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Please submit news briefs or  
announcements to Kim Brauss at 
kbrauss@florencefirst.org.  
To be added to the mailing list call 
the church office at 843-662-2583.

ON THE COVER: Firemen explain 
their gear and job to the children 
in the CDC as part of  the school’s 
week of  learning about their com-
munity.

One of the local missions First Presbyterian Church supports is Park-
ing Lot Mission. The Parking Lot Mission (PLM) traditionally has 
included a weekly devotional followed by a hot breakfast provided by 
families, individuals, and local churches.

“This faithful service on a monthly basis blesses and encourages many 
people,” Darryl Bridges, one of its leaders, said.  

“We’ve seen an increased need and many new people seeking assis-
tance during the last few months,” Bridges said. “Please pray for both 
those in need and those being served by the Parking Lot Mission, spe-
cifically for those who need the peace of Christ.  We also give praise 
for the dozens of volunteers from across the community who serve in 
this ministry."

Anyone is welcome to participate in the PLM, which is held every  
Saturday at 7 a.m. in the rear parking lot of HopeHealth at 600 E. Pal-
metto St. Items used on a weekly basis include large trash bags (33-50 
gallon), sugar, creamer, 8 ounce coffee cups, and paper towels). Please 
pray for all involved in the Parking Lot Mission, but most of all, pray 
that God be glorified in all we do, and that His love is shared in an 
authentic manner through these simple actions.

First Presbyterian Church has a team that participates monthy.  
To learn more about the ministry or to volunteer, please contact  
Donnie Wheeler, jwheeler007@sc.rr.com, or Don Hebert, dhebert@
florencefirst.org. 

MOMENT FOR MISSION
Parking Lot Mission

Members of  the Parking Lot Ministry Team cook for a Wednesday 
Night Meal. Members of  the team included (not pictured) Peggy 
Swearingen, Mike and Carol Fleenor, Allen Griffin, Donnie Wheel-
er, Mark Davis, Don Hebert, and Brandon Hylton (pictured). 

To learn more about this ministry or to volunteer contact Donnie 
Wheeler, jwheeler007@sc.rr.com, or Don Hebert, dhebert@flor-
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Dear Church Family,

When I began to take scripture seriously my freshman 
year of college, one thing that repeatedly hit me like a 
ton of bricks was a single yet constantly repeated word 
in the Bible: “said.”  For example, Genesis 12 begins, 
“The LORD said to Abram, ‘Leave your country, your 
people and your father’s household and go to the land 
that I will show you.’” I was fascinated. How did the 
Lord “speak?” How did Abram hear? What was it like?  
Was it a powerful experience, or something closer to 
a thought that ran through his head? How did Abram 
“know” he was hearing God rightly? The scriptures do 
not tell us.  Yet, there it was again and again and again 
– even from the very beginning when God said, “Let 
there be light.”  There is something fundamental about 
God in that He speaks to us. 

Sometimes the Lord’s voice is clear; sometimes not 
so much; all the time scripture is our guide. Yet, God 
speaks in other ways. He works in our desires (e.g. 
Philippians 2:13).  Sometimes He plants a seed that is 
stored up in our hearts that makes sense later, as with 
Mary (Luke 2:19).  Every time God speaks, we have an 
invitation to listen; that is, to recognize what God is 
doing among us. 

And listening takes time. Often, we want the Holy 
Spirit to speak to us unmistakably, like a thunderbolt 
flashing across the sky. We want floodlights to shine 
forth so that we know where we are going, and so that 
we know all the steps along the way. (Preferably, before 
we begin.) But the Psalmist does not describe reality 
that way. He speaks not of floodlights, but footlights: 
“Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my 
path (Psalm 119:105).” We see the next step, not the 
finish line. One of the most exciting and most common 
ways the Spirit speaks to us is in community. It is hard 
to come up with a better formula to listen to God than 
when we believers gather together in Jesus’ Name, ask-
ing the Father to reveal His will by the Holy Spirit. 

Today, I have good news: We are beginning a new 
process of listening to the Holy Spirit together. We are 
entering into a time of listening that it will come to fru-

ition in a strategic plan. I am asking you to pray, to be 
in conversation, and to be a part of the discernment by 
considering these Three Questions about our church: 

1) When have you witnessed the most joy here?
2) What are we at our best?
3) What do you think God wants us to look like  
 3 years from now? 

We cannot force the Spirit to speak; or to speak in a 
specific way; or to speak on our timeline.  But as we 
are still, as we listen, as we discuss it in community – it 
will come.  Start pondering the above three questions, 
knowing that soon elders will bring these questions 
into the different areas of the church.  It will come up in 
Sunday School; it will be asked at Staff; it will be asked 
in WiM, and so on. The conversation is starting. You 
are invited to listen and to talk it over with a believer 
with whom you are close. Articulating what God is 
doing among us as the first step in strategic planning. 
This is the Body working together. This is an exciting 
place to be. 

Peace, 

Listening to the Holy Spirit
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The Actions of  Jesus
For the Son of Man came not to be served but to 
SERVE. (Mk 10:45)

These are not just words from Jesus but a sketch of the 
actions of Jesus.  They are a perfect picture of his life-
style.  They are also a portrait of God’s call to you, me, 
and the family of First Presbyterian.

I clearly saw that image on Sunday, September 11, 
when I walked into the Christian Life Center (gymna-
sium!) and from wall to wall observed people who had 
been engaged in various “service ministries” providing 
information and encouragement to those of us who 
were interested in learning more.  It reminded me of a 
“Divine Farmer’s Market.”  You could walk around and 
see a “Cooking ministry” serving the hungry, a “Greet-
ing ministry” offering hospitality to first-time guests 
in worship, a “Home renovation” ministry restoring a 
place for a single mother and her family to live on Mc-
Queen Street, a “Music ministry” encouraging people 
to use their voices and instruments for the glory of 
God, and children’s ministry … Sunday School minis-
try…on and on. 
 
But why? Are we just trying to wear out already busy 
people? Are we trying to load people up with guilt and 
force them to do what they really don’t want to do?  
NO … ABSOLUTELY NOT.  We want you to find the 
place where your (words of Frederick Buechner) deep 
joy meets the world’s deep need. We believe that serv-
ing is part of the DNA of being a Disciple of Jesus. 
 
Helping Florence Flourish (another wonderful service 
ministry) is establishing October as A SEASON OF 
SERVICE.  Let me suggest that you do 2 things.

#1  On Saturday, October 1, from 10 a.m. to noon at 
the Amphitheatre on the grounds of the Francis Mar-
ion University Performing Arts Center in downtown 
Florence, please do yourself a favor and go to the Kick-
off Rally for ServeFLO.  

#2 Go to the ServFLO website, www.serveflo.org, and 
check out the many ways that we can serve our com-
munity.  

If your reaction is like walking into an ice cream parlor 
with 52 varieties of ice cream and not knowing what 
to choose, then call me (407-473-0912).  I’d love to sit 
down with you, listen to you describe what you enjoy 
doing, and discerning with you God’s possible next 
steps.

But please don’t sit on the sideline and watch what 
God is doing in First Presbyterian and Florence. Jump 
in and find a place to serve. You’ll be blessed and our 
community will be a better place.

Love in Christ Jesus,
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Faithfulness in ministry support
Facts & Figures 
In the coming days, you will be receiving quarterly 
contribution statements reflecting individual giving 
through the first 9 months of 2022 (July-September). 
Your contribution statement is intended to serve as a 
reminder of the commitment made to faithfully sup-
port the ministries of First Presbyterian Church.  In 
order to carry out the Ministry Action Plan set forth 
by our pastors, program staff and the various ministry 
units of the Session, we need to receive contributions 
of $34,102.00 per week. The chart below shows a snap-
shot of our collective giving for the first nine months of 
2022. 

2022 Ministry Action Plan Summary

As the chart shows, our average weekly giving is run-
ning below the average weekly amount needed.  The 
good news is that we are current in our support of 
our missionaries and our commitment to the helping 
organizations that we support.  We have been able to 
do this thanks to the continued faithful support of our 
covenant partners. 
As we move through the remainder of 2022, let me 
encourage you to include continued financial support 
of the ministries and mission of First Presbyterian 
Church in your plans. One way that you can do this 
is through online giving, which allows you to support 
the ministries of our church even when you are away.  
To learn more about the online giving option, visit our 
website www.florencefirst.org and click on the online 
giving link at the top right corner of the home page. 
You may also make a gift and view your giving history 
through REALM. Thank you for your faithful support, 

both financially and with your time and talent, of First 
Presbyterian Church.

Stewardship Season 
October and November are the months that our staff 
and leadership begin the planning process for the 
coming year. It is also the time that we emphasize stew-
ardship and generosity regarding our annual Ministry 
Action Plan. Tithing provides a regular reminder of 
your dependence on God. In good times, tithing helps 
you remember that God is the source of all blessings, 
and it allows you to demonstrate your gratitude for His 
care. In hard times, tithing motivates you to remember 
God’s faithfulness, and it enables you to demonstrate 
trust in God to provide for all of your needs. I came 
across this quote recently in an article on stewardship 
by Ann A. Michel of the Lewis Center for Church 
Leadership. In the article she writes: “Generous God, 
generous people - The whole testimony of scripture is a 
witness to the generosity of God. God’s acts in creating 
the world, calling forth a people, forging a covenant, 
sending a savior, and empowering the church are all 
acts of divine generosity. But it doesn’t take a biblical 
scholar to know that our God is a giving God because 
people experience God’s generosity. They know the 
wondrous gifts of creation, of life itself, of the material 
bounty of the earth, and of the spiritual gifts of love, 
grace, and forgiveness. And I sense that this feeling 
of awe and gratitude is a natural religious impulse for 
many people. The simple foundational belief that God 
has given to us and in gratitude we give back to God 
and others is at the core of a sound theology of giving.”
Please begin to prepare your hearts and minds as to 
how you will respond to God’s faithfulness and bless-
ings. 

Toward a Healthier Church

Pledge Gifts Received $814,377.00

Non-Pledge Gifts Received $318,284.00  
Miscellaneous Income $40,386.00  
Total 2022 Ministry Action 
Plan Receipts

$1,181,887.00

Weekly Average (as of 
9/30/22)

$30,305.00

Weekly Average Surplus 
(Deficit)

($3,797.00)
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Coker, Newton and Williams recognized 
by peers, district in their educational fields 

of the Year through the 
South Carolina School Ad-
ministrators’ Principal of 
the Year awards program. 
“One of the most powerful 
acts of worship we can do 
is to ‘be transformed by the 
renewing our mind’ (Ro-
mans 12:2). How we disci-
pline our thought life; what 
we focus upon; the life of 
the mind is fundamental 

to being Jesus followers,” said Dr. Darryl Evans, senior 
pastor at First Presbyterian. “Learning how to use our 
minds is one of the greatest gifts one person can help 
instill in another. Teachers and educators give so much 
of themselves for others. They give of their time, their 
energy, and their love. And then they give some more. 
“In our church family, we are blessed with many who 
are involved in education – yet this year we celebrate 
three in particular who have been recognized for their 
excellence by the larger community. Casey Coker is 
a gifted teacher, organizer and clear thinker who is a 
blessing to our children at Briggs. Amy Williams is 
a hard-working, loving assistant principle who con-
sistently shows sound judgment. Tara Newton is an 
extremely capable principle who has accomplished so 
much in just the time I have been here. These three 
women are outstanding professionals who demon-
strate excellence in their work – and, more important-
ly – who pour out love on the children. Casey, Amy 
and Tara – thank you.  … And Congratulations!”

Three members earn district honors

Dr. Richard O’Malley, Superintendent of Florence 1 
Schools, announced that Casey Coker was named an 
Honor Roll Teacher of the Year for Briggs Elementary 
School; Amy Williams, Assistant Principal of McLau-
rin Elementary School, has been named the Florence 1 
Schools 2022-2023 Assistant Principal of the Year; and  
Tara Newton, Principal at Briggs Elementary School, 
Florence 1 Schools 2022-2023 Principal of the Year. 
Each was nominated for this recognition by a group of 
their peers, including fellow assistant principals, prin-
cipals, and school administrators in Florence 1. 
Casey is 1 of 4 teachers singled out for recognition in 
the Florence 1 School District.
“Mrs. Coker is a phenomenal teacher and Briggs is 
blessed to have her! The students in Casey’s class abso-
lutely adore her. Parents in our community request her, 
year after year, because she goes above and beyond for 
every single child in her class,” Tara Newton, principal 
at Briggs said. “Mrs. Coker is organized, creative, kind, 
and professional. She is a member of our leadership 
team and led Briggs to earning two national awards.  
She is natural leader and devotes countless hours to 
her students, our school, and her community. We are 
so proud to call her our Teacher of the Year, and we are 
thrilled she is a finalist for F1S Teacher of the Year.”
“Amy has been at McLaurin for over 20 years. She be-
gan as a teacher, later moved to Curriculum Coordina-
tor and now serves as one of our Assistant Principals,” 
said McLaurin Elementary School Principal Deborah 
Cribb.  “In every position she has held at McLaurin, it 
has always been about helping our students and staff be 
the best they could be.”
Newton has served at Briggs since 2014. In recent 
years, Briggs has garnered local, state and national rec-
ognition. Under Newton’s leadership, Briggs is the only 
school in Florence 1 participating in the whole-school 
improvement process known as Leader in Me. This 
evidence-based approach empowers students with the 
leadership and life skills they need to thrive in the 21st 
century. The school has been recognized nationally as a 
Leader in Me Lighthouse Certified school. 
Williams and Newton will now vie for the title of South 
Carolina Assistant Principal of the Year and Principal 
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Bread and Fish October 8 9 a.m. Room 100
Joyful Hearts October 11 10 a.m. Room 100
Prayer Warriors October 11 6:30 p.m. Lawson-Rain Chapel
SonFlowers October 11 10 a.m.  Lawson-Rain Chapel
Soul Sisters October 11 noon Price Classroom
Serenity October 11 3 p.m. Lawson-Rain Chapel
Women of Grace October 10 6:30 p.m. 3002 Japonica Lane
Sunday Afternoon October 9 4:30 p.m. FPC Church Parlor

Women in Ministry’s aim is to strengthen our 
relationship with God and build each other up in 
the body of Christ. 

If you are not involved in a circle, please, join 
in for Christian fellowship and Bible study. We 
have a place for you! 

Women in Ministry Monthly Groups

October Circles will be the week of October 9.  We 
will be reviewing Session Two (Anxious David)-Je-
sus is our shield in the fight against anxiety. 
Session two covers pages 18-40. We will discuss 
those pages, watch video, and talk about our life 
applications.  If you have not been able to complete 
your session two study, that is okay.  Please still 
come to Circle!!! You are always welcome to come!!!! 
See you soon!!!
     — Amy Williams

October Circles: Session Two
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Keenagers to kick off season with luncheon
Keenagers will kick off its season at noon Tuesday, October 
4, in the Jenkins Fellowship Hall. Lunch will be chicken 
bog prepared by Fred Kunz. Entertainment will be pro-
vided by Ann Rodgers Chandler and Nick Townsend. We 
welcome all who are 55 years old and older. Come join us 
for good food and a good time. Lunch is $6.

First Connections classes to be held
Anyone interested in learning more about joining the 
church, we will meet at 12:15 p.m. Sunday, October 16 
and 23, in the fellowship hall for a new covenant partner 
class. Please let the church office know if you’re planning to 
attend, 843-662-2583. 

Kirkin’ O’ the Tartan Service
On Sunday, October 30, there will be one worship service 
at 10 a.m. Families will process into the Sanctuary carrying 
their Tartan banners to celebrate our Scottish Heritage. 
Tartan donors will begin lining up at 9:30 a.m. for the 
procession. New members and those who would like an 
opportunity to carry an unclaimed tartan, please meet at 
the fellowship hall by 9:45 a.m. to be part of the procession.

Reformation Sunday Lunch
Join us after the Kirkin' O' the Tartan service on Sunday, 
October 30, for a special meal to celebrate our Scottish 
Heritage! RSVP by Thursday, October 21, to Becky Thom-
as, 843-662-2583 or bthomas@florencefirst.org. Cake dona-
tions also are requested for the lunch. Please email Tabatha 
Davis if you are willing to donate a cake for the celebration, 
tabathasd@yahoo.com.

Just for Women study meets on Tuesdays in CLC
 JFW Bible Study meets from noon to 1 p.m. Tuesdays in 
the CLC. The study this fall is from the Gospel of Mark is 
on Jesus — Servant of God. Please bring a friend with you 
to join us as we open God’s Word. Email JFWministry@
gmail.com or call 843-393-2625 for more information.

A group of  20 Boy Scouts and leaders, including 
Charlton Ervin, pictured, camped at Cape Look-
out National Seashore in September.

Scouts enjoy summer of fun camping
A group of 20 Scouts and leaders camped on the 
beach at the Cape Lookout National Seashore in 
September. The Scouts enjoyed a campfire and 
slept on the beach near the Cape Lookout light-
house. On the ferry ride, they saw the wild horses 
on Shackleford banks. 
In October, the Scouts will help with the build a 
bed service project before camping at Lake Robin-
son for a weekend of sailing, tubing, water skiing 
and wake boarding.

Help us in contacting our college students
The Women in Ministry would like to encourage 
our church’s college students throughout the school 
year. If you have a child in college or graduate 
school, please send his or her name, address, and 
email address to Meredith Banner by email, mere-
dithbanner@yahoo.com, or call (843) 229-1010. 

Link your VIC card to the CDC
Help earn money for our Child Development Cen-
ter when you use your VIC card at Harris Teeter. 
The program gives schools a chance to earn funds 
when you link your VIC card and shop Harris 
Teeter brands. Any customer with a VIC card can 
link their card to a school. Customers can link up 
to five schools to their account. Visit https://tie.
harristeeter.com/together-in-education to link our 
school.
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The workings of  a 2-year-old
The state our world is in today can be compared to the 
characteristics of a 2-year-old. Children who are 2 years 
of age are unpredictable. They live in a state of “me” and 
“mine.” What I was playing with 15 minutes ago is mine, 
even though I put it down and you picked it up. Young 
children think they are the center of the universe, and 
that everything revolves around them, always.
Sharing is a hard concept for a 2-year- old. For two’s 
sharing and taking turns is considered, unnecessary! 
Two’s are growing and changing constantly. Big chang-
es are happening verbally and cognitively. They are 
learning to be independent in some ways wanting to do 
things “all by themselves.” Yet they may be the first in 
line for a hug to feel secure if they are startled.
When I listen to the world or local news, I hear of the 
senseless killings taking place, especially in schools, and 
it makes my heart so sad. Besides the fact Satan is attack-
ing from every angle, I often wonder did something else 
go wrong in a person’s life that has made them so hateful 
and mean. Would it have made a difference in our world 
today if every child would have been taught how to com-
municate as a young child using their words? If every 
newborn had been loved and cherished and cared for by 
parents who knew the love of our Father God, it surely 
would be different now.
Two-year-olds are learning how to communicate by 
using their words not their actions. If no one appears to 
be listening, a young child may easily become frustrated 
and determined to get attention. Sometimes their frus-
tration may call for drastic measures, such as hitting, 
kicking, stomping their feet or even biting! Twos are 
constantly growing into their personalities. They are 
beginning to understand and feel their emotions: happy, 
sad, angry, etc. As their brains continue to develop they 
will learn how to regulate and handle these big emo-
tions.  Sometimes a young communicator will simply fall 
to the floor in frustration and throw a tantrum. Thus, we 
hear the term “terrible twos. ” By 2 years of age young 
children are beginning to understand boundaries. They 
are beginning to learn what is acceptable behavior. Un-
acceptable behavior warrants some type of punishment. 
Here at First Presbyterian CDC we use time-out and/or 
re-direction to help a young child face their consequenc-
es from unacceptable behavior. Learning to use their 
words to express themselves is hard work for a young 
child. 

2

Young children learn to imitate the behaviors of both 
other children and adults. They mimic actions and 
repeat words they hear and often in the same tone. 
They may not understand the meaning, but they soak 
up the attitudes and actions that go with those words. 
Most importantly two’s want to be included. They are 
becoming their own person. They crave love, accep-
tance and boundaries brought on by firm but loving 
words. The adults in their lives must learn to love 
firmly and not scold when expectations are not met. 
Two’s need adults around them who encourage their 
growth and love them through it all. 
Here at the Child Development Center our staff mod-
el good and appropriate behavior for the children in 
our care. All day they guide the children, to keep their 
hands to their own bodies, not touching the person 
next to them. To use their words to communicate to 
their friends, not their actions. To say, “STOP” when 
other children are bothering them for any reason. 
Bullying can start at any age, although we normally do 
not see it with the ages of the CDC children. Hope-
fully these children will carry these appropriate ways 
to communicate with their peers and others through 
their lifetime.
There is much to learn from 2-year-olds. They engulf 
the world around them and want to touch everything. 
They are full of themselves and bursting with curiosi-
ty. Spending the day with a 2-year-old can be exhaust-
ing, but oh.. the JOY! Blessings,
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2 Communion 
 9:00 AM Contemporary Worship 
 10:00 AM Sunday School
 11:00 AM Traditional Worship
 5:00 PM Youth: Wheeldateens!
 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 3
 2:30 PM Prayer Group: Lawson-Rain Chapel 
 5:30 PM Selah Yoga: CLC
 6:30 PM Boy Scouts: Scouts Room
 6:30 PM GriefShare: Pilgrim 
 7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study: Room 203

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4
 7:00 AM Men’s Prayer Breakfast
 9:30 AM WiM Coordinating Team: Lawson-Rain 
 12:00 PM Just for Women Bible Study: CLC
 12:00 PM Keenagers: Jenkins Fellowship Hall

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5
 5:45 PM Wednesday Night Dinner, Programs
 5:00 PM WiM Bible Moderators Meeting:  
   Women’s Only Classroom
 6:00 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
 7:00 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6
 7:00 AM Men’s Bible Study: Room 202
 7:00 AM Youth: F.E. Pops 
 1:00 PM Bible Study: Zoom, Room 202

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7
 4:00 PM Youth: Apple Picking

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8
 6:00 AM Parking Lot Mission: HopeHealth  
   Parking Lot
 9:00 AM WiM Bread & Fish: Room 100

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9
 9:00 AM Contemporary Worship 
 10:00 AM Sunday School
 11:00 AM Traditional Worship
 4:30 PM WiM Sunday Afternoon: Church Parlor
 5:00 PM Youth: Small Groups
 5:30 PM Embracing God’s Word
MONDAY, OCTOBER 10
 12:30 PM Worship Committee: Lawson-Rain
 2:30 PM Prayer Group: Lawson-Rain Chapel 
 5:30 PM Enabling Unit: Women’s Only  
   Classroom 
 5:30 PM Selah Yoga: CLC
 6:30 PM Boy Scouts: Scouts Room
 6:30 PM GriefShare: Pilgrim 
 7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study: Room 203
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11
 7:00 AM Men’s Prayer Breakfast
	 9:45	 AM	 WiM	Sonflowers:	Lawson-Rain	Chapel	
 10:00 AM WiM Joyful Hearts: Room 100
 12:00 PM Discipleship Unit: Women’s Only   
   Classroom
 12:00 PM Just for Women Bible Study: CLC
 2:00 PM Fellowship Unit
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12
 8:00 AM Veterans Breakfast: Lawson-Rain   
 12:15 PM Outreach Unit: Pilgrim 
 5:45 PM Wednesday Night Dinner, Programs
 5:00 PM WiM Bible Moderators Meeting:  
   Women’s Only Classroom
 6:00 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
 7:00 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13
 7:00 AM Men’s Bible Study: Room 202
 7:00 AM Youth: F.E. Pops 
	 9:00	 AM	 ServeFLO	Officer	Lunch:	CLC
 1:00 PM Bible Study: Zoom, Room 202



calendar       11

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16
 9:00 AM Contemporary Worship 
 10:00 AM Sunday School
 11:00 AM Traditional Worship
12:15  PM Covenant Partner Class: JFH
 5:00 PM Youth: Small Groups 
 5:30 PM Embracing God’s Word
MONDAY, OCTOBER 17
 2:30 PM Prayer Group: Lawson-Rain Chapel 
 5:30 PM Selah Yoga: CLC
 6:30 PM Boy Scouts: Scouts Room
 6:30 PM GriefShare: Pilgrim 
 7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study: Room 203
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18
 7:00 AM Men’s Prayer Breakfast
 12:00 PM Discipleship Unit: Women’s Only   
   Classroom
 12:00 PM Just for Women Bible Study: CLC
 6:30 PM Board of Deacons: JFH
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19
 5:45 PM Trunk Or Treat 
 6:00 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
 7:30 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20
 7:00 AM Men’s Bible Study: Room 202
 7:00 AM Youth: F.E. Pops 
 1:00 PM Bible Study: Zoom, Room 202
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 21
CDC Fall Festival: CLC
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23
 9:00 AM Contemporary Worship 
 10:00 AM Sunday School
 11:00 AM Traditional Worship
12:15  PM Covenant Partner Class: JFH
 5:00 PM Youth: Small Groups 
 5:30 PM Embracing God’s Word

MONDAY, OCTOBER 24
 2:30 PM Prayer Group: Lawson-Rain Chapel 
 5:30 PM Selah Yoga: CLC
 6:30 PM Boy Scouts: Scouts Room
 6:30 PM GriefShare: Pilgrim 
 7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study: Room 203

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 25
 7:00 AM Men’s Prayer Breakfast
 12:00 PM Just for Women Bible Study: CLC
 6:30 PM Session: JFH

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 26
 5:45 PM Wednesday Night Dinner, Programs
 6:00 PM Praise Team Rehearsal
 7:00 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27
 7:00 AM Men’s Bible Study: Room 202
 7:00 AM Youth: F.E. Pops 
 1:00 PM Bible Study: Zoom, Room 202

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29
 9:00 AM Girl Scout Service Unity Founders   
   Birthday: CLC

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30
 10:00 AM Reformation Sunday Service 
 11:00 AM Reformation Luncheon
 5:00 PM Life Skills
 5:30 PM Embracing God’s Word

MONDAY, OCTOBER 31
 2:30 PM Prayer Group: Lawson-Rain Chapel 
 5:30 PM Selah Yoga: CLC
 6:30 PM Boy Scouts: Scouts Room
 6:30 PM GriefShare: Pilgrim 
 7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study: Room 203



Remember in Prayer
Sick & Recovering
Butch Carroll 
Aubrey Crawford
Peggy Taylor 

Sympathy
Renda Barnes, loss of her father, Walter Barnes
Kimberly Brauss, loss of her mother, Susan Brauss
Larry Davidson, loss of his sister, Betty Davidson
Betty Lee Gandy, loss of her sister, Iris Byerly
Edward Henderson, loss of his grandmother,  
 Selma Rae Henderson

Elders
Robert Moore
Rob Hall

Deacons
Nabil Cotran
Emily Whitehead

Mission
Helping Florence Flourish
Outreach Foundation

Women in Ministry
Carolyn Holland
Nancy Thompson

Teachers
Janet Brand
Steve Grady

Staff
Wynde Edwards
Taiter GarrettHouseholds

FLOCK 1: Vic and Ashley Rockhill, Katie and Belle Rockhill, and   
       Michael, Colton and Caroline Westbrook
FLOCK 2: Franklin and Brittany Reames, Anna, Maggie and Libbie
FLOCK 3: Robert and Betsey Moore
FLOCK 4: Jeff and Beverly Everton
FLOCK 5: Jeff and Wendy Singletary, Grace
FLOCK 6: Tom and Michelle Lewis, Carly, Jake and Benjamin
FLOCK 7: Chuck van Witzenburg
FLOCK 8: Ralph and Jo Lynn Bratcher

Extended Care
Home
Isla Louise McCoy

Lowman Home
Mac King

The Manor
Frank Ellington
Joyce Floyd
Julie Hughes
Marie Jordan
Maria Whitehead

Presbyterian Community
Ann Cash
Aaron Leland
Clariann Kellam

Lord, Hear 
Our Prayer

Memorials
Herbert Ames
Glenn Odom
Dudley Saleeby
Jeff Sutherland

12 remember in prayer 

Serving Our Country
Andrew Stewart, Japan

Flowers in the Sanctuary
October 2: Communion
October 9: Lisa Dozier
October 16: Peggy Taylor
October 23: Hunter Burch
October 30: Open
Do you have a friend or relative you 
would like to honor? Sign up to place 
memorial flowers in the Sanctuary. 
Please contact Genia Tyson (genia_ty-
son@hotmail.com or 843-992-8904) or 
Melba Whitesides (992-4267). Please 
leave your name, number, and date you 
wish to reserve.

Births
Margaret Diane Mimms, daughter of Brittany and Weber Mimms



birthdays        13

october 1
Tiffany Straus

october 2
Sarah Dozier
Thatcher Jordan

october 3
Theressa Garris
James Whitehead

october 4
Wanda LaSane
Diane Rouse
Marlene Pantos
Wendell Jones
Rosanne Saunders
Caden McKay
Kohl Duncan

october 5
Stan Lehmans
Shand Josey
Jake Stokes

october 6
Lane Dowdell
Hugh Ervin
Ralph Bratcher

october 7
Lana Lehmans
Billy Patrick
Alex Lewis
Will Lewis

october 8
Poppy Mikulecky
Reames Evans
Bruce Hubbs

october 9
Charlotte Tuttle
Ann Collins Josey
Barb Rosenlund

october 10
Patricia Fast

october 11
Ruth Watts
Tena Rabon
Bill Truman
David Spivey
Laura Anne Hofler
Caleb Edwards

october 12
Bryon Frost
Carson Harwell
Barbara Green

october 13
Grace Bostwick
Michael Pullmann
Lydia King
Vica Fuller

october 14
Bob Silver
Nancy Poston
Justin Green
Lucas Morgan
Danny Jones
Bradford Campbell

october 15
Carey Hindman
Pat Tuttle
Jan Bays

october 16
Henry Rose
John Hofler

october 17
Jim Berton

october 18
David Frost
Anna Grace Hubbs
Bailey Hylton
Charley Hylton
Christy Douglas
Chris Williams

october 19
Alison Thompson
Cooper Wallace
Katherine Ryan
Eleanor Lane

october 20
Hank Henderson
Edith Hicks

october 22
Myrna Simmonds
Sarah Wheeler
James Genoble
Richard Granger
Elizabeth Lee

october 23
Yong Shin

october 24
John Harrell

october 25
John Pennstrom
Quincy Kennedy
Bob McLean
Zane Morris
Mona Zakhour
Laura Berton

october 26
Jay McLaurin

october 27
Jeannie Brodie
Richard Shurman
Caleb King
Stephen Thompson
Jim Bertram

october 28
Julie Thomas

october 29
RJ Lee
Jayne Boswell

october 30
Christopher Warner
Teresa James

october 31
Hugh Whitehead
Anna Shurman
Eliza Wilhoit
Will Patton
Randi Ryan

October October BIRTHDAYS BIRTHDAYS 

Flowers in the Sanctuary
October 2: Communion
October 9: Lisa Dozier
October 16: Peggy Taylor
October 23: Hunter Burch
October 30: Open
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wednesday nights     15

FELLOWSHIP HALL | 5:45 PM 
PROGRAMS BEGIN AT 6:30 p.m. 

Adult Electives are held in the Jenkins Fellowship Hall (Study on Paul’s Journeys) 
and the Lawson-Rain Chapel (Study of Psalms). 

pLANNED MENu For WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNErS

october 5: baked ziti, salad, bread
october 12: barbecue, baked beans, slaw

october 19: Corn dogs, hamburgers, chips, 'a treat'
october 26: meatloaf, potatoes, green beans, roll
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children’s ministry       17

With the busyness of our lives, it is easy to forget to 
stop and just thank God every single day for the many 
blessings we receive. Our families, the smiles and 
laughter of our children, loving pets that bring us joy, 
and our friendships that refresh our souls are all a part 
of God’s plan for each of us.  
Blessings,
Mrs. Wynde

Volunteers Needed 
If you were unable to attend the Ministry Fair that our 
church hosted on September the 11, and you would 
like to sign up to volunteer in one of the areas of Chil-
dren’s Ministries please email me or drop by the Chil-
dren’s Ministry office to sign up! Thank you! Trunk or Treat Fun  

October 19
Come one and all to this year’s Trunk or Treat! Sign up 
to provide a “Bible-themed Trunk” at Wednesday Night 
dinners leading up to the event or email me at  
Wedwards@florencefirst.org, and I’ll write you down 
on the list. It promises to be a fantastic night filled with 
food, fellowship, games, popcorn, cotton candy, and 
more!

Fall Arrival



18 upcoming events

Fall is a time we embrace stewardship as a way of life in 
our church. 
“If anyone would serve me,” Jesus says in the Gospel, “let 
him follow me; where I am, there will my servant be.” 
In what ways is Jesus inviting you to follow Him? What 
service is He asking of you? 
There are many talented covenant partners in our church 
who would like to participate in the life of the parish. 
Please take the first step, take a few moments to see the 
various ministry opportunities that are available and call  
the church office. We're here to answer your questions or 
direct you to a representative from each ministry.

Find your ministry 



youth ministry          19

Fall activities abound
September was a calm month for the youth. We started 
small groups back with Season 2 of The Chosen. We had 
our first Life Skills class. Thank you to Mike Nunn for 
coming to teach us about situational awareness. 
 We are gearing up for our fun Fall activities. First up will 
be our apple picking trip (see details below). The youth 
will help with Trunk or Treat again this year and enjoy a 
costume night for ourselves that same night. 
Thank you to everyone at the Ministry Fair who signed 
up to help the youth in some way this year. If anyone else 
would still like to sign up, please let Taiter know & she 
can send you some information. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Sunday School (Oct. 2, 9, 16 & 23) 10–10:50 a.m. 
Light breakfast served. 

Small Groups (Oct. 9, 16 & 23) 5–7 p.m. 
Dinner provided. All groups meet at the church, except 
Junior & Senior girls will meet at Amy Williams house 
(511 Pine St.) 

Wednesday Night Youth Group (Oct. 5, 12, 19 & 26) 
5:45–7:30 p.m. 
$5 for dinner at the church. 
Oct. 19: *TRUNK OR TREAT* & Costume Night 

Coffee at F.E. Pops (Oct. 7, 14, 21 & 28) 7 a.m. – Until 

Apple Picking (Oct. 7– 8) Leave at 4 p.m. 
We will travel to Hendersonville, N.C., to go apple pick-
ing. There will also be a 7-acre corn maze, apple can-
non, wagon rides & apple cider donuts. Youth will need 
to bring money for two meals on the road and $25 for 
lunch & apples. Please sign up & pay by Monday,  
October 3. 

Wheeldateens! (Oct. 2) 5 – 7 p.m.
Come ride bikes with us! Dinner provided. 

Life Skills (Oct. 30) 5–7 p.m. Dinner provided. 

Fall Retreat (November 18 – 20) Leave at 1 p.m. 
We will travel to Montreat, N.C. The cost will be $125. 
Youth will need to bring money for two meals on the 
road & any shopping money they need for downtown 
Black Mountain. If there are multiple siblings or friends 
that join us, each will get $25 off their trip.  
Please sign up & pay by Monday, November 7. 
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CHURCH STAFF
Senior Pastor and Head of Staff Dr. Darryl Evans 
Interim Assistant Pastor Dr. Bill Cain
Director of Music/Organist Mrs. Ann Rodgers Chandler
Praise Team Leader Mr. Vic Rockhill
Director of Youth Ministry Ms. Christina “Taiter” Garrett
Children’s Ministry Director Mrs. Wynde Edwards
Child Development Center Director Mrs. Beth Hepler
Church Administrator Rev. Don Hebert
Ministry Assistant Mrs. Becky Thomas
Financial Assistant Mrs. Gwen DuRant
Communications Assistant Ms. Kimberly Brauss
Lead Custodian Mr. Leroy Williams
Housekeeping Ms. Wanda LaSane
Custodian Mr. Josh Johnson

700 PARK AVE., FLORENCE, SC 29501
PHONE: 843-662-2583
FAX: 843-662-1726 
www.florencefirst.org


