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ON THE COVER: Collins McBride waves 
as she and her mother, Karen, walk under 
one of  the new porticos going into church. 
See pages 8 and 9.

Our small “house” group from church.

The family at our Intensive graduation ceremony: Courtney 
and Jeremy, Olivia, Jude and Lincoln.

First Pres Fam!

We hope and pray you’re well! Hot season 
has begun here and we are feeling the temps 
rise while you guys are hopefully beginning 
to see some signs of cooler weather as fall 
approaches! 
And the good news for US is that we are 
gonna get to experience that colorful season 
WITH you! We head back for a three-and-
a-half month stateside visit in early October 
and will be in Florence for a good chunk of 
November. We CANNOT wait to see you, 
hug a whole bunch of necks, and hear what 
the Lord has been doing and teaching and 
speaking in your neck of the woods. He con-
tinues to meet us and lead us here in Zambia, 
and we hope to have a chance to swap some 
stories of the goodness of God while we are 
there! We continue to give Him thanks for 
your love and prayers and commitment to 
both Jesus AND to our family! Email Jeremy 
or me and let’s grab some coffee while we are 
in town! Can’t wait to see you all!

Love, 
Courtney (on behalf of the whole Emert 
Crew)

See Page 3 for more info on the Emert visit.

Emerts plan  
Florence visit 
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Looking Ahead
Dear Church Family,

As you may have seen on Realm, our beloved commu-
nications assistant Kim Brauss was approached by an-
other company, and offered a tremendous opportunity 
at ACS Technologies, which she has accepted.  While 
I am excited for her, I – and the whole staff – will miss 
her a great deal.  We love her, and she has a deep love 
for this place, as well.  She will help us have a smooth 
transition and will work with us on a part-time basis. 
Don has already been working on the details.  

These times of transition, which seem to keep coming 
during this season of Covid, is a good time to step back 
and evaluate things.  As such, I have a question for you: 
how useful do you find this newsletter?  If you read it 
regularly, please shoot me a quick email (devans@flor-
encefirst.org).  We use Realm and a number of avenues 
to communicate and we want to keep “what works.”  
Your response, and how many I receive, will help me 
gauge what is helpful. 

Looking ahead, this month we will conclude our series 
on Luke’s Gospel.  Over this past year we have seen a 
number of themes recur as Luke has focused on: the 
role of women; the poor and those at the margins of 
society; the banquet (“table fellowship”); Jesus critiqu-
ing the Pharisees; and to paraphrase Kenneth Bailey, 
we have seen in Jesus’ Parables a costly demonstration 
of unexpected love from Another on our behalf.  We 
have also repeatedly seen Luke’s interest in Geography 
in that (1) Luke initially focuses on Galilee, followed by 
(2) the travel narrative from chapters 9-19 (i.e. en route 
to Jerusalem—which underscores the theme of disci-
pleship), and then (3) the Gospel climaxes with Jesus’ 
death and resurrection in Jerusalem.  

There are several reasons why it is helpful to note these 
themes and structure.  First, it helps us read the Gos-
pel.  It makes things clearer, and in turn we can hear 
the message better.  This helps us remember it.  Also, 
by seeing the themes in Luke, it may help us come 
to the point where we can step back and identify the 
themes in our own lives.  Each one of us has experi-
enced pain, and ways in which God has worked.  

For example, we all have different hurts and fears – 
whether that be feeling alone; unwanted; not good 
enough; ignored; unaccepted; like “you can never do 
anything right;” that you are not sure that you will re-
ally have enough; that life feels unsafe; that you are un-
loved – whatever our theme might be we can see how 
the Gospel speaks directly to it.  This might explain 
why you resonate when you heard different parts of the 
Gospel, such as when you hear the Word say that God’s 
grace is sufficient for you.  Or that you are loved with 
an everlasting love.  Or that we have a sure and certain 
hope.  Or that Jesus will never leave you nor forsake 
you and He is with you to the very end of the age.  In 
other words, being attuned to the themes of our own 
life, helps us to hear and apply God’s truth each day.  

Finally, on Oct. 31, we will celebrate Kirkin’ of the 
Tartans at 10 a.m. with a fellowship meal afterward.  
During this service, we will take special note of our 
covenant partners who have died during this season of 
Covid.  We have not always been able to say goodbye 
due to restrictions, and so this recognition will be an 
intentional part of worship.  Also on this day, Jeremy 
and Courtney Emert will join us as part of the con-
gregation and will be here for the meal.  The following 
Sunday, Nov. 7, Jeremy will both preach here and share 
during the Sunday school hour.  More details to come.  

May God hold you by His grace as we enjoy the cooler 
weather. 

Peace, 

Staff  pose during a farewell lunch for Kim Brauss. 
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A Thought or Two Challenging You Toward Discipleship

I returned from Estes Park, Colorado, recently after 
participating in a gathering of people who lead Gospel 
City Movement’s like Helping Florence Flourish. I was 
thrilled to be invited to join this group of innovative 
leaders. Ruth Evans, who helps lead Atlanta’s move-
ment called Unite Us, got me invited. Eric Swanson, 
author of Transforming the City, is the convener. He 
guides leaders during this time through discussions 
related to strategic planning and best practices. 

One of the best practices I heard about is called School 
Connect out of Phoenix, Arizona. It was inspiring to 
hear how School Connect developed a faith-inspired 
movement to support administrators, teachers, as well 
as students. I hope that our school district could benefit 
from something similar. 

I returned from Colorado to participate in a volunteer 
day at HOPE Village (Tiny Houses) on the campus of 
House of Hope on Darlington Street in Florence. It 
was so encouraging to find 60 volunteers giving several 
hours on a Saturday to finish the work. Do you realize 
that when people give their time, it has a dollar value? 
If a group of 60 gives 3 hours of time that is 180 volun-
teer hours. If each hour of work given has a $15 value 
(and that is very reasonable) their time is worth $2,700. 
That’s a gift! 

One of the gems/thoughts out of my time in Estes Park 
came from hearing the leader of the Boston move-
ment, Jua Robinson. He said their organization (Boston 
Collaborative Ministries) deals with the “unaccept-
able realities” of their city. As we worked together on 
the campus of House of Hope, I realized that we were 
working to alleviate the “unacceptable realities” of 
homelessness in Florence. 

Please realize that as a disciple of Christ you and I are 
called to work to alleviate the “unacceptable realities” 
of Florence so that it may Flourish. As we do this work 
together, we become evidence of Christ’s coming King-
dom. Be challenged! 

Transforming our city

Top: Leaders in movements similiar to Helping  
Florence Flourish met for a seminar in Colorado.
Above: Volunteers help with the finishing touches for 
the HOPE Village landscaping.  
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The Normal of  Now
I am not a huge fan of the various social media plat-
forms. From time to time, however, I stumble across a 
Facebook post from a friend that makes me stop for a 
moment. The post might cause me to laugh. It might 
bring back a fond memory. Sometimes the post causes 
me to shake my head in anger, disbelief or frustration. 
Then there are those times that the post simply makes 
me stop and think “Hmmm?”  

That was the case a few weeks ago when I came across 
a post from a friend who is a church leadership consul-
tant. In the post, he shared the following from a blog by 
Seth Godin: “Time travelers should prepare for tough 
sledding. If you went back to 1820 or even 1920, all the 
sudden changes would discombobulate you. And the 
same is true for someone who came forward to today. 
We’ve got a deep-seated desire for things to go back to 
normal, the way we were used to. But this, this moment 
of ours is now normal. For now. And then, there will be 
another normal. There is no “the new normal”. Because 
that’s definitive. There’s simply the normal of now. A 
new normal. This too shall pass.” (Seth Godin - https://
seths.blog/2020/09/a-new-normal/)

This made me think about conversations I’ve had with 
our covenant partners in recent weeks as we continue 
to navigate the COVID-19 pandemic. I have heard 
people say, “I wish we could go back to the way it used 
to be.” Others say: “Well, this is the ‘new’ normal and 
we’ve got to figure out how to live into it!”  

As Seth Godin points out, there is no “new normal” 
simply the “normal of now.” Things change, and we 
adapt. Nature adapts to change. A tiny seed can break 
through concrete or asphalt. People and organizations 
adapt to change. Throughout history, the church has 
adapted to change and found ways to minister and 
grow in the midst of change. As we continue to move 
through the uncertainty of our day, I am reminded 
and encouraged by the teachings of Peter to the early 
church:

For you have been born again, not of perishable 
seed, but of imperishable, through the living and 
enduring word of God. For, “all people are like grass, 

and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; the 
grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of the 
Lord endures forever.” And this is the word that was 
preached to you. (1 Peter 1:24 -25, NIV) 
Whatever comes our way we can take comfort knowing 
the word of the Lord and His love endures forever.

Facts & Figures 
Later this month, all covenant partners will receive a 
quarterly contribution statement reflecting individual 
giving through the first 9 months of 2021. In order to 
carry out the Ministry Action Plan set forth by our 
pastors, program staff and the various ministry units 
of the Session, we need to receive contributions of 
$33,014 per week. The chart below shows a snapshot of 
our collective giving for the first 3 quarters (9 months) 
of 2021, through September 30, 2021. 

2021 Ministry Action Plan Summary

As the chart shows, our income for the year is running 
slightly below our expenses.  The good news is that 
we are current in our support of our missionaries and 
our commitment to the helping organizations that we 
support.  We have been able to do this thanks to the 
continued faithful support of our covenant partners. 
As we move through the remainder of 2021, let me 
encourage you to include continued financial support 
of the ministries and mission of First Presbyterian 
Church in your plans.  To learn more about the online 
giving option, visit our website www.florencefirst.org 
and click on the online giving link at the top right cor-
ner of the home page. 

Toward a Healthier Church

Pledge Gifts Received $895,674.00

Non-Pledge Gifts Received $214,624.00
Miscellaneous Income $9,402.00
Total 2021 Ministry Action 
Plan Receipts

$1,119,700.00

Total 2021 Ministry Action 
Plan Expenses

$1,134,658.00

Surplus (Deficit) ($14,958.00)
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REV. MIKE  
FLEENOR’S BLOG
https://onepastorsponderings.
wordpress.com/

Paul in Romans 1:8-13 gives thanks for the church 
in Rome and states his purpose in coming to them.  
“I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you 
(Romans 1:8).”  I believe it is important to for us as 
Christians to give thanks for the Church.  

First Presbyterian Church is an amazing Church, wit-
nessing to all ages and the community to the Lordship 
of Jesus. There is a privilege and a challenge to every 
Church to witness to the truth and to the Lordship of 
Jesus as the Christ sent from God. Paul states his in-
tention to come to Rome to share a spiritual gift with 
them. 

“For I am longing to see you so that I may share with 
you some spiritual gift to strengthen you (Romans 
1:11).”  Paul shows great respect for the church in 
Rome and hopes they will have mutual encourage-
ment for their ministry. Paul desires to go to the Ro-
man church in person to share a spiritual gift as well 
as being taught by them. When we attend the body of 
believers, the church, we are given the opportunity to 
share our gifts and to be taught by others.

The spiritual gift Paul seeks to share is God doing 
something new in the midst of the world through 
the Church. Both Jews and Gentiles will share in the 
promise of God to save all humanity. The Christ or 
Messiah was sent to all people. The spiritual gift is the 
full revelation of God’s grace in Jesus. Paul is laying 
the groundwork in this letter with his message that the 
Creator God keeps the promises made to the Jewish 
people. These promises are now made to the Gentile 
believers. The work of Jesus is the proof of this prom-
ise.  The work of Jesus is the witness of God in Jesus’ 
birth, life, death, resurrection and ascension. In Jesus, 
God has shown what is intended for each human crea-
ture.  Jesus, who is the clearest view of God’s character, 
had appeared to Paul as an apocalypse (revelation).   
This revelation is the motivation and stimulus for the 
entire ministry of Paul. This paragraph provides a kind 
of table of contents for the rest of the letter.  

The rest of the letter is a description of the Gospel.  
The overarching theme of Romans is that Jesus is the 
fulfillment of God’s promise made to Abraham as 

the first one to follow God.  Paul has undergone a 
complete change of worldview. Before the revelation 
about Jesus, Paul had been an advocate for a person to 
become a Jew to know God, but now Paul is changed 
to believe it is God’s intention to make Gentiles ac-
ceptable to God through faith and not through obe-
dience to the Law. Paul’s goal for himself before Jesus 
appeared to him was to be righteous. 

Now because of Jesus, Paul believes humanity is ac-
ceptable to God or righteous because they believe the 
promise God makes to them. Then their obedience 
comes from thanksgiving. This Gospel or Good News 
is the message which will overturn the world. God has 
entered the history of the world by showing Jesus is 
the proof of God’s promise to redeem not only Israel 
but the world. God shows clearer (reveals) the plan to 
bring all the created order under God’s Lordship by 
sending Jesus as God’s representative. Paul has a great 
vision in his ministry to share the Gospel with the 
world beyond Rome into Spain, which is the area of 
Western Europe. 

 

Thanksgiving for the Church
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Women in Ministry Circle meetings

Bread and Fish Oct. 9 9 a.m. Call Peggy Swearingen
Joyful Hearts Oct. 12 10 a.m. Room 100
Posies and Petals Oct. 12 10 a.m. Jenkins Fellowship Hall
Prayer Warriors Oct. 12 6:30 p.m. Lawson-Rain Chapel
SonFlowers Oct. 12 10 a.m.  Lawson-Rain Chapel
Soul Sisters Oct. 12 noon Jenkins Fellowship Hall
Serenity Oct. 12 3 p.m. Lawson-Rain Chapel
Women of Grace Oct. 11 6:30 p.m. 3002 Japonica Lane
Women of Valor* Oct. 13 6:30 p.m. Room 202

*Childcare available. Schedule a week in advance with Teresa Stewart in the church office, tstewart@florencefirst.org.

It’s not too late to join WiM’s Bible study Take 
Courage: A Study of Haggai by Jennifer Rothschild. 
 
We’ve learned that Haggai’s four sermons: 
•  challenged the people’s priorities 
•  encouraged the people
•  called them to faithfulness, and 
•  reminded the Jewish remnant that God’s prom-
ises will prevail.

Books are available through Renée McRae, 843-
992-2397 or All4McRaes@aol.com. We’ve watched 
Session 1’s video, which you can rent with the link 
below.  We’re all working on our personal study 
homework on pages 10-30 now.  You don’t want to 
miss this study that reminds us all to take courage 
for God is with us!

https://www.lifeway.com/en/product/take-cour-
age-video-sessions-rent-M00100499

Take Courage: Women’s study of Haggai

Women in Ministry’s aim is to strengthen our relationship with God and build each other up in the body of 
Christ. If you are not involved in a circle, please, join in for Christian fellowship and Bible study. We have a place 
for you! Call Renee McCrae at 843-992-2397 or email All4McRaes@aol.com.
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As we turn the calendar to October there is a buzz of 
activity happening in the CDC this month. We have 
almost one month of preschool over, and we are all 
settling back into our more structure time of preschool 
learning. 

The children, their parents and our CDC Staff and Ad-
visory Council enjoyed our time together at our CDC 
“Sneak-a-Peek” Open House the end of September. It 
was well attended, and the CDC Staff and parents espe-
cially enjoyed meeting and being together.

After a month of getting to know more about them-
selves and their friends and reviewing our classroom 
rules, the 3K and 4K Classes will return to our Creative 
Curriculum Series for the next six weeks. Our first 
Teaching Guide will feature “The Roads” Study.  The 
2K Preschool class will continue learning to recognize 
a letter of the alphabet and a number each week. They 
are also reviewing their shapes and colors and learning 
about one animal each week. 

October is always a fun month as the weather turns 
cooler and the fall festivities arrive. We will have our 
annual “Fall Festival” day this month and the chil-
dren and staff will gather in the CLC for some festival 
games and prizes. This is a time set aside for our CDC 
Staff and the children to enjoy together and is always a 
favorite event.

Later in October the preschool classes and the toddler 
classes will “Trick or Treat” to the church offices and 
enjoy a short and fun time with the church staff. For 
this fun event each class will make fun hats to wear to 
add to the celebration.

We are continuing to advertise and look to fill some 
of our vacant staff positions. Recently, we have added 
three new staff, a cook, and have a couple more waiting 
for their back ground checks to clear before they join 
us. Anyone interested in applying a caregiver and float-
er positions may apply by emailing their résumé to me 
at bhepler@florencefirst.org. 

Once we have the needed staff positions filled, we will 
be able to accommodate more of the children who are 
currently on our waiting list. 

Thank you again for opening the doors for this child 
development center ministry. It is a joy to serve among 
you as we minister to young families in the Florence 
area.

Blessings,

Greeting the new season with festivities
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Embracing God’s Word 
A Study in Matthew 

Join Us! 
Sunday’s, 5:30 - 7:00 PM 

Christian Life Center 
First Presbyterian Church 

September 12th - October 24th 
January 9th - February 20th 

Cost $10.00 

Register @ ______________ 
Lecture with women’s, men’s, couple’s small groups 

For more information contact ________________ 

 
“Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me...and you  

will find rest for your soul”  Matthew 11:29 

Embracing God’s Word 
A Study in Matthew 

Join Us! 
Sunday’s, 5:30 - 7:00 PM 

Christian Life Center 
First Presbyterian Church 

September 12th - October 24th 
January 9th - February 20th 

Cost $10.00 

Register @ ______________ 
Lecture with women’s, men’s, couple’s small groups 

For more information contact ________________ 

 
“Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me...and you  

will find rest for your soul”  Matthew 11:29 

Janet Brand,
janet81661@aol.com.

GriefShare meets from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on Mondays in the Welcome Center and 
Pilgrim Classroom at First Presbyterian Church. You’ll find it to be a warm,  
caring environment, and you will come to see your group as an “oasis” on your 
journey through grief. 
GriefShare support groups are led by people who understand what you are going 
through and want to help. You’ll gain access to valuable GriefShare resources  
to help you recover from your loss and look forward to rebuilding your life. 
For more information, email Susan Snow at susdus@aol.com.
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1
Wedding Rehearsal

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2
 5:00 PM Wedding

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3
 9:00 AM Contemporary Worship Service
 9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal: JFH
 10:00 AM Sunday School
 11:00 AM Traditional Worship Service
 3:00 PM Volleyball: CLC
 5:00 PM Youth: Small Groups
 5:30 PM Embracing God’s Word: CLC

MONDAY, OCTOBER 4
 5:00 PM Children’s Ministry Committee: LR 
 5:30 PM Stretch Your Faith: CLC
 6:30 PM GriefShare: Welcome Center, Pilgrim
 7:00 PM Boy Scouts
 7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study: Room 203

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5
 7:00 AM Men’s Prayer Breakfast: Bazen’s
 9:30 AM WIM Coordinating Team: LR 
 10:30 AM WIM Bible Moderators: LR
 10:45 AM CDC Music: JFH
 11:30 AM Keenagers Picnic
 12:00 PM Just for Women Bible Study: CLC

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6
 9:30 AM CDC Chapel  
 5:45 PM Wednesday Night Dinner, Programs
 6:00 PM Youth: Movie Night 
 6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7
 7:00 AM Men’s Bible Study: Room 202
 7:00 AM Youth: F.E. Pops 
 10:30 AM Prayer Group: Lawson-Rain Chapel
 1:00 PM Bible Study: Zoom, Room 202
 6:00 PM Girl Scout Leaders: Scout Room

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9
 6:00 AM Parking Lot Mission: Hope Health
 9:00 AM Junior High Youth: Carowinds
 9:00 AM WIM Bread and Fish: Room 100
 2:00 PM Senior High Youth: Scarowinds
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10
 9:00 AM Contemporary Worship Service
 9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal: JFH
 10:00 AM Sunday School
 11:00 AM Traditional Worship Service
 5:00 PM Youth: Pumpkin Carving
 5:30 PM Embracing God’s Word: CLC
MONDAY, OCTOBER 11
 11:00 AM Enabling Committee: Women’s Only  
 12:30 PM Worship Committee Meeting: LR 
 5:30 PM Stretch Your Faith: CLC
 6:30 PM GriefShare: Welcome Center, Pilgrim
 6:30 PM Women of Grace: Home of B. Maffett
 7:00 PM Boy Scouts
 7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study: Room 203
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 12
 7:00 AM Men’s Prayer Breakfast: Bazen’s
 10:00 AM WIM Joyful Hearts: Room 100
 10:00 AM WIM Posies & Petals: JFH
	10:00	 AM	 WIM	Sonflowers:	LR
 12:00 PM Discipleship Meeting: Women’s Only  
 12:00 PM Just for Women Bible Study: CLC
 12:00 PM WIM Soul Sisters: JFH
 2:00 PM Fellowship Committee Meeting
 3:00 PM WIM Serenity: LR
 6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop Meeting
 6:30 PM WIM Prayer Warriors: LR
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 13
 9:30 AM CDC Chapel  
 5:45 PM Wednesday Night Dinner, Programs
 6:00 PM Youth: Movie Night 
 6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
 6:30 PM WIM Women of Valor: Room 202
 7:30 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14
 7:00 AM Men’s Bible Study: Room 202
 7:00 AM Youth: F.E. Pops 
 10:30 AM Prayer Group: Lawson-Rain Chapel
 1:00 PM Bible Study: Zoom, Room 202
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 17  
 9:00 AM Contemporary Worship Service
 9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal: JFH
 10:00 AM Sunday School
 11:00 AM Traditional Worship Service
 3:00 PM Volleyball: CLC
 5:00 PM Youth: Small Groups
 5:30 PM Embracing God’s Word: CLC
MONDAY, OCTOBER 18
 5:30 PM Stretch Your Faith: CLC
 6:30 PM GriefShare: Welcome Center, Pilgrim
 7:00 PM Boy Scouts
 7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study: Room 203
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 19
 7:00 AM Men’s Prayer Breakfast: Bazen’s
 10:45 AM CDC Music: JFH
 12:00 PM Just for Women Bible Study: CLC
 6:30 PM Board of Deacons: JFH
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20
 9:30 AM CDC Chapel  
 12:00 PM Outreach Committee: Pilgrim 100 
 5:45 PM Trunk or Treat
 6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
 7:30 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21
 7:00 AM Men’s Bible Study: Room 202
 7:00 AM Youth: F.E. Pops 
 10:30 AM Prayer Group: Lawson-Rain Chapel
 1:00 PM Bible Study: Zoom, Room 202
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24   
 9:00 AM Contemporary Worship Service
 9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal: JFH
 10:00 AM Sunday School
 11:00 AM Traditional Worship Service
 5:00 PM Youth: Small Groups
 5:30 PM Embracing God’s Word: CLC

MONDAY, OCTOBER 25
 5:30 PM Stretch Your Faith: CLC
 6:30 PM GriefShare: Welcome Center, Pilgrim
 7:00 PM Boy Scouts
 7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study: Room 203

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 26
 7:00 AM Men’s Prayer Breakfast: Bazen’s
 7:00 AM Youth: Junior-Senior Breakfast
 10:45 AM CDC Music: JFH
 12:00 PM Just for Women Bible Study: CLC
 6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop Meeting: Scout Room
 6:30 PM Session: JFH

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 27
 9:30 AM CDC Chapel  
 5:45 PM Family Night Dinner
 6:15 PM Wednesday Night Programs
 6:00 PM Youth  
 6:30 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
 7:30 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 28
 7:00 AM Men’s Bible Study: Room 202
 7:00 AM Youth: F.E. Pops 
 10:30 AM Prayer Group: Lawson-Rain Chapel
 1:00 PM Bible Study: Zoom, Room 202

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 29
12:00  PM Emert Luncheon: JFH

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 30
 3:00 PM Private Event

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31    REFORMATION SUNDAY 
 10:00 AM Combined Worship Service
 11:30 AM Reformation Luncheon
 5:00 PM Youth: DEFY Trampoline Park



Remember in Prayer
Sick & Recovering
Glenn Bell 
Butch Carroll  
Barbara Covington 
Aubrey Crawford 
Judy Fuller 
Debbie Harwell 
Wanda Hill 
Richard Nash 
Barbara Rosenlund 
Martha Tyson 
Jack Williams

Sympathy
Margaret Jones and family, loss of her father 

Elders
Tabatha Davis
Brandon Hylton

Deacons
Karen Jordan 
Jim Moseley

Mission
InterVarsity
Frontier Fellowship

Women in Ministry
Ashley Bratton
Caroline Genoble

Sunday School Teachers
Betsey Moore
Robert Moore

Staff
Wanda LaSane
Sidney Ruff

Households
FLOCK 1: Brent and DeAnn Tiller, Weatherly and Laura
FLOCK 2: Brown and Sara Johnson
FLOCK 3: Jack and Laura Anne Hofler, John, Ford and Hayes
FLOCK 4: Chad and Daniell Guinn, Allison McElveen and Carter Guinn 
FLOCK 5: Hal and Melanie Campbell
FLOCK 6: Martha Dusenbury
FLOCK 7: Allen and Kathy Griffin
FLOCK 8: Jim and Laura Berton

Extended Care
Home
Adele Kassab
Glenn Odom

Lowman Home
Mac King

Methodist Manor
Joyce Floyd
Marie Jordan
Maria Whitehead

Presbyterian Community
Ann Cash
Helen Foster
Aaron Leland
Clariann Kellam

Lord, Hear 
Our Prayer

Honorariums
Janet Brand

12 
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october 1
Tiffany Straus

october 2
Sarah Dozier
Thatcher Jordan

october 3
Theressa Garris
James Whitehead

october 4
Marlene Pantos
Diane Rouse
Wendell Jones
Rosanne Saunders
Caden McKay
Kohl Duncan
Wanda LaSane

october 5
Stan Lehmans
Shand Josey
Jake Stokes

october 6
Lane Dowdell
Ralph Bratcher
Hugh Ervin

october 7
Lana Lehmans
Alex Lewis
Will Lewis
Billy Patrick

october 8
Bruce Hubbs

october 9
Charlotte Tuttle
Ann Collins Josey
Barb Rosenlund

october 10
Patricia Fast

october 11
Caleb Edwards
Laura Anne Hofler
Tena Rabon
David Spivey
Bill Truman 
Ruth Watts

october 12
Bryon Frost
Carson Harwell
Barbara Green

october 13
Grace Bostwick
Vica Fuller
Lydia King
Michael Pullmann

october 14
Bradford Campbell 
Justin Green
Danny Jones
Lucas Morgan
Nancy Poston
Bob Silver

october 15
Jan Bays
Carey Hindman
Pat Tuttle

october 16
Henry Rose
John Hofler

october 16
Jim Berton

october 18
Christy Douglas
David Frost
Anna Grace Hubbs
Bailey Hylton
Charley Hylton
Chris Williams

october 19
Eleanor Lane
Katherine Ryan
Alison Thompson
Cooper Wallace

october 20
Hank Henderson
Edith Hicks

october 22
Myrna Simmonds
James Genoble
Richard Granger
Elizabeth Lee
Sarah Wheeler

octoBer 23
Yong Shin

octoBer 24
John Harrell

octoBer 25
Laura Berton
Quincy Kennedy
Bob McLean
Zane Morris
John Pennstrom
Mona Zakhour

octoBer 26
Jay McLaurin

octoBer 27
Jim Bertram
Jeannie Brodie
Caleb King
Richard Shurman
Stephen Thompson

octoBer 28
Julie Thomas

octoBer 29
Jayne Boswell
RJ Lee

octoBer 30
Teresa James
Christopher Warner

octoBer 31
Will Patton
Randi Ryan
Anna Shurman
Hugh Whitehead
Eliza Wilhoit

October BIRTHDAYS 
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Congrats to Eagle Scout Weaver Whitehead 
Congratulations to our newest Eagle Scout Weaver 
Whitehead who completed his Eagle board September 
20. Weaver is the 16-year-old son of Dr. Weave and 
Mrs. Emily Whitehead. Weaver is a third generation 
Eagle Scout as both his father and grandfather are Eagle 
Scouts.
Our Scouts started the new school year in August with a 
day at the lake tubing, wake boarding, water skiing and 
sailing. In September, the Scouts paddled Jeffries Creek 
and October there will be camping at the Whiteheads.

Keenagers kicks off season with picnic
Keenagers starts a new season with a picnic at 11:30 
a.m. Tuesday, October 5, at the Pearce farm. Festivi-
ties will be held on the porch or outside. Safety mea-
sures will be applied. RSVP by October 1 to Teresa 
Stewart, tstewart@florencefirst.org or 843-662-2583. 
Keenagers, a group for those 60 and older, meet on 
the first Tuesday of each month for fellowship.

Attention Parents of College Students
The Women in Ministry and the Deacons of First 
Presbyterian Church would like to encourage our 
college students through out the year.  
Please send the mailing address for your student(s) 
to tstewart@florencefirst.org with this information 
before the end of October. Thank you!

Blood drive planned for November 4 
The Red Cross Blood Drive will be held from 1 to 6 
p.m. Thursday, November 4, in the fellowship hall on 
campus. Go to redcross.org to make an appointment. 
Walk-ins are also welcomed.

Save the date for Reformation Sunday 
Please join us for Reformation Sunday on October 
31. celebrate Kirkin’ of the Tartans at 10 a.m. with a 
fellowship meal afterward.  Please RSVP to Teresa 
Stewart, tstewart@florencefirst.org or 843-662-2583, 
no later than Thursday, October 28.

Family Night Dinners held on Wednesdays
Family Night Dinners are held at 5:45 p.m. on 
Wednesdays throughout the school year. Dinner is 
$5 per person, and families cap at $20. Following the 
meal, at about 6:30 p.m. or earlier, activities are avail-
able for all ages. 

— Please submit news briefs or announcements for the 
bulletin to kbrauss@florencefirst.org. 
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From Shakespeare to the Inklings: The Bible’s 
Impact on Creative Imagination will be held March 
16-18 at Montreat in North Carolina. 

This unique Inklings (C.S. Lewis, Tolkien, etc.) 
conference highlights the Bible’s impact on West-
ern Civilization, affecting authors, musicians and 
artists from the 15th century through today. It 
will change your world view – from the medieval 
society lit only by fire to the incandescent musings 
and works of the Oxford-based Inklings of the 20th 
century.

Come learn from world-renowned scholars, who 
will reveal the Bible’s influence on the:
* the greatest English Playwright (William Shake-
speare);
* the greatest English Epic Poet (John Milton);
* the greatest English Novelist & Allegorical work 
of the 17th – 19th centuries (John Bunyan);
* the most popular legend – King Arthur and the 
Round Table – and its treatment through the cen-
turies, especially by the Inklings;
* leading 20th Century Christian writers from the 
Inklings (C.S. Lewis, J.R.R. Tolkien, Charles Wil-
liams, et al) to Dorothy Sayers.

Plus there will be a limited museum display during 
the conference of illuminated manuscripts, the 
Saint John’s Bible – the first calligraphy and illu-
minated art Bible in 500 years, an original Folio of 
Shakespeare Plays from the early 1600s, and much 
more!

Limited attendance. First come, first served.
Act now to reserve your attendance at this confer-
ence with a unique perspective on Christian faith 
affecting the literary and art culture for the past 
750 years. This event is hosted by the Presbyterian 
Heritage Center. Register at https://montreat.org/
forms/from-shakespeare-to-the-inklings-registra-
tion.

REGISTRATION
Registration covers the program lectures and pan-
els, plus it includes two (2) dinners, one (1) lunch; 
refreshments at the plenary session breaks, as 
well as helping to cover general meeting ex-
penses (equipment, audio-visuals, meeting room 
charges, speaker expenses, etc.). Rooms at the 
Assembly Inn are also available.

Note: If you attended the November 2019 C.S. 
Lewis conference in Montreat that was created by 
the Presbyterian Heritage Center, you are eligible 
for a $20 additional savings on any rate. (2019 
Lewis Conference Savings)

Pricing dates               Individual    Group Discount  
               (10 or more)
Pricing from April 19  
to August 15  $225/person    $195/person

Pricing from August 16  
to December 31  $260/person     $230/person
         Before Nov. 15
Pricing from January 1 
to March 17  $300/person     $300/person

To register a group, please contact the registrar 
at barrye@montreat.org with a list of who you are 
registering as well as any dietary requirements. 
The registrar will contact you shortly afterward to 
confirm your group registration.

No refunds will be made after February 16. 

Cancellations are subject to a $25 service fee. If 

Montreat conference: 
Bible’s influence  
on creative writing
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To say our Wednesday Night Kickoff on September 8 was 
incredibly fun is an understatement! It was such a joy to 
see the children, their families, and our church come to-
gether for food, fellowship, and games (despite the rain).  
We say a huge thank you to Mr. Ryan for bringing the 
Bounce House and Mr. Todd for being the true Balloon 
Artist that he is! Also, Ms. Kim saved the day by letting 
us borrow her wonderful Corn Hole game, and a huge 
thanks to her, as well. And we definitely can’t forget our 
great Fellowship Group; they rock!

WEDNESDAY NIGHT CLASSES  
FOR CHILDREN 3K-6TH GRADE

Here is a brief overview of the classes and locations for 
children on Wednesday nights. We will be happy to take 
the children to their classes from the CLC at 
6:10 p.m., but we are asking the parents or grandparents 
to pick them up from their classrooms after the Bible 
study is over.  Thank you!
• 3K-5K: Bible Story Basics Pre-Reader Group 
with Mrs. Erin Patton (Mrs. Susan and Mrs. Wynde are 
assisting) 3K Room in Preschool pod.
• First-Third Grade: Bible Story Basics Reader 
Group with Mrs. Renda Barnes and Mrs. Jean Lavespere. 
First Grade Sunday School Room upstairs on the Educa-
tion Hallway.
• Fourth-Fifth Grade: Bible Drill with Mrs. Ellen 
Wilhoit and Mrs. Alexis Morris
• Sixth Grade Catechism Class with Mike Laves-
pere, Betsey Morre, and Butch Carroll. Discovery Sunday 
School Room upstairs on the Education Hallway.
 

What a Kickoff! MARK YOUR CALENDARS
For TRUNK OR TREAT at 5:45 p.m. Wednes-
day, October 20! Decorate your trunk in a 
biblical theme and/or dress in Bible-themed 
costumes. Food and Fun Await!!
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Construction finishes up on the porticos for 
the Sanctuary side entrances. In addition to 
beautification of  the entrances, the porticos 
provide protection from inclement weather 
for our covenant partners and guests as they 
leave the Sanctuary.  
Additionally, the porticos will protect the 
doors from the elements. As part of  this 
project, an automatic door opener will be 
installed at the ramp entrance to improve 
accessibility to the Sanctuary.

Portico improvements
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Fall is finally here and our October calendar is filled with 
lots of fun events. We will be getting outside more to enjoy 
the cooler weather, as well as heading out of town for a 
day trip to Carowinds.

Small groups have started & are going well. We are watch-
ing The Chosen & discussing the Bible study guide that 
goes along with Season 1. In Sunday School, we are study-
ing The Apostles’ Creed line by line. It has been so inter-
esting to see how the Lord is connecting the two different 
studies.

As we are putting the final touches on the youth rooms, 
please feel free to stop by any time to see what we have 
done. We are enjoying the new spaces and looking for-
ward to everything being completed. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Movie Night (Monsters, Inc.): Wednesday, October 6,  
6- 8 p.m. Dinner provided. 

Pumpkin Carving: Sunday, October 10, 5-7 p.m. Dinner 
provided. Bring your own pumpkin!

Carowinds (Junior High ONLY): Saturday, October 16,  
9 a.m. – 9 p.m. Tickets are $35. Bring money for dinner.
SCarowinds (Senior High ONLY): Saturday, October 16, 
2 p.m. – 1 a.m. Tickets are $35. Bring money for dinner.

Trunk or Treat: Wednesday, October 20: 5:45-7:30 p.m.

Junior and Senior Breakfast: Tuesday, October 26:  
7 a.m. at Bazens. Bring money for meal.

DEFY Trampoline Park: Sunday, October 31, 5-8 p.m. 
Tickets are $20. Dinner provided.

Small Groups: Sunday, October 3, 17 and 24 from 5 to 7 
p.m. Dinner provided.

Sunday School (10-11 a.m.): October 3, 10, 17 and 24. 
Light breakfast served.

Wednesday Night Youth Group (6-7:30 p.m.): 
October 6, 13, 20 & 27. 

Coffee at F.E. Pops (7 am – until): October 7, 14, 21 & 28.

Youth Ministry
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CHURCH STAFF
Senior Pastor and Head of Staff Dr. Darryl Evans 
Associate Pastor Rev. Chris Handley
Congregational Care Assistant Rev. Mike Fleenor
Director of Music/Organist Mrs. Ann Rodgers Chandler
Praise Team Leader Mr. Vic Rockhill
Interim Director of Youth and NextGen Ministries Ms. Christina “Taiter” Garrett
Children’s Ministry Director Mrs. Wynde Edwards
Children's Ministry Assistant Mrs. Susan Snow
Child Development Center Director Mrs. Beth Hepler
Church Administrator Rev. Don Hebert
Ministry Assistant Ms. Teresa Stewart
Financial Assistant Mrs. Gwen DuRant
Communications Assistant Ms. Kimberly Brauss
Head Custodian Mr. Ron Echols
Custodian Mr. Sidney Ruff
Housekeeping Ms. Wanda LaSane

700 PARK AVE., FLORENCE, SC 29501
PHONE: 843-662-2583
FAX: 843-662-1726 
www.florencefirst.org

Covenant Partner 
Magnetic Name Badges 

$7.00 Each 
 

Do you have trouble remembering names? Do you want new 
members in our church to adjust easily by knowing who you 
are?  Wear it to church, church functions, meetings, etc. 

and greet your church family with confidence. 
 

————————————————————————————- 
Order Form  

Please return this form to the Church office with 
your check made payable to First Presbyterian 

 

_______________________________________________ 
Name (exactly the way it should appear on your badge) 
Please use reverse for more than one name. 
Number of badges_____________________________ 

Amount enclosed______________________________ 

$7.00 Each 
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$7.00 Each 
 

Do you have trouble remembering names? Do you want new 
members in our church to adjust easily by knowing who you 
are?  Wear it to church, church functions, meetings, etc. 

and greet your church family with confidence. 
 

————————————————————————————- 
Order Form  

Please return this form to the Church office with 
your check made payable to First Presbyterian 

 

_______________________________________________ 
Name (exactly the way it should appear on your badge) 
Please use reverse for more than one name. 
Number of badges_____________________________ 

Amount enclosed______________________________ 

Covenant Partner Magnetic Name Badges

Consider getting a name badge to be 
easily recognized and remembered. 
It’s a useful tool to facilitate  
conversation. 
The name badge form is also available 
in the Welcome Center or online in 
Realm.
A badge costs $7.

Order Form
Please return this form to the Church Office with your 
check made payable to First Presbyterian.

Name (exactly the way it should appear on your badge)
__________________________________________
Please use another form for more than one name.

Number of badges: ______________

Amount enclosed: _______________


