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SESSION
HIGHLIGHTS
Greetings in the name of the Lord!
During this very long season of COVID-19, the Elders
have come to appreciate the work and care of the Deacons over their flocks and our congregation more than
ever before. Thank you, Deacons!!
As a part of being intentional about connecting and
communicating better, the Elders have reorganized
themselves among the flocks to be sure that every flock
has an Elder in the group to be available to help their
Deacons and to reach out and be available to the Covenant Partners in their flock.
Take a minute to go on Realm and see who your Elders
and Deacons are. We are here for you! If you just click
on “Groups,” your flock will come up, and we will be
listed under “Leaders.”
Not on Realm? We need to fix that! Any Covenant
Partner can join by emailing Teresa Stewart (tstewart@
florencefirst.org) or Kim Brauss at (kbrauss@florencefirst.org) or calling the church office (843-662-2583).
One will reply with your invitation and once you accept and join, you are in the loop.

Even in these unusual times, know that your Session
is working hard to keep the business and activities of
the church on track safely. We are looking forward to
our Christmas Season and are currently planning for
two Christmas Eve Services. It is so uplifting to see all
of the donations coming in for Operation Christmas
Child. Thanks to all who organized and contributed!
We are prayerfully discerning God’s will and His plans,
to take our Church to the next level. We have been
meeting monthly for prayer, in addition to our regular
meetings. Each of us has also committed to praying
each morning for God to guide us in our decisions and
plans. We would love for you to join us each morning (from our individual locations), in prayer for our
church and community. If you can, we have chosen the
time of 7:30 a.m.
Glory to the newborn King!
Debbie Jackson, Clerk of Session
P.S. Remember to ask God to show you what He has
prepared in advance for you to do in our church or
community. It could be involvement in an existing
ministry or something new. Let us know!
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ON THE COVER
The Columbarium and Memorial Garden was dedicated on
Sunday, November 22, after the 11 a.m. service.

from the senior pastor / head of staff 3

The Mothers of Jesus
Dear Church Family,
Every year the Church takes a four-week period in the
year to prepare for Jesus’ Coming or Advent. We need
this time to sit with the enormity of John’s proclamation that “the Word became flesh.” As such, our sermon series in the following weeks will be “The Mothers
of Jesus” from Matthew’s Gospel as we trace the women named in Jesus’s lineage. We will consider Tamar,
Rahab, Ruth, “Uriah’s wife,” and Mary. Together, they
help us see more clearly the justice, the grace, the love,
the power, and the joy that we find in our newborn
King. Put another way, they help us digest what God
was doing when He sent Jesus into the world at Christmas.

INTO THE UNKNOWN
The 2021 ECO National
Gathering will be a virtual
gathering held online
January 29-31.
All covenant partners
are invited to take the
opportunity to be a part
of the weekend of leadership
development, encouragement, and a deep dive into
God’s flourishing next step
for your life and ministry.
The speakers, schedule and
registration can be found at
https://econationalgathering.
org/.

So as we enter Advent Season this year, how are you
feeling? Perhaps you are excited for the season and a
change of pace, or maybe the last thing that you would
want to hear is about more waiting during this year of
2020, which has been nothing if not patient endurance.
The Good News is that the wait is never wasted. Even
if the new Promise of God was sitting in our lap, we
still would need more time to grasp what God has
done. We may not know precisely what 2021 will
hold, but I do believe very good things are ahead. The
phrase that keeps coming to my mind is, “God’s Got
this.”
Peace,
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from the associate pastor

A Thought or Two Challenging You Toward Discipleship

Spirit-led conversations lead to growth
For the past five months I have had
the joy of participating in a study
with local pastors from about 20
churches in Florence, Darlington,
and Lake City. We are looking at a
book called Gospel Saturation (GS)
put out by Christ Together. The
book’s challenge is to consider how
every man, woman, and child in our
community (in Florence) would be
able to hear the gospel several times
in a lifetime. GS says that if we are
to “do church” like we have always
done church, we will have a difficult
time reaching every man, woman
and child in Florence with the gospel. Did you know that only about
30 percent of the population is connected to a congregation in our area
(and we are the buckle on the Bible
belt!) . There is a great deal of work
to be done to reach people with the
gospel of Jesus Christ.

These monthly conversations are helping us think
differently about how we operate. These pastors are
thinking about how to move … To say the least, these
conversations have been exciting and Spirit-led.

The competitive nature of “doing
church” has come up in our conversations as pastors. It is a real issue.
But these monthly conversations are
helping us think differently about
how we operate. These pastors are
thinking about how to move …
“From Collection to Mobilization”
(in other words help partners move
beyond just coming to a building
to moving into the community to
share the gospel)… From “Attendance to Transformation” (consumers just consume the worship service
whereas contenders change into
bold loving ambassadors for Christ)
… “From Competition to ColQuoting from GS, “Most congrega- laboration” (no one congregation
can reach our community alone,
tions define success by how many
(partners) they have, how many peo- therefore pastors are beginning
to consider strategies to reach the
ple show up at weekly services (or
join them online), and how expan- lost together.) … and finally “From
Addition to Multiplication” (the end
sive the church’s facilities and budresult of this would be exponential
get. And, while most would never
say it, …the drive for growth creates growth as opposed to a few folk
being added each year.) To say the
a competitive mindset with other
local churches in our communities.” least, these conversations have been

Flowers in the Sanctuary
Do you have a friend or relative you would like to honor?
Sign up to place flowers in the Sanctuary. Contact Genia
Tyson (genia_tyson@hotmail.com or 843-665-0295) or
Melba Whitesides (843-992-4267).
A Google spreadsheet — found on our website at
www.florencefirst.org/flowers- in-the-sanctuary — also has
been set up for signing up and so dates available can easily
be seen.

exciting and Spirit-led.
An exciting element to these gatherings is that about half the pastors are
black and half the pastors are white.
God is doing something special with
us. Please consider mentioning the
pastors gathering to a friend that
goes to another church (we meet
on the third Tuesday morning of
the month from 7 to 8:30 a.m.). We
would love to have that pastor in the
conversation. Some of the pastors
that are currently involved come
from Sandhurst, Strong Tower,
Strong City, Lamb’s Chapel, Good
Shepherd, Central United Methodist Church, Seed of Life, Trinity,
NewSpring, Hopewell, Ridgecrest,
All Saints, Highland Park. We are
challenging each other to a greater
Discipleship to Jesus.

from the church administrator
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Toward a Healthier Church

Stewardship Campaign Update
Due to COVID, we did not have a large attendance for
Commitment Sunday, November 22. As of 11/30/2020,
we have received 81 pledges totaling $531,390. I am
confident that this amount will increase over the coming weeks as others make their pledges. If you have
not already done so, let me encourage you to submit
your pledge in one of several ways. The simplest way
is to make your pledge using REALM. It’s easy! Login
to your profile. Choose GIVING on the left side of the
screen. On the GIVING screen you will see a grey box [+
PLEDGE]. Click the box to go to PLEDGE NOW. Enter
the amount you wish to pledge and the frequency (as
can, weekly, monthly, quarterly, etc.) Once you’ve entered
your pledge information click [Save Pledge] and you’re
finished! You may also make a pledge on our church
website (http://www.florencefirst.org). Pledge cards
may be placed in the offering plate when attending
worship or stop by the office and deliver it in person.
Finally, pledge cards may be mailed to the church. The
church leadership (staff, elders, deacons and others)
has been working for a couple of months to develop
plans for ministry to our members, our community
and around the world. Those ministries have a cost associated with them. The 2020 Ministry Action Plan was
approximately $1.6 million. The 2021 Ministry Action
Plan is expected to be in the same range. Funding for
the ministries come from the contributions of our
covenant partners and others who support the ministries of the church. We are grateful for those who have
stepped up and made their commitment to support
the ministry of First Presbyterian Church. Thank you
for the positive response to our 2021 Stewardship and
Generosity campaign.

Presbyterian Church. If you are planning to make a
year-end contribution please note that checks must
be dated no later than December 31, 2020 in order to
receive contribution credit for 2020.

11 Month Contribution Statements

Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may
be food in my house. And thereby put me to the test,
says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open the windows
of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing
until there is no more need. Malachi 3:10

In early December, all covenant partners and regular
contributors will receive a statement from First Presbyterian Church that will provide an update of your year
to date giving (as of 11/30/2020). Traditionally, some
of our covenant partners make year-end contributions.
This information is being provided to assist you as you
plan your year-end giving. The statement will contain
contribution information regarding our General Fund
and any other contributions to the ministries of First

Toward a Healthier Church

Numbers can tell us a great deal about the overall
health of an organization. The table below provides a
snapshot of where First Presbyterian Church is financially as we approach the end of 2020.
Ministry Action Plan Budget Needs
thru 11/29/2020

$1,408,127.00

Average Weekly Need

$29,336.00

Average Weekly Giving
thru 11/29/2020

$ 28,626.00

Despite a deficit, due largely to the impact of COVID,
our staff and leaders have done well throughout the
course of the year in being good stewards of the financial resources contributed by our Covenant Partners.
We are current in our support of our missionaries
both national and international. Additionally, we have
continued our support to the local agencies and are
current in our support. Agencies like Lighthouse Ministry, Mercy Medicine, House of Hope, My Brother’s
Keeper have been stressed by increased demand due
to the economic impact of the pandemic. In these last
weeks of 2020, let me challenge everyone to evaluate
the commitment you made to support the ministry
and mission of our church and “finish strong” in your
support of First Presbyterian Church.
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from the congregational care assistant

Introduction to Philippians
The city of Philippi was found by Philip II who was
the father of Alexander the Great in 356 BCE. The
region around Philippi produced gold from mines and
streams until the first century BCE. This wealth funded the conquests by Philip and Alexander.
At the time of Paul army veterans occupied the city,
which was a Roman colony. The Acts details the
founding of the Church in Philippi (Acts 16:11-40).
Paul had trouble in Philippi because he had healed a
slave girl who was a fortune-teller, and he and Silas
were flogged and imprisoned there. An earthquake
freed them, and they were able to witness to the leaders of the city. A church was established there possibly
in the house of Lydia.
Paul wrote to the Philippian church encouraging
them and thanking them for their support. Paul writes
Philippians from prison. The main theme of the letter
is to rejoice even in difficult circumstances. This letter
is typical of letters written in the first century. Paul is
with Timothy and identifies them as servants or slaves
of Christ Jesus, “Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ
Jesus.” The word translated servant is doulos and can
also mean slave.
What does it mean for a Christian to identify himself
or herself as a servant or slave of Jesus Christ? Every
human being is a slave to someone or something by
choice or may be slaved by force. The Christian is
chosen first by the God through the Holy Spirit, however secondly the Christian recognizes God as LORD
and the Father of Jesus Christ and then chooses to
follow Jesus. Paul is a servant of Jesus Christ because
he is chosen by the Lord. All the church members are
identified as “saints.” If a person is in the church then
that person is to be “in Christ.” This is a favorite term
of Paul in his letters. I believe it means that a Christian has the Holy Spirit and walks with Christ. Paul
pronounces a blessing upon the church in verse 2:
“Grace and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.” Grace is the unconditional acceptance
which God gives to all in the church.
One of the most interesting ideas from a noted He-

REV. MIKE
FLEENOR’S BLOG
https://onepastorsponderings.
wordpress.com/

brew scholar, Artur Weiser, is his translation of Hesed
as grace in his commentary: THE PSALMS. Hesed
is most often translated as steadfast love. The LORD
God does not ever stop loving human beings and it
is grace that brings us into the family of God. Peace
is the understanding of the Hebrew term “Shalom”
which can mean well-being. Peace is the attitude that
even in the midst of trouble or tragedy that God will
work out a resolution to the dilemma.
Paul seeks grace and peace to the church in turmoil
and in his life in prison. Paul identifies the source of
grace and peace to be God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ. The God who is the Heavenly Father
of Jesus is always good and seeks the best for God’s
children. Jesus is the believer’s Lord or Master or Authority. When Paul uses the title of Lord before Jesus
Christ, he is implying that Jesus is the only legitimate
representative of the Creator God. Philippians 1:1-2
comprise the opening greeting of this letter and are
packed with meaning about who God is and how we
relate to God through our faith in Jesus as the Christ.
In the midst of living in a world threatened by the
coronavirus, fear can overtake our emotions undermining our peace and assurance of God’s steadfast
love. The words of Paul bring me great comfort knowing that God’s grace, constant love, and God’s peace
are with me as I walk with Christ.

child development center
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Modeling postive attitudes for children
The COVID-19 pandemic has changed the way in
which we view the world around us. It has robbed us of
the joy of a warm hug from a caring friend or a handshake from an acquaintance. We miss life as we once
knew “pre-covid.”
Many negative things are happening in our world today
that cause us to be stressed and to create stress for those
around us. The internet is at our fingertips and so much
of this instant gratification equals instant negativity.
These times are hard for all of us, as we have been
restricted in so many ways. Your prayers for the Child
Development Center are appreciated and have helped
us keep our doors open for those who depend on us.
Here at the First Presbyterian Child Development
Center it is our goal to dwell on the positive. Young
children “feel” our attitudes. Negative vibes can upset
the youngest infant to the oldest preschooler. We have
opportunities every day to model a positive attitude
and love the children in our care. Children learn not
only from what we say but more importantly how we
act. Creating a positive atmosphere in a classroom
takes dedicated teachers who understand the feelings
and well-being of young children. These young children will carry the love and acceptance that they find
here at the CDC throughout their lives.
Being with young children is such a blessing. Their
love is often unconditional, their laughter is contagious.
They can make any day special just by being who they
are.

become so excited. Those who can, will run and dance
Many of our normal daily procedures here at the CDC into their parents waiting arms. It is such a joy to see
this happy reunion! I feel certain once this pandemic is
have changed because of the threat of the COVID-19
virus. One of the big changes has prevented the parents under control and life gets back to some kind of “new”
from coming into their child’s classroom, to drop them normal, there will be many, many happy reunions!
off in the morning or pick them up at the end of the
Blessings,
day. Now parents are only allowed in the tower area.
Our staff walks or carries their child to their classroom
in the morning from the tower and takes them from
their classrooms at the end of the day to their waiting
parent in the tower. At the end of the day when the staff
arrive in the tower it is a joy to watch the faces of both
the parents and the children light up at the sight of each
other! Once the child spots their waiting parent, they
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calendar

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1
9:30 AM WIM Coordinator’s Team Meeting:
			 Jenkins Fellowship Hall (JFH)
11:00 AM WIM Bible Moderators:
			 Lawson-Rain Chapel (LR)
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2
5:00 PM Adult Handbells Rehearsal
6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3
10:30 AM Prayer Group: Lawson-Rain
1:00 PM Bible Study: Zoom

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10
10:30 AM Prayer Group: LR
1:00 PM Bible Study: Zoom
5:00 PM Basketball Practice: 13U
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12
6:00 AM Parking Lot Mission:
			 Hope Health Parking Lot
9:00 AM WIM Bread & Fish: Call Peggy Swearingen

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6
COMMUNION
9:00 AM Contemporary Worship Service
9:30 AM Rehearsal: JFH
10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Traditional Worship
5:30 PM Embracing God’s Word
5:30 PM Youth

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13		
9:00 AM Contemporary Worship
9:30 AM Rehearsal: JFH
10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Traditional Worship
5:30 PM Embracing God’s Word
MONDAY, DECEMBER 14
5:30 PM Stretch Your Faith
6:30 PM Basketball Practice (8U)
6:30 PM WIM Women of Grace

MONDAY, DECEMBER 7
5:30 PM Stretch Your Faith
6:30 PM Basketball Practice (8U)
6:30 PM CDC Staff Christmas: LR
7:00 PM Boy Scouts

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15
10:45 AM CDC Music: JFH
5:00 PM Basketball Practice (10U)
5:00 PM Women’s Prayer Group – Hucks: Parlor
6:30 PM Board of Deacons: JFH

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8
10:00 AM WIM Joyful Hearts: JFH
10:00 AM WIM Sonflowers: LR
12:00 PM WIM Soul Sisters: JFH
3:00 PM WIM Serenity: LR
5:00 PM Basketball Practice (10U)
5:00 PM Women’s Prayer Group – Hucks: Parlor
6:30 PM WIM Prayer Warriors: LR
6:30 PM Session: JFH

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16
5:00 PM Handbells Rehearsal
6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
7:00 PM Basketball Practice: 17U

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9
5:00 PM Handbells Rehearsal
5:30 PM Angel Choir: JFH
5:45 PM Fellowship: Chili Dinner
6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
6:30 PM WIM Women of Valor
7:00 PM Basketball Practice: 17U

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19
6:30 PM HFF Reindeer Ride: FPC parking lot

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17
10:30 AM Prayer Group: LR
1:00 PM Bible Study: Zoom
5:00 PM Basketball Practice: 13U

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20
9:00 AM Contemporary Worship
9:30 AM Rehearsal: JFH
10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Traditional Worship

calendar

MONDAY, DECEMBER 21
5:30 PM Stretch Your Faith
6:30 PM Basketball Practice (8U)
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 22
10:45 AM CDC Music: JFH
5:00 PM Basketball Practice (10U)
5:00 PM Women’s Prayer Group – Hucks: Parlor
6:30 PM Session: LR

MONDAY, DECEMBER 28
Church office closed
5:30 PM Stretch Your Faith
6:30 PM Basketball Practice (8U)
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 29
10:45 AM CDC Music: JFH
5:00 PM Basketball Practice (10U)
5:00 PM Women’s Prayer Group – Hucks: Parlor

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23
5:00 PM Handbells Rehearsal
6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
7:00 PM Basketball Practice: 17U

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 30
5:00 PM Handbells Rehearsal
6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
7:00 PM Basketball Practice: 17U

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24
10:30 AM Prayer Group: LR
1:00 PM Bible Study: Zoom
4:00 PM Worship Service
6:00 PM Worship Service

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31 NEW YEAR’S EVE
10:30 AM Prayer Group: LR
1:00 PM Bible Study: Zoom
5:00 PM Basketball Practice: 13U

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25
Church office closed
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27
10:00 AM Combined Worship

9

10

deacons

BOARD OF DEACONS
Deacons are elected by the congregation to lead the church in service and love. The Deacons are mature
followers of Jesus who assist the elders by encouraging and stimulating the connection and care between
people in the church and the extension of that to the community. They also lead the church in cultivating hospitality (greeting, ushering at worship, and fellowship gatherings), and pastoral care for covenant
partners.
The Congregation is divided into Flocks so the Deacons can tend to our covenant partners. Every Flock
also has an Elder assigned to it.
Caroline Genoble is the Moderator.
Walt Burch is over Worship.
Linda Smiley is over the Flocks.

FLOCK 1

Deacons						
Eddie McRae: All4McRaes@aol.com
Burch Carroll: cec44@sc.rr.com
Emily Whitehead: emily.s.whitehead@gmail.com
Elder
Tabatha Davis: tabathasd@yahoo.com

FLOCK 2

Deacons
Whit Player: playerfarms@ftc-i.net
Brian Fast: BrianLFast@gmail.com
Ellen Pearson: bigelpt@aol.com
Elder
Allen Griffin: agrif0421@gmail.com

FLOCK 3

FLOCK 5

Deacons
Ashley Bratton: ashleypattonbratton@gmail.com
Caroline Genoble: carolinegenoble@gmail.com
Jim Moseley: moseley36@gmail.com
Elder
Bryon Frost: bryonkfrost@gmail.com

FLOCK 6

Deacons
Ashley Hylton: awhylton@gmail.com
Ronnie Welch: FMUSC1978@gmail.com
Michele Lewis: michelelewis72@gmail.com
Elder
Jim Dameron: dameronjh@aol.com

FLOCK 7

Deacons
Carol Fleenor: cfleenor10@gmail.com
David Spivey: spiveys_@outlook.com
Elder
Jack Hofler: jack.hofler@gmail.com

Deacons
Frances Rogers: frogers@arborone.com
Linda Smiley: lindasmiley1@sc.rr.com
Luke Scott: Luke.Scott@nucor.com
Elder
Janet Brand: janet81661@aol.com

FLOCK 4

FLOCK 8

Deacons
Kim Hawkins: hawksnet033@yahoo.com
Tenny Moss: Rtmossjr@aol.com
Walt Burch: waltburch78@yahoo.com
Elder
Debbie Jackson: djacksonlawyer@gmail.com

Deacons
Danny Jones: djones498@sc.rr.com
Karen Jordan: kjordan@fsd1.org
Heather Taylor: handmtaylor@yahoo.com
Elder
Jayne Boswell: boswell.jayne@gmail.com
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FLORENCE REINDEER RIDE
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Saturday, December 19
ride Starts, ends at First Presbyterian Church
park avenue parking lot
Join us for a leisurely bicycle ride
through Forest Hills neighborhood to enjoy Christmas lights.
Hot chocolate and s’mores will be provided after the ride. Free to the public!
First Presbyterian Church is located at 700 Park Avenue in Florence.
Helmets, lights, adult supervision for riders under 16 required.
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prayer

Remember in Prayer
Extended Care
Heritage at Lowman
Mac King
Home
Adele Kassab
Casey Taylor
Methodist Manor
Jack Cagle
Joyce Floyd
Marie Jordan
Maria Whitehead
Presbyterian Community
Ann Cash
Helen Foster
Aaron Leland
Tom and Clariann Kellam

Sympathy

Family of Madeline Brice
Family of Amy McKay
Ryon Watkins, loss of his mother
Chris Alexander, loss of his father
Peggy Swearingen, loss of her mother

Lord, Hear

Our Prayer

Memorials

Hannah Barringer
Madeline Brice
Britt Poston
Donald Poston

Honorariums
Margaret Baroody
Emily & Bob McLean

Sick & Recovering
Jack Cagle
Butch Carroll
Kent Caudle
Kit Fulmer
Linda Lawson
Isla Louise McCoy
Glenn Odom
Betsy Olsen
Rosanne Saunders
Fred Swearingen
Casey Taylor
Alan Thomas
Martha Tyson
Cody Watson

Elders

Bryon Frost
Chris Scott

Deacons

Eddie McRae
Emily Whitehead

Mission
House of Hope
Tim and Annette Gulick

Women in Ministry
Sherill Fussell
Betty Lee Gandy

Sunday School Teachers
Households
FLOCK 1:
FLOCK 2:
FLOCK 3:
FLOCK 4:
FLOCK 5:
FLOCK 6:
FLOCK 7:
FLOCK 8:

Furman and Jeannie Brodie
Kent and Carolyn Caudle
Darryl and Mary Lee Evans, Will and Addie
Charlie and Alice Caldwell
Mike and Adele Weatherford
Chris and Heather Warner, Ella and Christopher
Mary Lynn van Witzenburg
John and Susan Bankson

Karen McBride
Sarah Elizabeth Rainwater

Staff

Kimberly Brauss
Wanda LaSane

missions
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God’s Work in our Community
House of Hope

provides emergency and temporary housing, food,
clothing and support to the homeless community.
Guests at the shelter are able to meet with the case
House of Hope is a local non-profit ministry-based or- manager and connect with support to find help, housing, and employment. The shelter also provides emerganization First Presbyterian supports. House of Hope
provides housing and support to men, women, and chil- gency housing during times of extreme cold and heat
with nobody being turned away.
dren in the Florence community. House of Hope provides emergency, short-term, and transitional housing, The Life Recovery Program provides job training, financial guidance, substance recovery, and Bible study.
as well as long-term support through its Life Recovery
House of Hope includes two Mission Marts with profProgram.
its from the marts going to the ministry.
The Courtney McGinnis Graham community Shelter

God’s Work Around the World
Tim and Annette Gulick,
One Challenge
Tim and Annette Gulick are two missionaries First
Presbyterian Church supports. Here is an excerpt from
their upcoming newsletter:
You can always tell who wrapped the Christmas gifts
in our families. When a package is almost too lovely to
open neither Tim nor I wrapped that gift. One of our
sisters did.
We wrap ours with the odds and ends of paper and
bows we find in our family’s gift wrapping supply box.
It’s hard to throw away the beautiful wrapping our
sisters have done, but it’s easy to pitch in the trash the
rumpled, re-marked wrapping around our gifts. But no
matter how ugly the wrapping, no one throws away the
gifts inside.
There has been a lot of ugliness in 2020. But we have
received good gifts in the middle of it all. Some highlights include:
•
Hundreds of prayer walks, often with the backdrop of sunrises and sunsets.
•
Unprecedented time with family and friends as
we’ve lived with them for weeks at a time.
•
Time to focus on projects that often get sidelined when we’re training on-site or traveling.
Christmas shows that God’s gifts come in unexpected
wrapping. ... May this Christmas help you lay aside the
ugly paper and smashed bows of the year and rejoice in

Fun fact: Tim
and Annette were
summer youth
interns at First
Presbyterian
Church in the
early 1990s.

the official proclamation of victory:
For to us a child is born. Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will
reign… over his kingdom, establishing and upholding
it with justice and righteousness
from that time on and forever. (Isaiah 9: 6, 7)
MERRY CHRISTMAS!
Prayer Requests:
•
Tim and a team of 7 programmers, designers
and other Internet gurus need prayers to get the Spanish-language youth ministry website working on cell
phones now that over 70 percent of our visitors access
the site on cell phones. It’s been slow, but it’s ALMOST
ready.
•
Annette is finishing up the text of her latest
book and requests your prayers for the process of
translating it into Spanish as well as the graphic design
and layout. This book’s subject is how to align your life
with God’s purpose in a world full of choices. The target audience are post-high school and 20-somethings.
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women in ministry / church news

Women in Ministry Circle meetings
Bread and Fish
December 12
9 a.m.
Joyful Hearts
December 8
10 a.m.
Posies and Petals			
Prayer Warriors
December 8
6:30 p.m.
SonFlowers
December 8
10 a.m.
Soul Sisters
December 8
noon
Serenity
December 8
3 p.m.
Women of Grace
December 8
6:30 p.m.
Women of Valor*
December 9
6:30 p.m.

Call Peggy Swearingen
Jenkins Fellowship Hall
Not Meeting
Lawson-Rain Chapel
Pilgrim Classroom
Jenkins Fellowship Hall
Lawson-Rain Chapel
3002 Japonica Lane
Room 202

*Childcare available. Schedule a week in advance with Teresa Stewart in the church office, tstewart@florencefirst.org.

Living Nativity to be online this year
The children’s Christmas program, The Living Nativity, will be shown online this year as a video.
Check Realm for updates and a link to the program.

One service to be held December 27

On Sunday, December 27, at 10 a.m. there will be a
Combined Worship Service. Rev. Mike Fleenor will
be preaching. Sunday School will not be held.

Be alert for scams this holiday season
As we enter the holiday season, there may be an
increase in text, email and/or phone scams. You may
receive an email or text that appears to be from one
of our pastors asking for your “assistance” in purchasing gift cards or help with a special project. First
Presbyterian Church, its pastors or staff will never
solicit any personal financial information by phone,
email or text. If you receive one of these messages.
Disregard the message. Do not reply to it as this lets
the scammer know that the email address is valid.
Don’t be a victim!

Left to right: Lex Baker, Ford Scott, Zane Morris,
and Michael Frost received their Eagle Scout award.

Four Boy Scouts earn Eagle Scout awards

Michael Frost, Lex Baker, Ford Scott and Zane Morris received Scouting’s highest rank — the Eagle Scout
award at a November 22 court of honor outside under
the white tent.
Ford Scott is the son of John and Ashley Scott. Zane
Morris is the son of Milton and Alexis Morris.
Michael Frost is the son of Bryon and Brandon Frost,
and Lex Baker is the son of Kirby and Lisa Baker of
Mullins.
Eagle Scout and council president Porter Stewart congratulated the Scouts and Eagle Scout Mike Nunn
charged the Scouts to always live by the Scout oath and
law.
Lex, Michael, Ford & Zane are Eagle Scouts number
100-103 for our longtime Scoutmaster Tim Fisher.
First Presbyterian Church has awarded 336 Eagle Scouts
since it started a Scouting ministry in 1928.

birthdays

DEcember 1
Mary Lee Evans
William Jones
Allen McCall

DECember 2

Liza Commander
Claudia Ervin
Julie Ham
David Porter
Mary Lynn Williamson

DECember 3

Bobbie Sue Bratton
Emma Eason

DECember 4
Annette Eason
Vicky McCall
Joey McMillan

DECember 5

Gracyn Alexander
Campbell Frost
Michele Lewis
Linda Westbrook
Amelia Whitehead
Emily Whitehead

DECember 6

William Hemmingsen
Fred Swearingen
Matt Tyler

DECember 7
Will McMillan

DECember 9
Jessie Moss
Powers Rogers

DECember 19

Marie O’Harra

Meredith Banner
Olivia Emert
Palmer Kirkpatrick
Darby Moore
Cille Scott

DECember 12

DECember 20

DECember 14

DECember 21

DECember 11

John Wyatt Temple
DeAnn Tiller
Jack Williams
Isam Zakhour

DECember 15

Haley Davis

Elizabeth Coward
Sam Dozier
Kara Morgan
Carolyn Vaught

Adele Kassab
Meg Temple
Nancy Thompson

DECember 22

DECember 16

Jennifer Grimsley
Hannah Welch

Chris Alexander
Caroline Genoble
Cory Swearingen
Kyle Swearingen
Jackie Williams

DECember 17
Nik Casstevens
Jennie Harwell
Brittany Mimms
Melanie Neal

DECember 18

David Banner
Jacqueline Clancy
George Harrington
Rebecca Haynes
Dave O'Harra

Sarah Nell Harwell

DECember 24

DECember 25
Amy Wood

DECember 26

Laurel Casstevens
Bridge Jernigan
Caroline Toniolo

DECember 27
Allen Griffin
Mike Lavespere
Milton Morris

DECember 28
Kendall Babb
Laura Marechal

DECember 29
Hayns Harris
Ian Johnson
Melba Whitesides

DECember 30

Jack Halus
Paulina Halus
Melanie Hemmingsen
Kate Moore
Tara Newton
Teresa Stewart
Brent Tiller

DECember 31

Cynthia Knudsen
Mary Catherine 		
Rawlinson
Nigel Watt
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fellowship

Christmas Eve
4 AND 6 P.M. THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24
RSVP FOR CHILD CARE NO LATER THAN FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18
843-662-2583 or email tstewart@florencefirst.org

The Living Nativity
This year, our Children’s Ministry Living Nativity
is moving to video in response to the coronavirus. …
Once taping and editing are complete, an email will be
sent to the congregation. The Living Nativity will be
posted on our website, www.florencefirst.org.
Look for the link coming in December
and hear again this wonderful story
from the comfort and safety of your own home.

children’s ministry

Families, I hope this Jessie Tree devotional helps you
enjoy nurturing your child’s faith at home during this
Advent season. God’s story leads to Jesus. Jessie trees
have been used for centuries to illustrate this.
During Advent we wait for the birth of Jesus… and we
wait for Jesus to come again.
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Center. I am drawn in by the four steps: Breathe, Read,
Wonder, and Pray.
Be still. Believe. The One who created us wants to be in
relationship with us! And He sent his Son, our Savior
to make that possible…and to help us. Such an amazing gift…and born in a stable.

Joy and Peace,
Families of elementary children and younger should
receive their copy of this devotional in the mail. Additional copies will be available at church in the Welcome
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fellowship

Turkey Trot benefits Emerts

Matt Robertson / Morning News Staff Reports
More than 100 registered runners hit the streets around Briggs Elementary School on Thanksgiving for
Florence’s eighth annual Turkey Trot. The event was smaller than previous years, with 136 running this
year, but it was still a good turnout in a time of COVID-19, said organizer Stephen Thompson. The annual
race raises money for missionaries from First Presbyterian Church working in Zambia, Thompson said.

Dinner and a Movie

For a time of fellowship, families gathered under the tent to have pizza and watch Charlie Brown’s Thanksgiving. On Wednesday night, December 9, at 5:45 p.m.the fellowship unit will host a chili dinner under the
tent.

Youth Ministry

youth ministry
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This month we have had small groups on Sunday
Nights, Wednesday night discussions on the Psalms,
Sunday School on Proverbs, Tuesday mornings at
Bazen’s working our way through Philippians, and a
Thursday Morning Hangout at the Bean Bar.
Our small groups have been connecting with each
other and their leaders, and our students are hungry to
learn and understand what the Bible has to say about
their lives.
One Wednesday night this month, we studied Psalm
100 thinking in particular about verse 3, “Know that
the Lord is God. It is he who made us, and we are his;
we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.” We have
been considering what the Bible has to say about our
identity, our purpose, and our security compared with
the messages of the secular world.
A Thursday night earlier this month a few of our students were playing football and cheerleading.
The morning of Thursday, November 19, we had 11
students show up at Bean Bar on West Palmetto to
drink coffee, connect, and enjoy being together. Who
could have guessed that many students would show up
anywhere at 7 in the morning?!

As we are heading into the Advent Season, we are kicking things off in the youth group with the questions,
“Does the birth of Jesus matter? Why?” and “What
does it mean for my life?”
Join us in prayer as we seek to cultivate a community that walks in the way of the Lord Jesus. And if you
want to get involved, please reach out to me at pjones@
florencefirst.org. If you want to join me in meeting with
students at Bazen’s on a Tuesday Morning or sharing
some of your story on Sunday night or maybe you have
a new idea – let’s talk and pray about it together!

We recently (re)hired Christina Garrett, AKA Taiter, as
the Girls Ministry Coordinator, and we are very excited Peace & Blessings,
to have her back in the mix. She has wealth of experiPalmer
ence, knowledge, and love when it comes to ministering to students.

If you want to get involved, please reach out to
Palmer Jones at pjones@florencefirst.org.
If you want to join in meeting with students at
Bazen’s on a Tuesday Morning or sharing some
of your story on Sunday night or maybe you
have a new idea – let’s talk and pray about it
together!
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