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SESSION
HIGHLIGHTS
Greetings in the name of the Lord!
It is written in Micah 6:8. ...And what does the Lord
require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to
walk humbly with your God.

The session is thankful for Butch and for all of you “behind the scenes” people. You are the “essential workers”
of this church. People, who don’t seek the limelight,
often shine a lot of light themselves.

One of the times I felt the presence of the Holy Spirit
This is a favorite verse that I try to remember in my
the strongest here, was when I was on the front lawn
daily walk.
wiping hot chocolate spills off of a table after the Living
Nativity, when most everyone else had gone. There are
What does it mean to walk humbly with our God? That no small jobs in Kingdom work.
is a good question.
As we move out of the pandemic, won't you consider
Although Darryl or Chris would be able to explain this getting plugged in here, in some “small” way? What has
much better than I could, I can tell you what it looks
God prepared in advance for you to do in our church
like.
or community? The harvest is plentiful...
I recently had the privledge of writing a letter of appreciation from the Session to outgoing Deacon Butch
Carroll. He has quietly and faithfully served the Lord
at this church for many years, as an Elder, Deacon,
Confirmand leader, VBS volunteer and so much more.
Think of the many lives he has touched!

When reprioritizing your commitments post COVID,
remember that there is nothing in this world more
meaningful or significant than serving others, while
walking humbly with the Lord.
In Christ,
Debbie Jackson
Clerk of Session
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Amelia, Weaver, Hugh, and James
Whitehead (shown here with their
parents, Emily and Weave) flower
the cross on Easter.

from the senior pastor / head of staff 3

God is Light
Dear Church Family,
It is often amidst suffering that we see the Lord’s hand
most clearly at work. Do not think it strange if you suffer when following the Lord; it is a normal part of the
Christian life. Our Savoir died on a cross. And, He told
us to pick up our cross daily and faithfully follow in
the way of the Father. The joy comes in knowing that
the Cross is followed by Resurrection, and all along the
way we are becoming more like Jesus.
In dealing with the struggles that seem to go with this
covid season, John’s writings are so encouraging. The
tender love that we find in and between the Father, Son
and Holy Spirit in John 13-17 is a sanctuary for the
heart. The clarity with which John writes is a comfort
amidst confusion. Sometimes we need the words of I
John in which things are stated in stark, simple terms
of truth: there is light and there is darkness; the Christ
and the Anti-Christ; love and hate. The Greek in I John
1:5 is emphatic: “God is light and there is absolutely no
darkness whatsoever in Him—none!” The powerful
simplicity of John gives us our bearings for daily life.

their restrictions to allow visitors. I love Mike’s warm
and caring heart. Welcome back, brother! We have
some good candidates before us for our open positions,
and I have the sense that God is overseeing our progress. Stay tuned for updates.

We are about to welcome new church officers; we will
have a new covenant partners class soon; and, finances
are solid despite a dip of giving in April. On the pages you will see a number of fun times of fellowship,
Hardship and persecution seems to be much more a
part of life for our brothers and sisters across the globe, including an upcoming confirmand retreat; a concert
on May 19 with Mid-life Crisis (they played at our last
and God is moving among them in powerful ways.
concert and were wonderful!) and the Women in MinWe will hear more about missions this month:
istry Spring Banquet on May 17.
•
This Sunday, May 2 our missionary partner
Cody Watson will join us for a joint 10am Sunday
God is faithful, and all of these things are in the palm
School, and during both worship services.
•
On May 9, Heather Taylor will update us on the of His Hand. May His light shine in our hearts, for in
Him there is no darkness whatsoever.
House for Hope during worship.
•
On May 16, our missionary partner Carol
Peace,
Crom will be with us for both a joint 10am Sunday
School and during worship.
•
Jeremy Emert and I have been in touch this
week, and we are planning for him to visit us in November.
God’s hand is also over our staff transitions. I am
pleased to say that since our circumstances are improving, Rev. Mike Fleenor will be able to resume visiting.
He is fully vaccinated, and places are now loosening
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from the associate pastor

A Thought or Two Challenging You Toward Discipleship

Love swells in God’s heart
I have been involved in discipleship all of my ministry
years, and it continues to be a passion of mine. I truly
believe the church’s primary call is to make disciples. I
have had the joy of walking with close to 30 men over
a year span of time. In that time, we thought together about what a mature believer looks like; how do
we move from participating to leading people; what
are our giftings for ministry that God has given us
(Ephesians 4’s Apostle, Prophet, Evangelist, Shepherd
Teacher); prayer; how do we know who it is we are to
disciple; etc.
You may or may not have visited our denomination’s
website. On it in bold lettering it states Building Flourishing Churches That Make Disciples of Jesus Christ.
ECO is committed to making disciples so they have
developed another site that is solely committed to offering resources that help make disciples. This companion
website is called Flourish Movement, www.flourishmovement.org. One of the resources is the Discipleship
360 Assessment. I have copied the link here for you:
www.flourishmovement.org/assessments/discipleship-360-assessment/.
If you are interested in taking this $15 assessment I
would like to talk to you. Our discipleship unit would
consider getting you signed up for free.
I have been introduced to many resources that seek to
enhance discipleship and I am currently reading Peter
Scazzero’s new book, Emotionally Healthy Discipleship:
Moving from Shallow Christianity to Deep Transformation. Peter writes this:
“What are the beneath the surface failures that undermine deep discipleship and keep people from becoming spiritually mature?
•
Failure 1: We tolerate emotional immaturity.
•
Failure 2: We choose to do for God rather than
be with God.
•
Failure 3: We ignore the treasures of church
history (my addition: such as Catholic, Pentecostal,
Orthodox, etc. insights)
•
Failure 4: We define success wrongly.
We must address these failures in our own lives first,
then in our equipping of others, and finally, in creating

healthy, biblical communities that provide a context
for serious discipleship. To do so effectively we need a
transformative discipleship pathway.

Notice the progression. Most people begin their discipleship journey as attenders who participate in a
church or community. If they are seeekers, often there
is a seeker-targeted course or other one-on-one opportutunies to explore faith in Jesus. The long-term goal is
to help our people experience deep change within the
context of community life so they can progress to the
final circle on the right-to multiply by making disciples,
thus impacting the world as Jesus commanded (Matthew 28:18-20).”pp. 24-25
I would love to talk to you about your discipleship
path, and I would like to try help you. I know Darryl or
any of the elders would, as well. Let us be challenged to
a life of discipleship to Jesus!

from the church administrator
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Toward a Healthier Church

Practice concientious parking
Campus Parking

As we continue to re-open and more of our covenant
partners and guests are returning to in person Sunday
School and worship, I thought it would be a good time
for a hospitality reminder as it relates to parking on
Sunday morning and during special events. We have
plenty of on-campus parking and ample handicap accessible parking in the lot behind the Sanctuary adjacent to the Jenkins Fellowship Hall.

Thank you, Preston Marshall!

As part of his Eagle Scout project, Preston led a group
of Scouts from Troop
477 in repairing potholes in church driveways and parking lots.
Preston surveyed the
needed areas, developed
a supply list, secured
funding and purchased
the necessary materials
Park only in designated spaces
to make the repairs.
This is a safety issue. Drivers and pedestrians need
He also recruited and
to be able to see and be seen in the church parking
supervised the Scouts
lots. Please avoid parking in a manner than blocks or
(AKA “The Pothole Parestricts the traffic lanes in the parking lot. Also, please
trol”) during the repair
avoid blocking sidewalk access points, this includes the
process. Thank you,
area near the Sanctuary in front of the columbarium
Preston and Troop 477!
and Memory Garden.

Observe Handicap parking

We have reserved parking spaces marked for use by
our members and guest who have significant mobility
impairments. Please observe these signs.

Do not block driveway entrances

Please be sure that your vehicle does not extend into
the driveway entrance. This is a safety concern for people attempting to enter from or exit onto Park Avenue.
It could also present an obstacle to first responders
(Fire, Medic, Police) in the event of an emergency on
campus. Also, make sure that your vehicle does not
extend into the sidewalk on Park Avenue. The sidewalk
along Park Avenue is under city jurisdiction and vehicles blocking the sidewalk could be subject to a citation
or possible towing.

Quarterly Contribution Statements

By now, all covenant partners should have received
your quarterly contribution statements for the first
quarter of 2021 (January - March).Thanks to the
continued generosity of our covenant partners the
current financial condition of the church remains
sound despite the economic impact of COVID-19.
Your contribution statements are intended to serve as
a reminder of your commitment to faithfully support
the ministries of First Presbyterian Church. If you have
questions or need additional information please contact Gwen DuRant, 843-662-2583 or email gdurant@
Practice ‘Sacrificial Parking’
florencefirst.org. Thank you for your faithful support,
As a show of hospitality, I would like to encourage all
both financially and with your time and talent, of First
able-bodied covenant partners to begin or continue the
Presbyterian Church.
practice of “sacrificial parking” by reserving the closer
parking spaces for our guests and for those in the congregation with mobility issues.
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from the congregational care assistant

Living in Obedience
PHILIPPIANS 2:12-13
One question I remember asking when I was a child
was: “Do I have to?” Usually I asked it when my
mother told me to do something such as clean my
room or rake the leaves in the yard or help with the
laundry. I did not want to disobey my mother.
In a similar fashion I do not want to disobey the
LORD. Obedience to the Lord is an important part of
our Christian journey. Sometimes we fail or simply
do not want to obey the Lord’s command. In the first
part of Chapter 2 in Philippians (2:1-11), Paul has set
the example of the obedience of Jesus to the LORD
through the cross event for the salvation or deliverance or rescue of humanity. This example is given so
that we might be obedient to the LORD.
Paul begins the transition into the next passage with
“wste”, which is translated, therefore. The word can
also be translated; for the purpose of or so that. The
section of Paul’s letter preceding these verses introduced by therefore, is a Christian hymn declaring the
human perfection of Jesus. Because Jesus lived his life
and death on a cross in perfect obedience, Paul expects the Philippians to live in obedience to the Lord
and Jesus. As a result of the salvation brought to earth
by the cross of Jesus, we as Jesus’ followers are to live
in authentic obedience to him.
Our obedience to Jesus is influenced by our calling
and personal gifts in service to God. Paul challenges
the Philippians to “create your own salvation with fear
and trembling, for God is at work in you both to will
and go work for his good pleasure (Philippians 2:1213).” Paul uses the word; “work, twice in this passage
to indicate God’s action. It appears that Paul may be
saying salvation is a work in the human life. The way
we live is our work, we cannot deliver ourselves, only
God can deliver us. We are saved from our own destruction when we are called to follow Christ. We, in
this age, are well aware of people who do not respond
to the call of God and simply are lost or not found
or not saved. I believe the first part of this passage:
“Create your own salvation” means we are to accept

REV. MIKE
FLEENOR’S BLOG
https://onepastorsponderings.
wordpress.com/

God’s call but we also are to make this call our own.
Each individual creates a response to the salvation
call. Your salvation will be created much different
than mine. Our response to salvation is created as a
follower of Jesus with one’s own fear and trembling.
My Christian journey has been full of fear and trembling, which identifies two kinds of fear, first respect,
and then dread that we may fail. I believe this means
we have freedom to respond to God’s action to save
us. The way we obey God is chosen by us but directed by God. This is another Christian paradox of life.
We work or create our own response to Jesus’ saving
action, but God through the Holy Spirit works in our
actions for God’s purpose and will. We cannot create
or work for ourselves as followers of Jesus unless we
are seeking and searching for God. We seek God after
receiving salvation from Jesus with fear and trembling.
We are to have a healthy respect for God. Our attitude
towards God always asked the question: Am I in the
will of my Father? Jesus, in the Garden on Passover
after the meal with his disciples, prays not to face
crucifixion. He then prays to his Father for the Father’s will to be done. We as Jesus’ followers would not
have salvation without Jesus’ work on the cross. It is
Jesus who creates salvation and we are to respond with
obeying the Father’s will. I believe the LORD does
not call or ask us to do a work that we cannot do. The
LORD will send us the Spirit to work in us to accomplish the will of the LORD.

winshape
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Ultimate day camp coming
this summer to our campus
Registration is open for the summer of a lifetime close
to home! WinShape Camps for Communities brings the
ultimate day camp right to First Presbyterian Church the
week of July 26, combining fun, faith and friendship into an
action-packed week. Campers completing grades K5-8 cultivate their God-given skills and talents in a mix of indoor
and outdoor moments. Register today at https://camps.
winshape.org/day-camps/1091
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child development center

Garden fun

Children in the 4K class planted a garden in
their outdoor area on Earth Day. Among the
plants are peppers, beans, herbs, and melons.

child development center

Congratulations to our 4K graduates!
Oh, the Places You’ll Go! by Dr. Seuss: “You’re off to Great Places! So be sure when you step, Step with care
and great tact. You’ll get mixed up, of course, as you already know. Oh the places you’ll go!
Things may happen and often do to people as brainy and footsy as you.” Congratulations!

Hayes Brookens

Reames Evans

Henry Fast

Ansley Gaskins

Ford Hofler

Amelia Johnson

Smith McMillan

Colton Miles

Alexandra Moore

Braxton Pfleger

Avery Powell

Grace Prescott

Katon Sanderson

Murray Sanderson

Langley Smith
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calendar

SUNDAY, MAY 2		
9:00 AM Contemporary Worship
9:30 AM Rehearsal: JFH
10:00 AM Catechism: CLC
10:00 AM Sunday School
10:40 AM Congregational Meeting
11:00 AM Traditional Worship
12:00 PM Church Picnic
2:00 PM Boy Scouts: JFH
MONDAY, MAY 3
1:45 PM Private Event: JFH
5:30 PM Stretch Your Faith
7:00 PM Boy Scouts: CLC
7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study: Welcome Center
TUESDAY, MAY 4		
CDC Art Show gallery
9:30 AM WIM Coordinator’s Team Meeting: JFH
11:00 AM WIM Bible Moderators: Lawson-Rain
7:00 PM Youth
WEDNESDAY, MAY 5		
6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
THURSDAY, MAY 6
7:00 AM Men’s Bible Study: Room 202
10:30 AM Prayer Group: LR
1:00 PM Bible Study: Zoom
6:00 PM CDC Art Show: Welcome Center
7:00 PM Youth: CLC
SATURDAY, MAY 8
6:00 AM Parking Lot Mission
9:00 AM WIM Bread & Fish

SUNDAY, MAY 9		
MOTHER’S DAY
9:00 AM Contemporary Worship
9:30 AM Rehearsal: JFH
10:00 AM Catechism: CLC
10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Traditional Worship
MONDAY, MAY 10
5:30 PM VBS Leadership Training: JFH
5:30 PM Stretch Your Faith
6:30 PM Women of Grace: Home of Barbara Maffett
7:00 PM Boy Scouts: CLC
7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study: Welcome Center
TUESDAY, MAY 11 		
10:00 AM WIM Joyful Hearts: Room 100
10:00 AM WIM Posies and Petals: JFH
10:00 AM WIM Sonflowers: LR
12:00 PM WIM Soul Sisters: JFH
3:00 PM WIM Serenity: LR
7:00 PM Girl Scouts: Scout Room
7:00 PM Youth
WEDNESDAY, MAY 12		
6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
6:30 PM WIM Women of Valor
THURSDAY, MAY 13
7:00 AM Men’s Bible Study: Room 202
10:30 AM Prayer Group: LR
1:00 PM Bible Study: Zoom
5:00 PM Betsy Johnson: JFH
6:30 PM CDC Graduation Parade
7:00 PM Youth: CLC
SATURDAY, MAY 15
Confirmand Retreat

calendar

SUNDAY, MAY 16		
Confirmand Retreat
9:00 AM Contemporary Worship
9:30 AM Rehearsal: JFH
10:00 AM Catechism: CLC
10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Traditional Worship
MONDAY, MAY 17
5:30 PM Stretch Your Faith
6:30 PM WIM Spring Celebration: CLC
7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study: Welcome Center
TUESDAY, MAY 18			
6:30 PM Board of Deacons
7:00 PM Youth
WEDNESDAY, MAY 19		
5:30 PM Midlife Crisis Concert:
			 Front Lawn
THURSDAY, MAY 20
7:00 AM Men’s Bible Study: Room 202
10:30 AM Prayer Group: LR
1:00 PM Bible Study: Zoom
7:00 PM Youth: CLC
SATURDAY, MAY 22
5:00 PM Private Event: JFH
All Day Event: Leadership Florence: CLC
SUNDAY, MAY 23		
9:00 AM Contemporary Worship
9:30 AM Rehearsal: JFH
10:00 AM Catechism: CLC
10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Traditional Worship
3:00 PM Eagle Scout Court of Honor
5:00 PM Trinity Collegiate Baccalaureate Service

MONDAY, MAY 24
5:30 PM Stretch Your Faith
5:30 PM VBS Leadership: JFH
7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study: Welcome Center
TUESDAY, MAY 25
6:30 PM Session
7:00 PM Girl Scouts
7:00 PM Youth
WEDNESDAY, MAY 26		
6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
THURSDAY, MAY 27
7:00 AM Men’s Bible Study: Room 202
10:30 AM Prayer Group: LR
1:00 PM Bible Study: Zoom
7:00 PM Youth: CLC
SUNDAY, MAY 30
10:00 AM Combined Worship Service
MONDAY, MAY 31 MEMORIAL DAY
Church Office Closed
5:30 PM Stretch Your Faith
7:00 PM Boy Scouts: CLC
7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study:
			 Welcome Center
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Remember in Prayer
Extended Care

Sympathy

Commander Nursing Center
Jessie Moss

Stan Gaddy, loss of his mother
Chris Handley, loss of his stepfather
Houlton Losah, loss of his father
Isla Louise McCoy, loss of her sister

Home
Adele Kassab
Glenn Odom
Lowman Home
Mac King
Methodist Manor
Joyce Floyd
Marie Jordan
Maria Whitehead
Presbyterian Community
Ann Cash
Helen Foster
Aaron Leland
Clariann Kellam

Lord, Hear
Our Prayer

Memorials

Hannah Carpenter
Lillian Smith

Sick & Recovering
Butch Carroll
Kent Caudle
Aubrey Crawford
Kit Fulmer
Sherrill Fussell
Linda Lawson
Isla Louise McCoy
Jessie Moss
Johnny Stoupenos
Fred Swearingen
Martha Tyson
Shannon Watt
Jack Williams

Elders
Tabatha Davis
Mike Nunn

Deacons

Kim Hawkins
Ashley Hylton

Households
FLOCK 1: Diane Rouse
FLOCK 2: Alan and Anne Floyd
FLOCK 3: Mark and Anne Hanna, Heyward and Elizabeth Anne
FLOCK 4: Christa and Drew Godwin
FLOCK 5: Mary Lynn Williamson
FLOCK 6: Rufus and Bobbie Sue Bratton
FLOCK 7: Philip Baugh

Births

Gamble Grace Dozier, daughter of Justin and Amy Dozier, was born on March 31

Mission

PADD
Carol Crom, Entrust

Women in Ministry
Sue Shin
Jane Slagle

Sunday School Teachers
Rob Hall
Martha Nance

Staff

Kim Brauss
Mike Fleenor

missions
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God’s Work in our Community
Presbyterian Agency for
the Developmentally Disabled
One of the local missions First Presbyterian Church
supports is the Presbyterian Agency for the Developmentally Disabled (PADD), which exists for the benefit
of developmentally disabled adults.
PADD is a non-profit 501(c)3 corporation chartered in
South Carolina in the 2000.

Its mission is to provide the highest quality of life
and the greatest possible level of independence for
each resident within the context of a community-based residential facility.

God’s Work Around the World
Carol Crom,
Entrust

begin a Facilitating Relational Learning (FRL) course
in January 2019 for a group of eager Filipino women
who have little access to biblical training. Changes at
the coordinating
church forced a
cancellation. Guess
Greetings, dear friends and partners,
what? The week they
In a recent conversation with the director of a large
were supposed to be
foundation in Chicago that supports Entrust’s work in
at the retreat house
Africa, I mentioned that I see my role as Director of
for this module, the
Donor Relations being similar to a bridge connecting
nearby Taal volcano
Entrust’s field staff and projects to people with a paserupted. Had they
sion to help meet those needs. In this process, there are
been there, they
at least three opportunities for praising God:
would have been
1.
When a donation is received, Entrust staff gives
buried in ashes! In
thanks as we see God's provision for his calling on our
April 2020, the group
lives and for the work.
decided to try again.
2.
Those who benefit from activities made posThat course was
sible because of those resources rejoice when they get
postponed by travel and meeting restrictions imposed
the needed training, food, safe space, medical care, or
other expressions of God’s love being lived out.
due to the pandemic. A further attempt in November
2020 to offer the training online wasn’t possible due to
3.
When results and stories are reported back to
a super typhoon that destroyed homes and power lines.
the ministry partners who prayed and provided the
Despite so many setbacks, the coordinators and particresources, they praise God for how he used their gifts
ipants continued to pray for God to open the doors so
for his kingdom.
this training could happen. The Philippines’ first-ever
FRL will take place twice a week, April 6 – May 15,
I can’t wait to be with you again when I’m in South
Carolina, May 8-31, to fulfill the third point in this cy- online. What an amazing testimony to these women’s
cle in person, sharing what God is doing through your perseverance and hunger to be better equipped to lead
prayers and support. Here is a peek: Emily was set to
small groups and share God’s word.
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women in ministry

All Women are invited to attend the Women in Ministry

Annual Spring Celebration
Monday, May 17, 2021
6:30 – 8:30 p.m. in the Life Center
Guest Speaker: Wendy Blight
Wendy is a wife, mother, author, Bible teacher, attorney, and the
Biblical Content Specialist for Proverbs 31 Online Bible Studies.
Her heart’s desire is to help women fall in love with God’s word.
To learn it, pray it, and know it with confidence they can tackle any
problem life presents through it. Wendy has written four books,
including I Know His Name: Discovering Power in the Name of God,
Living So That: Making Faith-Filled Choices in the Midst of a Messy
Life, Hidden Joy in a Dark Corner, and her newest one I Am Loved:
Walking in the Fullness of God’s Love. She has been a featured guest
on Oprah Radio, the 700 Club, Family Life Today with Dennis
Rainey, Revive our Hearts with Nancy Leigh DeMoss, and Building Relationships with Dr. Gary Chapman. Wendy’s favorite place
to be is at home in Charlotte, writing and enjoying time with her
husband, Monty, and their two children, Lauren and Bo.
Dinner will be served.

•

Nursery will be provided with RSVP to the church office by May 10.

Women in Ministry Circle meetings
Bread and Fish
Joyful Hearts
Posies and Petals
Prayer Warriors
SonFlowers
Soul Sisters
Serenity
Women of Grace
Women of Valor*

May 8
May 11
May 11
May 11
May 11
May 11
May 11
May 10
May 12

9 a.m.
10 a.m.
10 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
10 a.m.
noon
3 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Call Peggy Swearingen
Pilgrim Classroom
Jenkins Fellowship Hall
Lawson-Rain Chapel
Lawson-Rain Chapel
Jenkins Fellowship Hall
Lawson-Rain Chapel
3002 Japonica Lane
Room 202

*Childcare available. Schedule a week in advance with Teresa Stewart in the church office, tstewart@florencefirst.org.

vbs
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VBS 2021
June 21-24
9 to 11:45 a.m.
Join us for VBS 2021! We will kick-off VBS Monday morning, June 21, and run through Thursday, June 24. Online registration will open April 1 for children who have finished 5K-5th grade
(preschool/nursey program available for children/grandchildren of volunteers only).
There is limited space this year because of covid protocols, so please register early! Unfortunately, due to covid safety issues, we will not allow walk-ins or “day of ” registrants.
Please contact Heather Taylor at handmtaylor@yahoo.com or 404-783-8878 if you are interested
in volunteering!
Register online: www.myvbs.org/firstpresflorence
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children’s ministry

“I thank my God every time I remember you.
In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.” Philippians 1:3-5

TEACHER
APPRECIATION

Thank you,Teachers!
You share your faith with our covenant children.
You disciple our covenant children every week.
At infant baptism, we as covenant partners are
asked, “Do we, in the name of the whole church of
Christ undertake with these parents the Christian
nurture of the child, so that in due time he/she
may confess faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior?” We always answer, “yes.” Covenant partners
fulfill this vow in many ways, but surely teaching
our covenant children in Sunday school, in Bible
Drill, and Catechism speaks to this baptismal vow.
Thank you, teachers, for teaching our children.
Thank you for loving them and leading them so
well. I pray God richly bless your effort in the lives
of these children.
In His service with you,

4K-5K		
Janet Brand, Kendall Brand-McGowan
FIRST, SECOND GRADE
Renee and Eddie McRae, Jan Bray
THIRD, FOURTH GRADE
Jan Green, Karen McBride
FIFTH GRADE
Debbie Elliott, Frances Rogers
SIXTH GRADE
Sally Dameron, Tara Newton
BIBLE DRILL
Ellen Wilhoit
CATECHISM
Betsey Moore, Mike Lavespere, Billy McBride,
and Laura Anne and Jack Hofler

children’s ministry

CONFIRMATION
FAITH JOURNEY
Please pray for our confirmands and mentors as they
continue to walk together during this special time in
their faith journeys. Confirmands and mentors will
have a retreat at Look Up Lodge in May 15-16.

CONFIRMAND		
Eliza Blanton			
Ben Carter			
Alex Cotran			
Will Evans			
David Frost			
Heyward Hanna		
Thomas Hardee		
Wells McBride			
Jackson Mozingo		
Julianne Newton 		
Mary Tiller Rabon		
Anne Evans Scott		

MENTOR
Elizabeth McLean
Charlie Caldwell
Mike Lavespere
Weave Whitehead
Robert Moore
Paul Davis
Erik Marechal
Jim Moseley
Don Hebert
Sally Dameron
Amy Williams			
Tabatha Davis

Eliza Blanton

Ben Carter

Alex Cotran

Will Evans

David Frost

Heyward Hanna

Thomas Hardee

Wells McBride

Jackson Mozingo

Jules Newton

Mary Tiller Rabon

Anne Evans Scott
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birthdays

may 1

May BIRTHDAYS

Wanda Hill

may 2

Amy Dozier

May 3

Amanda Bostick
Sarah Elizabeth Rainwater

may 4

Noha Cotran
Melanie DuBose
Cissy Hicks
Mya-Rose Losah
Gwen Misurella

may 5

may 11

may 25

may 12

may 26

Caroline Babb
Carter Brand
Kim Brauss
Melaine Campbell
Barbara Montgomery
Robin Halus

may 14

Breck Granger
Thomas Rogers

may 15

Stephanie Spivey

Ruth Bertram
Hank Moree
Lynn Porter
Sonny Slaughter
Austin Tyler
Jim Frederick
Ben Green
Jim Poston
Zip Vassy

may 27

Madison Sprenger
Richmond Wilhoit

MAY 28

Ann Rodgers Chandler
Patti Vassy

may 16

Elizabeth Anne Hanna

Graham Emerson
Masters Emerson

may 6

may 17

MAY 30

Ellen Pearson

May 7

Barbara Meeks

may 8

Mac Burch
Carolyn Pearce
Peete Smiley

may 9

Camp Blanton
Jennifer Foxworth
Christi Gasque
Anne Hanna
Hayes Hofler
Liam Hughes

may 10

Libby Fuller
Lee Gandy
Ella Warner
Lilly Williams

Emma Blanton
Allison Johnson

may 19

Meredith Dozier
Donna Grubb
Jack Hofler

may 21

Sasha Hall
Donald Heath
Andy Jeffords

may 22

Mary Lynn van Witzenburg

may 24

Carol Banner
Kelly Molnar

Tomi Jean Cleveland
Henry Fast
Danielle Guinn
Hunter Scott

MAY 31

Erin Lewis

youth ministry
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Youth Ministry
We’ve been enjoying the weather warming up, taking
more opportunities to be outside. The updates to the
youth rooms have continued, as we have been slowly
acquiring new furniture and continuing to clean things
out.
The majority of the lessons have been out of Romans
and John Owen’s On the Mortification of Sin, which is
challenging, convicting, and oddly comforting in many
ways. Romans 8:13 offers a definition of mortification,
“…by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body.”
Although these words might cause some of us feelings
of shame, guilt, or fear of not doing enough or being
enough, we keep reading Romans 8:14-17:
For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of
God. For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to
fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of
adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” The
Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are
children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of
God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer
with him in order that we may also be glorified with
him.

This should bring us comfort because we are immediately reminded that primarily who we are in Christ is a
son of God, an heir and co-heir with Christ––children
of God! That is of primary importance––if we believe
and trust in our identity given to us by God through
Christ, only then we can do the hard work of “mortifying” sin out of a desire for holiness, and not out of fear,
guilt, or shame.
If we are mortifying sin or changing our behavior
simply out of a desire to please people or put our own
conscience at rest that will not last, and will likely lead
to disillusionment, frustration, and more pain. Mortification without an “interest in Christ” as Owen puts it,
is an empty task.
We’ve also had times of just enjoying being together, whether that’s with sidewalk chalk drawings, over
coffee at F.E. Pops, taking a walk around the church
grounds, playing Just Dance, even attempting to make
pancake art.
Peace,
Palmer
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