen Fails
Mary Jane Holland
Brittany Matthews
Charlie Ervin
AuGuST 15
Wit Poston
John Shurman
AuGuST 22
Tamara Hoefer
Catherine Canfield
Mary Louise McIntyre
Kent Caudle
AuGuST 16
Ella Pennstrom
Joey Hall
AuGuST 23
Yvette Mbangowah
Cindy Johnson
Janet Brand
Charlie Grace
Joe Commander

AuGuST 24

Sarah Ella Hardee
Brett Green
Ellen Grace Marechal
Martha Dusenbury
Porter Stewart

AuGuST 25

Lane Gilpin
Patti Hubbs
Ronald Welch

AuGuST 26

Andi Rae Straus
Sallyann Frost
Phyllis Williams
Andrea Mozingo

AuGuST 27

Dakota Hawkins

AuGuST 28

Carolyn Caudle
Heather Taylor
Betsy Harris
Ryon Watkins
Tom Kellam

AuGuST 29

Rod Jernigan
Virginia Spencer
Farrel Marie Godwin

AuGuST 30

Bill Refvem
Lyllian Scott
Tillman Johnson
Ron Love

AuGuST 31

Lynette Gaddy
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calendar of events

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2
10:00 AM Worship Service
11:15 AM Officer Training: Fellowship Hall
6:00 PM Youth (MOVE)

SUNDAY, AUGUST 16
10:00 AM Worship Service (Traditional)
11:15 AM Officer Training: Fellowship Hall
6:00 PM Youth (MOVE)

MONDAY, AUGUST 3
5:30 PM Stretch Your Faith: CLC

MONDAY, AUGUST 17
5:30 PM Stretch Your Faith: CLC

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 4
10:00 AM Summer Women’s Bible Study
11:00 AM 412 (Youth)
6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study

TUESDAY, AUGUST 18
2:00 PM Lifetouch Portrait Sessions (through 8:40)
6:30 PM Board of Deacons

THURSDAY, AUGUST 5
8:00 AM Stretch Your Faith: CLC
10:30 AM Prayer Group: Lawson-Rain Chapel

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19
6:00 PM Confirmation Banquet
6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
THURSDAY, AUGUST 20
8:00 AM Stretch Your Faith

SATURDAY, AUGUST 8
6:00 AM Parking Lot Mission: HopeHealth Parking Lot SUNDAY, AUGUST 23		
10:00 AM Worship Service with Confirmands
6:00 PM Youth (MOVE)
SUNDAY, AUGUST 9 		
10:00 AM Worship Service (Contemporary)
MONDAY, AUGUST 24
6:00 PM Youth (MOVE)
5:30 PM Stretch Your Faith: CLC
MONDAY, AUGUST 10
TUESDAY, AUGUST 25
5:30 PM Stretch Your Faith: CLC
6:30 PM Session
TUESDAY, AUGUST 11
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26
6:30 PM Session
11:00 AM 412 (Youth)
5:30 PM Fellowship Event: Movie in the CLC
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12
10:00 AM Summer Women’s Bible Study
THURSDAY, AUGUST 27
7:00 PM Women’s Bible Study
8:00 AM Stretch Your Faith: CLC
10:30 AM Prayer Group: Lawson-Rain Chapel
THURSDAY, AUGUST 13
8:00 AM Stretch Your Faith
SUNDAY, AUGUST 30
10:30 AM Prayer Group: Lawson-Rain Chapel
10:00 AM Worship Service with Ordination / Installation
6:00 PM Youth (MOVE)

women in ministry / church news
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Circle meetings to begin in September
WIM encourages women to connect with our First
Presbyterian community and join a Circle of Friends
this year!
Circle meetings will begin September 15; some will be
face-to-face (following COVID-19 guidelines); others
will be online or follow a blended format of face to face
and online via Zoom.

Circles will use the Bible study
guide, Living so that, Making
Faith-filled Choices in the midst of
a Messy Life, by Wendy Blight.
If you have questions about circles and which one to
join, please contact Jayne Boswell, 843-229-7790 or
boswell.jayne@gmail.com.

Lifetouch make-up day scheduled for
August 18; directory to follow thereafter

Donations to Haiti yield 20,000 pounds
of rice to hundreds of families in need
On July 23, the donations from First Presbyterian Church
were delivered to Actionnel Fleurisma at Mercantile in
the form of 800 bags of 25 lbs, (20,000 lbs) of rice. After we have reached all the kids in K-13th grade in our
school system, we will serve needs in the community.
“As hundreds of families are expressing their joy and
appreciation for food," Actionnel, director of OFCB
Ministries in Bayonnais, wrote, “we would love to express
profound thanks and gratefulness to our great God, our
great brothers and sisters at First Presbyterian Church of
Florence for their contribution of nearly $50,000 to provide some relief for those thousands of starving families
and children in Bayonnais, and in the Department of Artibonite or Haïti. We say the Department of Artibonite or
Haiti because families have heard of what is going on in
Bayonnais. Families that have fled Port au Prince because
of COVID-19 come here to let their problems be heard,
and, of course, bags of food are donated to them.
“So, huge thanks to everyone who has made somebody
smile during this crisis throughout the World. Surely our
God has smiled at you a lot as the folks here never cease
smiling because of what you have been doing. If Jesus
were, in person, talking to his people in Bayonnais today,
he would tell them: ‘I am the Rice of life or the Kabiches/
Bread of life.’ Bayonnais will always remember.”

Several sessions remain for the Lifetouch photography make-up date on Tuesday afternoon, August
18. This is the final date before Lifetouch proceeds
with production of the new church directory.
To be included, please contact Kim Brauss at
kbrauss@florencefirst.org or call the church office
(843-662-2583) for a time that would best suit
you or schedule an appointment online, by visiting booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/
b6j1nznv/.
Every family will receive a free 8-by-10 directory
portrait and will have the opportunity to purchase
additional portraits. You also will receive a $10 off
coupon at check-in.
Once the final round of portraits have been taken, Lifetouch will begin its process for the church
directory.

Thank you note from the Emerts

To ALL our FP Family — Kumwamba (that's “Hello”) from Zambia!
Though 2020 has been FULL of curve balls for us
all, the LORD remains steadfast and faithful to all
His plans for all His world.
Thank you, church family, for your prayers and
support as it sustains and POWERS all that He
is doing in our church here in Choma. We praise
Him for you and miss you. Continue pressing into
the Lord!
Love — The Emert Family
Submit church news briefs to Kim Brauss at
kbrauss@florencefirst.org.
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remember in prayer

Sympathy

Extended Care

Family of Harriett Hindman
Family of Verida Marchette
Peggy Taylor, loss of her sister
Joyce Dalsbo, loss of her sister
Jay Pearson, loss of his mother
Family of George Richardson

Heritage at Lowman
Mac King
Home
Adele Kassab
Casey Taylor
Methodist Manor
Madeline Brice
Joyce Floyd
Marie Jordan
Maria Whitehead

Lord, Hear
Our Prayer

Presbyterian Community
Hannah Barringer
Ann Cash
Helen Foster
Aaron Leland
Tom and Clariann Kellam
Macy Turner

Memorials

Ernest M. Bordeaux, Jr.
Harriett Hindman
Jean Lee

Sick & Recovering
Madeline Brice
Jack Cagle
Butch Carroll
Kathy Griffin
Isla Louise McCoy
Glenn Odom
Bill Refvem
Rosanne Saunders
Peggy Corbin Scheu
Casey Taylor
Alan Thomas

Elders
Debbie Jackson
Dudley Saleeby

Deacons

Ashley Bratton
Ashley Hylton

Mission
Lighthouse Ministries
Carol Crom, Entrust

Women in Ministry
Sandra Anderson
Margaret Baroody

Sunday School Teachers
Walt and Hunter Burch
Rob and Sonya Molnar

Staff
Households

FLOCK 1: Weave and Emily Whitehead, Amelia, Weaver, Hugh, and James
FLOCK 2: Wallace and Mary Caroline Vaught
FLOCK 3: Brian and Celia Urquhart, Wills, and Abi
FLOCK 4: Renda Barnes
FLOCK 5: Pat and Becka Tuttle, Charlotte, Abigail, and Elizabeth
FLOCK 6: Tallon and Meg Temple, John Wyatt, and Stirling
FLOCK 7: Ann and David Spearman
FLOCK 8: Jane Ames

Don Hebert
Susan Snow

missions
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God’s Work in our Community
Lighthouse Ministries

through our Strengthening Families Program. It
works to prevent child abuse and neglect through our
Working Mothers Education and Support Program.
One of the local missions First Presbyterian supports
Handicapped persons are given greater mobility
is Lighthouse Ministries, a ministry outreach for many
through our Ramp Program.
of the local churches. Its Mission Statement is to help
Because it is heavily dependent on volunteers, we
the Florence-area churches organize and administer
have had to become innovative and look at multiple
community resources, reaching out in cooperative feloptions and ways we can continue to serve the comlowship, providing for the relief of emergency physical
needs, and in doing so, ministering to the spiritual needs munity. We never stopped helping families stay safely
housed. In order to prevent families from becoming
of God’s children.
homeless, we are helping with rent, rental deposits,
Lighthouse Ministries serves more than 2,000 families
utilities, utility deposits and life-sustaining prescripeach year with basic needs. Families receive ministry
tion medications. To ensure the safety of our volservice aid for deposits or payments of rent, utilities, or
unteers and staff, the families we are serving are not
necessary medications for 30 days or more and persons
entering our building. We are completing the intake
stranded may receive travel aid. Food and children’s
books are also provided. Lighthouse Ministries supports interviews over the phone and accepting documents
and paperwork by fax, email or drop off.
the whole family by building stronger relationships

God’s Work Around the World

Carol Crom, Entrust

seminaries in Asia was canceled when the country
was put under mandatory lock down. We are greatly
encouraged that a national leader who has participated
One of the global missionaries First Presbyterian
in the training Entrust has providChurch supports is Covenant Partner Carol Crom, who
ed stepped up to mentor faculty at
works as Director of Donor Relations with Entrust:
the schools, in person and virtually.
Greetings from Colorado Springs! I am again in a sitHe directs the extension education
uation, perhaps like you, of being at home rather than
program for an international college
where I had planned to be — visiting South Carolina
with over 2,500 students. He grew
in person. That isn’t the first travel disruption of 2020.
up in the same area as all five Bible
From mid-March to mid-May, I had plans for a twoschools so he speaks their dialect, a
month, five-country trip to Asia and Africa. The corona virus disrupted all of them. Many individual meet- big advantage over teachers who need translation.
• I use WhatsApp to mentor Philip, a young, eager
ings switched to virtual or email interactions. Three
pastor as he writes stories of impact for donors parttraining seminars/workshops have been postponed:
nering in our leadership training across sub-Saharan
• A group of 25-30 women in Asia (country not
Africa. A partner ministry in Ethiopia asked for help in
named for security) have been meeting twice yearly
writing proposals and reports for donors while I would
since 2011. Most have never participated in a virtual
have been visiting both them and their country for the
call and some don’t have internet access. This group
has been greatly impacted by Covid-19 as one member first time. With the travel ban continuing indefinitely,
we’ve started to discuss virtual training for this.
lost her husband and one of the group’s leaders, Dorathi, was “promoted to glory” (according to her death Thank you for your prayers and partnership. I hope
this encourages you in some of the impact your supnotice) on July 17. Please pray for their families and
port provides. I’m looking forward to making that trip
encouragement for the women in this group.
• The March Writers’ Workshop for five Bible schools/ to South Carolina in God’s perfect timing.
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children’s ministry

CONFIRMATION JOURNEY
Please continue to pray for our confirmands as they walk
with their mentors on this faith journey. Their Confirmation
Banquet will be held at 6 p.m. Wednesday, August 19, in the
Christian Life Center. Our confirmands will also confirm their
commitment to God and the church during the Sunday worship service, August 23.
Confirmand			Mentor
Mac Burch			
Jim Dameron
Brooklynne Clancy		
Ashley Hylton
Jacqueline Clancy		
Barbara Green
Lily Green			
Cynthia Knudsen
Joey Hall			
Mike Fleenor
Ella Hylton			
Sally Dameron
Mason Slaughter		
Paul Davis
Laura Tiller			
Kara Morgan

Family Fellowship Fun! It all begins August 26 with a family movie
night in the CLC! Come enjoy a boxed hot dog meal and watch

The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe
5:30 p.m. Wednesday night, August 26

September 16: Concert on the steps of the church and picnic on the lawn
October 21: Cookout & games
November 18: Outdoor movie night

children’s ministry
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Mission to India
What do you pray for?
Last night, as I was getting ready for
bed, I asked God what He would
have me share with you in this
space. This morning, He answered,
not with words, but by bringing a
thought to my morning mind from
seemingly nowhere: lndia.
In the pandemic, I had forgotten!
I have not shared with you about
my mission trip to lndia. This past
February I was in lndia with a team
from Church at Sandhurst. It was
February 10-20, to be exact — just
weeks before everything shut down.
So, back to my original question.
What do you pray for?
For the longest time, so many of my
prayers might be boiled down to
one word: healing. I pray healing for
the people I love. I pray healing for
people I don’t know or hardly know
at all. I pray it for people who are
sick and for those who are grieving. conference twice, first in Patna and
God is our Comforter (2 Corinthi- then in Dehradun.
ans 1:3,4). He is our Great PhysiIn the trauma healing program,
cian. I pray to God for healing.
there are six core lessons. Each
lesson includes a modern-day story
I went to Texas with Terry Brown
and a Bible story. My two Bible stofor training in the Bible-based
ries were Lazarus and Job. I told my
trauma healing program we would
stories and led my lessons, but the
help facilitate for women in lndia.
three of us were a team. We helped
The program involves storytelling
each other. And helping someone
and real conversation about heart
else with her story was easy. There
wounds; it involves listening and
lament; it involves grief and the need were no lines to remember. All I
to tell our story; it involves the heal- had to do was listen and follow diing power of the cross. The training rections. Just LISTEN. Listening…
that was how I was blessed.
in Texas was really hard for me.
But my time in lndia was wonderful! We led our two-day women’s

She wanted to use drama to tell her
story. Terry would narrate. Jamie
Stuckey would be Jesus. Several
Indian women attending our conference would be the crowd. I would
be the woman. All I had to do was
listen… and listen I did. That’s when
I heard Jesus, the Son of God, call
me, “Daughter.” “Daughter!” And
He told me, “Your faith has made
you well. Go in peace. Be freed from
your suffering.”
Have you heard Jesus say that to
you? Listen. His words are for you,
too.

Terry’s Bible story was Jesus Sets a
Listen and be blessed!
Woman Free based on Mark 5:25-34.
Susan Snow
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parenting

Leading Your Child To Christ
By Brock Page
Youth Ministry Director

our need for deliverance. Helping
our children see their sin in contrast to God’s holiness helps them
to see their problem before God.
When you read Bible stories to
your child, make sure you explain
sin to them in a way that they can
understand and relate to. For example, Adam and Eve didn’t want
to obey; Cain was jealous that
his brother was noticed, and he
wasn’t; the Israelites complained
in the desert and didn’t believe
God was going to help them. This
opens up a pathway for children
to see that the Gospel is good
news. As you share Bible stories,
also help your children identify
with the sinner in the passage that
needs to be rescued. Instead of
identifying with David, the young
shepherd boy facing the giant Goliath, help them identify with the
fearful Israelites standing on the
sidelines. God sends David as a
savior to deliver Israel. Again and
again the message of the Bible
points to the love of God in rescuing sinners. We are the sinners;
Jesus is the Savior.

As most of you are aware, we have
a nice resource library that has recently been added to our Welcome
Sinner Separated from a Holy God.”
Center. As you walk in the front
He writes:
door, the coffee bar on the left is
“The first step in sharing the
the new home for these pamphlets
Gospel with children is to give
that cover a multitude of topics. For
them a biblical view their true
parents, there are several pamphlets
condition. Children are born
that address issues specifically
sinners, but they don’t often think
focused on parenting. I would like
of themselves that way. Consider
to highlight one of those pamphlets,
how often they have heard their
Leading Your Child To Christ: Bibliparents or other relatives address
cal Direction for Sharing the Gospel.
them as a “good kid.” By helping
them see the bad news of their
As parents, we often want to share
sin and separation from God, we
biblical teachings and the Gospel
help them understand their need
with our children. Yet, we find it
for the good news of the Gospel.
difficult to know what to say or how
Sin is not hard to explain to a
to say it. We struggle to “find the
child – it is simply wanting to be
right time” to engage our children
our own God and to live our lives
in serious spiritual conversations.
apart from God’s rule. So sin is
How do we know what to share
more than just the bad things that
with them? How do we know if they
we do. Even nice things can be
understand the truths of the Gossinful if we do them to get what
pel? Even harder, how do we know
we want, instead of to please God.
they believe the truths of the Bible
Isaiah says that Jesus had to come
or are appeasing or pleasing us?
because “all we like sheep have
gone astray; we have turned— evIn the pamphlet, author Marty
Questions for reflection
eryone
–
to
his
own
way”
(Isaiah
Machowski, lays out as simple yet
1. When was the last time my
53:6). Sin might seem like an
effective way to lead our children to
children heard me confess my
abstract concept, but all children
Christ. With decades of ministry
own sin and ask their forgiveness,
can relate to wanting their own
experience, Machowski outlines the
showing them my own need for a
way! The bad news is that we are
core truths of the gospel and exsavior?
all
born
wanting
our
own
way,
plains them in a way for children to
so we are all born sinners. The
understand. He helps us understand
2. How well do I identify with
other half the bad news for us is
how to present the Gospel and live
them in their sinful struggles and
that God is holy. We need to teach relate to them that God has helped
it out in front of them.
children about God’s holiness
them in Christ to overcome in the
and
that
because
God
is
good;
He
In the booklet, Machowski claims
same areas?
must punish sin. Understanding
that, “Leading Your Children To
our sinfulness in light of God’s
Christ Is As Easy As A-B-C-D.” The
Email Brock Page at bpage@
holiness is what helps us to see
first step is “A” – “Admit You Are a
florencefirst.org.

youth ministry
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Youth Ministry
First Presbyterian
youth volunteer with
Helping Florence
Flourish’s ServeFlo.
In July, the youth have
continued volunteering
in the community by
holding food drives
to help Harvest Hope
Food Bank.

Youth Acitivities

• MOVE: During July, large group was held on Sunday evenings from 6 to 7 p.m. via Zoom, as well as in person
twice. On July 12, we met outside and on the following Sunday, July 19, we met in the Fellowship Hall, where
we were able to spread out. We had a great turnout each time, and the students were very excited to see each
other again.
• 412 on Wednesdays: During July, we have been meeting to pass out grocery bags for Harvest Hope Food bank
donations. We travel to a new neighborhood each week to pass out bags and then the following Wednesday, we
go around and collect the bags. This is a great opportunity for our youth to serve in our community.

Youth Schedule for August
•
•
•
•
•

Sunday School: Sunday School will not be held in August
Small group: No small group in August
MOVE: August 2, 16, 23, 30 / 6 p.m., Outside (weather permitting), No meal
412 on Wednesdays: August 5 and 26
East Florence Mission: No EFM in August

Canoeing and kayaking

• Hunter Morgan and I are in the process of planning canoe/kayak excursions around Florence with small
groups (6-8 students per trip) in August. Be on the lookout for more information in the coming weeks.

Youth Presbytery Retreat

• The youth presbytery retreat will be held Nov. 6-8. The retreat is being held at Lookup Lodge. We will leave
from the church at 4 p.m. Friday, Nov. 6, and return by 5 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 8. The cost is $160. This will be our
fall retreat for 2020. Contact Brock for more details: bpage@florencefirst.org.
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