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ON THE COVER: Forty-five men 
participated in the weekend Men's 
Retreat in Black Mountain, N.C. 
It was a time to worship, connect, 
recreation and ice cream. More 
pictures on page 14.

An international mission First Presbyterian Church supports is the 
Presbyterian Mission with Bob and Kristi Rice in South Sudan.  
The couple is serving at the invitation of the South Sudan Presbyteri-
an Evangelical Church. 

Bob serves as a faculty mem-
ber at Nile Theological Col-
lege and teaches courses in 
theology, church history, and 
discipleship. Kristi serves as 
an economic and develop-
ment advisor for the South 
Sudan Presbyterian Evangeli-
cal Church. She supports the 
healing and reconciliation 
ministry of the church and 
the equipping of congrega-
tions to improve health and 
wellbeing in their communities. They live in Juba, the capital city.

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), involved in Sudan for more than a 
century, has longstanding relationships with two partner churches in 
South Sudan: The Presbyterian Church of South Sudan (PCOSS) and 
the South Sudan Evangelical Presbyterian Church (SSPEC) as well 
as Nile Theological College, RECONCILE, Across, and the South 
Sudan Council of Churches. Years of civil war and conflict have left 
South Sudan’s infrastructure in ruins and its people traumatized but 
the region is home to abundant natural resources and many faith-
ful people. The Church works with its ecumenical partners to help 
South Sudan maximize the promise of independence and improve 
the plight of the people.

Bob brings a passion for mentoring leaders, for building up the 
church and for contextualizing the good news of the Gospel to local 
culture. Kristi’s gifting and passion lies with developing the econom-
ic and social capacity of the poor, training them in areas of commu-
nity development and microloan and savings projects. The Rices are 
encouraged as the churches and partners there seek to be the light of 
Christ and a voice for peace in the midst of the suffering. 

The Rices write, “There is so much potential for the impact and 
reach of the gospel as Christians in South Sudan are coming together 
and identifying the body of Christ as their primary loyalty over tribe 
and ethnicity.” 

To follow the Rices, visit their blog: bobandkristi.blogspot.com.

MOMENT FOR MISSION
Bob and Kristi Rice

Bob and Kristi Rice
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Dear Church Family,

Recently I was driving down the road listening to 
K-Love and they noted that the typical human being 
has 60,000 thoughts a day. What is particularly striking 
is that most of those 60,000 thoughts are not only neg-
ative – but overwhelmingly so. Some say that approx-
imately 80 percent of our daily thoughts are negative.  
That’s 48,000 thoughts!!  … Is that not astounding?  

This is why Philippians 4 is so cherished.  “Rejoice in 
the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!  Let your 
gentleness be evident to all.  The Lord is near. Do not be 
anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests 
to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever 
is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever 
is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if 
anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such 
things. Whatever you have learned or received or heard 
from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the 
God of peace will be with you” (Philippians 4:4-9).

How has your thought life been lately? It is particularly 
easy to become frustrated or anxious or angry during 
covid, isn’t it?  Yet, despite adversity, I see joy.  I sense 
that the Lord is calling us to blossom as His joy-filled 
people “in any situation.”  Take a moment and pause.  
Reflect on those verses.  … Has joy, or the lack thereof, 
been on your mind lately? 

Philippians 4 is so powerful because it challenges the 
way we think and live immediately. Never underes-
timate the practice of thanksgiving. Once we begin 
to give thanks, such as writing down 3 things we are 
grateful for in a journal in the morning, the easier it 
becomes. For example, about 50 men joined together 
for the Men’s Retreat last weekend.  The whole time was 
simply a gift. It was a time to worship, a time to con-
nect, a time for fun, and a time for ice cream. Repeat-
edly. It was a time to be encouraged and to be chal-
lenged. It is a great example of something “to rejoice 
in … with thanksgiving.”  I thank God for Bill and his 

leadership on the retreat, Vic for leading us in song, 
and so many more.

There are two more things I want to thank God for with 
you: Mike Fleenor you are a gift. Mike has an incredi-
bly warm heart and as a retired Presbyterian pastor, he 
has been part of our ministry team and visited many of 
us here in Florence. Mike has now come to the point 
where he is taking out his “second retirement.” He has 
been thinking about this for some time, and has de-
cided officially not to be on staff any longer, but he will 
continue to drop in for some visits simply because God 
has given him a loving heart. Mike, thank you for your 
friendship and your service! Enjoy your second retire-
ment. We thank God for you. 

Wynde Edwards, thank you for your service to our 
Lord and His church. Thank you for loving our chil-
dren. Your kind heart and love for Jesus and children 
is evident. May the Lord be with you as you retire from 
Christian Education. You shall not be forgotten. As 
your time of transition nears, our children’s ministry is 
in a fine place. 

God is near, and God is at work. Have you thanked 
God for anything specific today?  

We are called to be a people who have joy, and this is 
something I see growing among us. Do you not sense it 
too?

Grace and peace, 

48,000!

Bob and Kristi Rice
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‘A Day in the Life’
On Monday, July 18, I came to the campus of First 
Presby very early in the morning.  No one was here yet 
but there was lots of evidence that some people had 
preceded me.  Chalk drawings graced our sidewalk and 
parking lots.  Banners hung.  Booths had been set up.  
And looming over all was a huge sign, WELCOME TO 
WINSHAPE. 

But quickly the silence was replaced by children ac-
companied by adults. Over 220 children descended on 
our campus. I saw children from our own congregation 
and then, I renewed friendships with some kids I’d met 
at East Florence Mission. I spoke to parents I knew 
from throughout Florence sprinkled with  leaders from 
lots of congregations.

They were met by some amazing college age leaders 
who greeted them with smiles that engaged and en-
thusiasm that attracted the kids like squirrels to bird 
feeders!  These young people were beginning a week of 
lots of fun…but fun with a purpose.  That is fun which 
pointed to the person of Jesus.  No one loves children 
quite like Jesus.  

The results are listed…
• Over 17 of these children professed their faith 
in Jesus 
• 47 of our participants came from “non-
churched homes”  
• A sizeable number of these children could not 
have afforded such a camp without the sacrificial gifts 
given through Helping Florence Flourish.  
• Most every neighborhood, most every color of 
skin, most every economic and educational level was 
represented
• One of our First Presby volunteers (and Cove-
nant Partners) said, “Getting to volunteer here was the 
best week of my summer.”  

But there was more.  On that day as I watched kids of 
different ages and different colors of skin and from 
different neighborhoods, I realized that the Lord wants 
His people to be together and to demonstrate a unity 
and a love that only the Lord can produce.  

I’m reminded of a scene from Appomattox, Va., when 
Gen. Robert E. Lee surrendered to Gen. Ulysses S. 
Grant. Grant asked his aide, Ely Parker, an American 
Indian from the Seneca tribe, to make a copy of the 
surrender agreement. Gen. Lee made the comment, 
“I’m glad to see one real American here.”  Parker mem-
orably replied, “We are all Americans here.”

On that Monday, July 18, 2022, I saw a vision of 
Christ’s church in action. People … God’s people …
together serving, learning, and growing in Christ. My 
“dream” is not as vast as Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
but I yearn for the day when God’s people in Florence 
will do more ministry together.  When we will be a 
visible demonstration of the power of God to unite His 
people.

As God reminds us, “So in Christ you are all children 
of God through faith, for all of you who have been 
baptized in Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  
There is neither Jew nor Greek, neither slave nor free, 
nor is there male or female, for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus.”  (Gal 3:26-28)

And on that day … July 18 … I saw it.  

Love in Christ Jesus,
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Welcoming new staff  to First
Welcome Josh Johnson 
Josh joined the custodial staff in mid-August. Josh 
recently moved to Florence County from Conway.  He 
will work Monday – Thursday afternoons/evenings and 

on a rotating basis with our other 
custodial staff on Sundays. Prior 
to joining our staff, Josh worked 
as a carpet cleaning technician 
for DURACLEAN, Myrtle Beach. 
He also worked as a lifeguard 
manager with North Beach Ser-
vices, Myrtle Beach. He attended 
Socastee High School in Myrtle 
Beach. Josh is married. He and 

his wife have three children, and 
they live in Pamplico. When you 

see Josh around the church, please be sure to introduce 
yourself and give him a warm First Pres welcome!

Supporting Your Church in Your Later Years
I have had conversations recently with two of our 
Covenant Partners who are in the 70-plus age bracket. 
The conversations were about the IRS rule regarding 
required minimum distributions (RMDs). Manda-
tory distribution refers to the minimum amount of 
money an individual must withdraw from certain types 
of tax-advantaged retirement accounts each year in 
order to avoid tax penalties. This rule goes into effect in 
the year an individual turns 72 years old. These with-
drawals will be included in your taxable income. There 
is another rule, the qualified charitable distribution 
(QCD) rule which allows traditional IRA owners to 
deduct their required minimum distributions on their 
tax returns if they give the money to a charity. First 
Presbyterian Church is a registered 501c3 charitable 
organization. Contact your financial advisor to learn 
more about the QCD rule and how you might take 
advantage of it to support the ministry of First Presby-
terian Church.

Campus Safety 
Safety on our campus is a high priority. We want to 
ensure that the children in our CDC, our covenant 
partners and the many guests that visit our church 

for worship and other activities are as safe as possible.  
As we move into our “regular” schedule of activities 
for the fall, we want to make our campus safer while 
maintaining an open and inviting atmosphere for our 
covenant partners and guests. There are measures that 
each of us can do to enhance safety on our campus. 
Let me encourage you to remember the following basic 
safety tips:
1 – Lock your car and do not leave valuables (purses, 
phones, iPads, etc.) in plain sight.
2 – When leaving the building, particularly after dark, 
practice the “buddy system.”
3 – If you are the last person leaving, be sure that the 
door closes and locks behind you. This is particularly 
important if you are in the building outside of normal 
hours (weekends and evenings). 
4 – Do not block doors open. There are certain doors 
that will remain locked in order to control access to 
our buildings. Most of these doors are in remote areas 
of the building and are not “regular” entrances. 
5 – Familiarize yourself with the location of AED (au-
tomated external defibrillator device) and first aid kits. 
They are located outside the sanctuary near the flower 
room; outside the kitchen near the CLC; and in the 
upstairs Children’s hallway. 
6 – If you see something that “doesn’t look right,” let 
someone know about it (an usher, custodian, staff 
member, etc.) Additionally, we have an off-duty Flor-
ence County Sheriff deputy on campus each Sunday 
morning and Wednesday evening who is willing and 
able to assist you if you see something that “doesn’t 
look right.” 

Toward a Healthier Church

Josh Johnson
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REV. MIKE  
FLEENOR’S BLOG
https://onepastorsponderings.
wordpress.com/

Romans 6:1-5
Both Jesus and Paul were baptized. John the Baptist 
baptized Jesus as recorded in all four Gospels (Mat-
thew 3:13-17, Mark 1:9-11, Luke 3:21-22, and John 
1:32).  The response of God is pleasure: “This is my 
Beloved Son” and the anointing of the Holy Spirit.  
Paul is baptized three days after his revelation of Jesus 
by Ananias representing the Church in Damascus.   
Paul’s sight is restored and he receives the anointing of 
the Holy Spirit before he is baptized. Baptism became 
a symbol, a sign, a seal of God’s covenant in a person’s 
life (Westminster Confession of Faith 6;154).  The 
Church and its priests became the instruments for 
baptism.
In Romans chapter 6, Paul mentions baptism three 
times. “Do you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism 
into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in new-
ness of life (Romans 6:3-4).” 
Paul has shown sin and disobedience was introduced 
by Adam. God has defeated sin and death by resur-
recting Jesus (Romans 5). Baptism is the sign in a 
person’s life that sin no longer controls them but God 
does through the Holy Spirit. This is possible only 
because Jesus died and was raised. This is what Paul 
means when he says our baptism is in the death of 
Christ. The death of Jesus conquers sin and resurrec-
tion of Jesus conquers death.
Paul creates an understanding of baptism to make the 
point that humans are to live an ethical, obedient life 
rather than a sinful life. The logic of Paul is depen-
dent upon the death of Christ atoning for the sin of 
humanity. By accepting baptism, the new Christian is 
dead to sin. Sin has lost the grip of death for human-
ity. Christians are now ready to obey by following the 
law. The law is good and is unrelated to sin, as the law 
shows how to live in Christ. The law tells humanity 
what God wants the human to do. By believing that 
Christ’s death is necessary to overcome the power of 
sin, each human is free to live a new life. This new life 
is symbolized in baptism as the person “might walk in 
newness of life (Romans 6:4).”
 The present time of our existence is lived between the 

resurrection of Jesus and Jesus’ return to earth.  Not 
all of humanity walks in newness of life in Christ.  
Given the problems in our world, they are caused 
by the power of sin.  Following the law and walking 
with Christ enables the power of sin to be broken.  It 
is not human ability which breaks the power of sin 
but Christ’s obedience and death.  Our faith in Christ 
brings humans the righteousness needed to live with 
the ethic of love.
Presbyterians believe baptism can be administered to 
infants or adults. Infant baptism can be administered 
as long as believing parent(s) acknowledge their faith.  
Infant baptism requires no response from the indi-
vidual. But that is why the faith of believing parents 
is so important. Adult baptism requires an act of the 
individual to declare their faith. There must be three 
persons involved at baptism whether for an infant or 
an adult. First, God’s call must be acknowledged and 
felt. Second, faith must be declared by parent(s) or 
the individual. This faith is in Jesus’ power over sin.  
Thirdly, baptism is administered by a believing com-
munity, which will provide an environment of Spiritu-
al growth. Reflect upon your baptism and give thanks 
that God has called you to believe and belong to God’s 
people.

My second retirement
It is with sadness that I announce my second retire-
ment from ministry in the Church. I appreciate and 
give thanks to First Presbyterian Church for providing 
a transition from full-time pastoral work to the past 
five years of part-time pastoral work. I will still seek 
to be a part of the church and help with God’s work in 
any way I can. God bless the ministry and leadership 
of First Presbyterian Church.

Baptism
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Bread and Fish September 10 9 a.m.  Room 100
Joyful Hearts September 13 10 a.m.  Room 100
Prayer Warriors September 13 6:30 p.m.  Lawson-Rain Chapel
SonFlowers September 13 10 a.m.   Lawson-Rain Chapel
Soul Sisters September 13 noon  Price Classroom
Serenity September 13 3 p.m.  Lawson-Rain Chapel
Women of Grace September 12 6:30 p.m.  3002 Japonica Lane
Sunday (New) September 11 4:30 p.m.  FPC Church Parlor

Women in Ministry’s aim is to strengthen our 
relationship with God and build each other up in 
the body of Christ. 

If you are not involved in a circle, please, join 
in for Christian fellowship and Bible study. We 
have a place for you! 

Women in Ministry Monthly Groups

Join Us, Ladies!
A new WiM “Circle of  Friends” group will begin meeting for fellowship 
and Bible study at 4:30 p.m. Sunday afternoon, September 11, in the 
church parlor. For more information, please email Alexis Morris at
nnnminusone@gmail.com.

WiM’s “Back to School” kickoff  event was a wonderful time of  fellowship and food. Circles of  Friends  
begin meeting Sept. 10-13.  Contact Renée McRae 843-992-2397 or Amy Williams 843-319-8701 for  
information about groups and the Bible study.

Women in Ministry kickoff
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Scouts enjoy summer of fun camping
Last month our Boy Scouts went rafting, hiked on the Ap-
palachian Trail, went horseback riding, gem mining, and 
rode on the Great Smoky Mountains Railroad. 
Our older Boy Scouts backpacked 35 miles on the Appala-
chian Trail in preparation for a June 2023 Philmont Scout 
Ranch backpacking adventure in Rocky Mountains of New 
Mexico. In September our Scouts will be camping on 
the beach at the Cape Lookout National Seashore. 
We welcome new leaders Brandon Hylton and Brandon 
Fuller this year to our group of over 20 adults that volun-
teer with our scouting ministry.

GriefShare begins 13-week session 
GriefShare will be held for 13 weeks from 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. on Mondays starting September 12 in the 
Price Classroom at First Presbyterian Church. 
It hurts to lose someone. Find help at GriefShare. 
GriefShare is a friendly, caring group of people 
who will walk alongside you through one of life’s 
most difficult experiences. For more information, 
please contact Susan Snow at 843-229-5633. 

Link your VIC card to the CDC
Help earn money for our Child Development Cen-
ter when you use your VIC card at Harris Teeter. 
The program Together in Education runs from 
August 1-May 31 yearly. During the 2021-2022 
Together in Education program year, local schools 
earned over $1.3 million.
The program gives schools a chance to earn funds 
when you link your VIC card and shop Harris Tee-
ter brands. Any customer with a VIC card can link 
their card to a school. Customers can link up to five 
schools to their account. Visit https://tie.harristee-
ter.com/together-in-education to link our school.

Scout leader Brandon Hylton and Scouts guide their raft through rapids on the Appalachian Trail.
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CDC provides a healthy start
The First Presbyterian Church opened its doors for the 
Child Development Center Ministry in August 2016. 
For the past six years this ministry has strived to provide 
a quality child development center, where parents can 
leave their children while they work or attend school. 
A successful child development center hinges on age-ap-
propriate activities and experiences. Learning slots for 
children to grow emotionally, cognitively, physically and 
socially are necessary for a healthy start. 

Young children need to stretch their gross (large) mo-
tor skills. They need slots of time to run, jump, hop and 
climb. They need to learn how to throw a ball, catch a 
ball and kick a ball. Children enjoy tumbling and para-
chute play, riding trikes, organized games and running!  
A toddler who is playing with play dough, mashing and 
poking and rolling it with their hands is unknowingly 
stretching and strengthening their fine (small) motor 
skills. In time the same child will pick up a pencil and 
with a steady hand and good eye coordination learn to 
form alphabet letters and numbers. 

Healthy cognitive growth for young children is based 
on logical thinking and basic problem solving. A child 
learns by doing.  When a child reaches the point where 
he can count out a certain number of objects, he has 
mastered one of the most basic mathematical concepts. 
A child who knows how many objects the number 20 
actually represents, has far exceeded rote counting.
Young children are curious. Age-appropriate activi-
ties  and experiences are the keys, which unlock future 
careers in art, communications, health care, architectural 
design, science, music, computers and more. 

Here at First Presbyterian Child Development Cen-
ter our teachers are not babysitting. All day long they 
model good attitudes and good behavior so the children 
entrusted in our care will feel loved and secure. Every 
day we spend time teaching, encouraging, loving and 
praying with little children who will someday be adults! 
Thank you, Church for allowing us the privilege to share 
in this ministry with you. To God be all of the Glory.
Blessings,

2
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1
 7:00 AM Men’s Bible Study: Room 202
 7:00 AM Youth: F.E. Pops 
 1:00 PM Bible Study: Zoom, Room 202

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4 COMMUNION
 9:00 AM Contemporary Worship 
 10:00 AM Sunday School
 11:00 AM Traditional Worship

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 LABOR DAY
CDC and Church office closed
 2:30 PM Prayer Group: Lawson-Rain Chapel 
 5:30 PM Selah Yoga: CLC
 7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study: Room 203

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
 7:00 AM Men’s Prayer Breakfast
 9:30 AM WiM Coordinating Team: LR

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
 5:15 PM WiM Bible Moderators Meeting:  
   Women’s Only Classroom
 5:45 PM Wednesday Night Dinner, Programs
 6:00 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
 6:15 PM WiM CT Meeting: Room 203
 7:30 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
 7:00 AM Men’s Bible Study: Room 202
 7:00 AM Youth: F.E. Pops 
 1:00 PM Bible Study: Zoom, Room 202

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
 6:00 AM Parking Lot Mission
 7:00 AM Youth: Rafting Trip
 9:00 AM WiM Bread and Fish: Off Campus

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
 9:00 AM Contemporary Worship 
 10:00 AM Flock Meet and Greet / Ministry Fair
 11:00 AM Traditional Worship
 4:15 PM WiM New Circle: Church Parlor
 5:00 PM Youth: Small Groups

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
 12:30 PM Worship Unit: LR 
 2:30 PM Prayer Group: Lawson-Rain Chapel 
 5:30 PM Enabling Unit: Women’s Only Class
 5:30 PM Selah Yoga: CLC
 6:30 PM Boy Scouts: Scouts Room
 6:30 PM GriefShare: Pilgrim 
 6:30 PM WiM Women of Grace: Off Campus
 7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study: Room 203

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
 7:00 AM Men’s Prayer Breakfast
 10:00 AM WiM Joyful Hearts: Room 100
	10:00	 AM	 WiM	Sonflowers:	Lawson-Rain	Chapel
 12:00 PM Discipleship Unit: Women’s Only Class
 12:00 PM Just for Women Bible Study: CLC
 12:00 PM WiM Soul Sisters: Price Classroom
 2:00 PM Fellowship Unit
 3:00 PM WiM Serenity: Lawson-Rain Chapel
 6:30 PM WiM Prayer Warriors

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
 8:00 AM Veterans Brunch
 12:15 PM Outreach Unit: Pilgrim
 5:45 PM Wednesday Night Dinner, Programs
 6:00 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
 6:30 PM WiM Women of Valor: Room 202
 7:00 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
 7:00 AM Men’s Bible Study: Room 202
 7:00 AM Youth: F.E. Pops 
 1:00 PM Bible Study: Zoom, Room 202

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
 9:00 AM Contemporary Worship 
 10:00 AM Sunday School
 11:00 AM Traditional Worship
 5:00 PM Youth: Small Groups

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
 2:30 PM Prayer Group: Lawson-Rain Chapel 
 5:30 PM Selah Yoga: CLC
 6:30 PM Boy Scouts: Scouts Room
 6:30 PM GriefShare: Pilgrim 
 7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study: Room 203

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
 7:00 AM Men’s Prayer Breakfast
 12:00 PM Just for Women Bible Study: CLC
 6:30 PM Board of Deacons: JFH

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
 5:45 PM Wednesday Night Dinner, Programs
 6:00 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
 7:00 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
 7:00 AM Men’s Bible Study: Room 202
 7:00 AM Youth: F.E. Pops 
 1:00 PM Bible Study: Zoom, Room 202

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
 9:00 AM Contemporary Worship 
 10:00 AM Sunday School
 11:00 AM Traditional Worship
 5:00 PM Youth: Life Skills

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
 2:30 PM Prayer Group: Lawson-Rain Chapel 
 5:30 PM Selah Yoga: CLC
 6:30 PM Boy Scouts: Scouts Room
 6:30 PM GriefShare: Pilgrim 
 7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study: Room 203

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
 7:00 AM Men’s Prayer Breakfast
 12:00 PM Just for Women Bible Study: CLC
 6:30 PM Session: JFH

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
 5:45 PM Wednesday Night Dinner, Programs
 6:00 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
 7:00 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
 7:00 AM Men’s Bible Study: Room 202
 7:00 AM Youth: F.E. Pops 
 8:00 AM CDC Sneak-a-Peek
 1:00 PM Bible Study: Zoom, Room 202



Remember in Prayer
Sick & Recovering
Butch Carroll 
Aubrey Crawford
Peggy Taylor 

Sympathy
Jill Cain, loss of her brother
Ellen Wilhoit, loss of her father

Elders
Jim Dameron
Rufus Bratton

Deacons
Rhett Hughes
Cille Scott

Mission
Intervarsity
Bob and Kristi Rice

Women in Ministry
Holly Campbell
Alison Thompson

Teachers
Kathy Griffin
Jan Green

Staff
Bill Cain
Darryl EvansHouseholds

FLOCK 1: John and Ashton Pennstrom,  
      Anna Lee, Ella Kate, Charlotte
FLOCK 2: Bryan and Tena Rabon,  
       Cole, Mary Tiller, Graham
FLOCK 3: Barbara Meeks
FLOCK 4: Frank and Jill Ellington
FLOCK 5: David and Ansley Sanderson,  
       Murray and Katon
FLOCK 6: Clariann Kellam
FLOCK 7: Mary Lynn van Witzenburg
FLOCK 8: Curt and Jayne Boswell

Extended Care
Home
Isla Louise McCoy

Lowman Home
Mac King

The Manor
Frank Ellington
Joyce Floyd
Julie Hughes
Marie Jordan
Maria Whitehead

Presbyterian Community
Ann Cash
Aaron Leland
Clariann Kellam

Lord, Hear 
Our Prayer

Memorials
Jeff Sutherland, brother of Jill Cain
Pat Walker
Jack Williams
Carolyn Wolfe

12 remember in prayer 

Serving Our Country
Andrew Stewart, Japan

Flowers in the Sanctuary
Do you have a friend or relative you would like to hon-
or? Sign up to place memorial flowers in the Sanctuary. 
Please contact Genia Tyson (genia_tyson@hotmail.
com or 843-992-8904) or Melba Whitesides (992-4267). 
Please leave your name, number, and date you wish to 
reserve.

Sept. 4: Communion 
Sept. 11: Joyce Dalsbo
Sept. 18: Price Class
Sept. 25: Barbara Maffett
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september 1
Emily Lake
Jimmy McLellan

september 2
Tyler Jackson

september 3
Devon Bowen
Lisa Dozier
Karen Jordan
Clara Maxwell

september 4
Stan Bergstrom 
Blaine Carter
Chad Hayes
Clariann Kellam
Bob Whitesides

september 5
Elizabeth Blanton 
Peggy Cagle
Kathryn Hopkins
Michelle Jones
Cathy Patrick

september 6
Betty Gandy
Sarah Porter

september 7
John Bankson
David Douglas
Kathy Hatfield

september 8
Morgan Banner
Alex Cotran
Paul Davis
Lee Nunn
John Scott

september 9
Anne Floyd
Hunter Morgan
Pearce Scott
Don Watts

september 10
Robin Cranford
Carol Fleenor 
Caroline Garris
Ken Knudsen

september 11
Betty Bell 
Debbie Harwell
Jason Newton

september 12
Mac King
Jo Ann Patton

september 13
Mary Watts

september 14
Bradford Brown
Stanton Lake

september 15
Chuck Collins
Mark Hanna
Carly Lewis

september 16
Matt Dowdell 
Chris Evans
Thomas Hemmingsen
Jeanne Watts

september 17
Mason Slaughter

september 19
Joyce Floyd
Edward Henderson
Peggy Taylor
Sara Watts

september 20
Marilyn Bays
Jason Coker
Darryl Evans
Milly Slaughter

september 21
Jessica Carmichael
Greg Cleveland
Kate Genoble
Richard Genoble
Brandon Matthews
Richard Ryan

september 22
Rebecca Clancy
Sadie Sims

september 23
John Ivey Brown
Mary Lachlan Campbell
Caroline Westbrook

september 24
Elizabeth Stuber Wheeler
Zane Miles
Stan Gaddy
John Joseph Alexander

september 25
Annie Abernathy
Jill Cain
Al Gilpin
Grayson Jones

september 26
Ben Carter
Hudson Kennedy
Brady Matthews

september 27
Grace Cleveland
Jack Cleveland
Collins Coker
Graham Rabon
Pam Turner

september 28
Lendi Watkins

september 29
Furman Brodie
Franklin Emerson
Dottie Hail
Linley Hyman
Laura Purvis
Jeremy Straus

september 30
Ella Hylton
Sara King 
Ginger Owen
Luke Scott IV
Chuck van Witzenburg

September September BIRTHDAYS BIRTHDAYS 
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Men’s Retreat in Black Mountain
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FELLOWSHIP HALL | 5:45 PM 
PROGRAMS BEGIN AT 6:30 p.m. 

Adult Electives are held in the Jenkins Fellowship Hall (Study on Paul’s Journeys) 
and the Lawson-Rain Chapel (Study of Psalms). 

pLANNED MENu For WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNErS

September 7: Chicken casserole, salad
September 14 (Deacons): Chicken bog, green beans, slaw

September 21 (parking Lot Ministry Team): pancakes, bacon, fruit
September 28 (Cook and Book Team): Taco Night
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Our first-graders were presented with their Bibles on August 14 at both services. This year we chose a Children’s 
NIV Study Bible. It is great for our children not only to have study notes, but also illustrations, photographs, and 
maps!

Presentation of Bibles to our first-graders

Mrs. Caroline Genoble taught the story of  David and Goliath. Children colored in a life-size version of   
Goliath and were shocked to see that even Mr. Don Hebert wasn't as big as Goliath. How amazing that tiny 
David faced and conquered such a giant! They also passed around a sling that was very similar to what 
David would have used and belonged to Mrs. Carolyn Holland's husband. After the story, the children put 
together a visual of  the story as a reminder that, just like David, our strength comes from the Lord.

David and Goliath
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There is no doubt that August and September are very 
busy months in our churches, schools, and homes.  It 
is an exciting time filled with joyful anticipation and 
God’s wonderful promise for our lives.  
Jerimiah 29:11 tells us  “For I know the plans I have for 
you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not 
to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 
As we begin new school years and church kickoffs may 
we remember God’s sustaining promise for all of His 
children. Here are some recent happenings and pro-
grams getting underway for Children’s Ministry.

Rally Day for Sunday School
A Rally Day was held on August 7 to kick off the start 
of Sunday School. About 150 children, parents and 
Sunday School teachers were in attendance for the 
kickoff held in the CLC. We had a special welcome, 
opening prayer and blessing, breakfast, introduction of 
teachers, orientation of child drop-off and pick-up, and 
a meet-and-greet of teachers and children. Our regular 
Sunday School classes began August 14.

Wednesday Night Programs
The Kick-Off on August 17 was a very large crowd, and 
a wonderful time of food, fellowship, and games for all 
ages. Mr. Ryan’s Bounce House and Todd, the Balloon 
Guy, were a huge hit. We anticipate wonderful-sized 
groups in each of the classes, and we will continue to 
invite children and families to participate. 

Wednesday Night classes
•  3K-5K Pre-Reader Group: Teachers Erin Patton and 
Emily Lake
•  1st-3rd  Reader Group: Teachers Renda Barnes and 
Jean Lavespere
•  4th-5th Bible Drill: Teachers Ellen Wilhoit and Alex-
is Morris
•  6th/Catechism Class: Teachers Mike Lavespere, Bet-
sey Moore, and Butch Carroll

Living into our busy season



18 upcoming events

Contact Janet Brand, janet81661@aol.com, for more information.

Please join us under the tent Sunday, September 11, 
between our worship services for a flock meet-and-greet 
time and ministry fair. Fall is a time we embrace stew-
ardship as a way of life in our church. 
Take a few moments during the 10 o’clock hour to meet 
your deacons and also see the various ministry oppor-
tunities that are available at First Presbyterian Church. 
“If anyone would serve me,” Jesus says in the Gospel, “let 
him follow me; where I am, there will my servant be.” 
In what ways is Jesus inviting you to follow Him? What 
service is He asking of you? 
Tables and sign-up sheets for each ministry and com-
mittee will be under the tent. There are many talented 
covenant partners in our church who would like to
participate in the life of the parish. Take a few moments 
to see the various ministry opportunities that are avail-
able A representative from each ministry will be available 
to answer your questions. Please take the first step and 
join us between services on Sunday, September 11. Pray 
about it and “Come to the Fair.” 

Come meet your deacon and take a few moments 
to see the various ministry opportunities that are 
available at our church.

Meet your deacon, find your ministry at Fair 
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We kicked off August with a cookout & pool party. 
Big thanks to the Frosts for continuing to let us in-
vade their home. Sunday School started back; we are 
enjoying being together again. We are studying the 
book of James this semester.

Small groups begin this month. We will study season 
2 of The Chosen. Thank you to our returning small 
group leaders. We are also starting a Life Skills class 
on the last Sunday of each month, where the youth 
will learn to change a tire, check their oil, situational 
awareness, etc. Thank you to Brandon Hylton for this 
wonderful idea.

The biggest shout out goes out to Lilly Williams! She 
was a huge help and asset to our ministry this sum-
mer as our intern. We wish her a wonderful year back 
at Wofford College & praying for all the ways the 
Lord will bless her & make her a light on campus. 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Sunday School (Sept. 4, 11, 18 & 25) 10 a.m.-10:50 
a.m. Light breakfast served.

Small Groups (Sept. 11 & 18) 5:-7 p.m.
Dinner provided.

Youth Group (Sept. 7, 14, 21 & 28) 5:45-7:30 p.m.  
$5 dinner provided by the church.

Coffee at F.E. Pops (Sept. 8, 15, 22 & 29) 7 a.m. 

White Water Rafting Center (Sept. 10) 8 a.m. –  
7 p.m. We will travel to Charlotte and spend the day 
at the White-Water Rafting Center. All Access Passes 
will cost $75 per person. Bring a friend and money 
for lunch. Please sign up and pay by Monday,  
September 5.

Life Skills (Sept. 25) 5-7 p.m. Dinner provided.

Apple Picking (October 8-9) Overnight Trip
We will travel to Hendersonville, N.C., to go apple 
picking. There also will be a 5-acre corn maze, apple 
cannon & wagon rides. Youth will need to bring 
money for two meals and $25 for lunch & apples. 
Please sign up & pay by Monday, October 3.

New season, classes begin
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CHURCH STAFF
Senior Pastor and Head of Staff Dr. Darryl Evans 
Interim Assistant Pastor Dr. Bill Cain
Director of Music/Organist Mrs. Ann Rodgers Chandler
Praise Team Leader Mr. Vic Rockhill
Director of Youth Ministry Ms. Christina “Taiter” Garrett
Children’s Ministry Director Mrs. Wynde Edwards
Child Development Center Director Mrs. Beth Hepler
Church Administrator Rev. Don Hebert
Ministry Assistant Mrs. Becky Thomas
Financial Assistant Mrs. Gwen DuRant
Communications Assistant Ms. Kimberly Brauss
Lead Custodian Mr. Leroy Williams
Housekeeping Ms. Wanda LaSane
Custodian Mr. Josh Johnson

700 PARK AVE., FLORENCE, SC 29501
PHONE: 843-662-2583
FAX: 843-662-1726 
www.florencefirst.org


