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Submit news briefs, pictures, or an-
nouncements by March 21 to Kim 
Brauss at kbrauss@florencefirst.org. 
To be added to the mailing list, call 
the church office at 843-662-2583.

ON THE COVER: Children from 
the Child Development Center sing 
during rehearsal for the February 
Keenagers luncheon. 

Moment for Missions
• House of Hope “Evening with Jeff Foxworthy” –  
 Monday, March 11, Florence Center

• LightHouse Ministries Holt Bros BBQ – Wednesday, March 20 
 Plates are $12, which includes barbecue, rice and  
 gravy, macaroni and cheese , green beans, and  
 biscuit. To purchase tickets, pay online at  
 www.lighthouseflorence.org/events or scan QR  
 code at right.

• Child Evangelism Fellowship (Good News Club) – annual Clay   
 Shoot – May 11, 2024 – beautiful Moree's Game Preserve in  
 Society Hill.  We will have a great lunch provided by June Bug's  
 Care, wonderful fellowship, and much more!  

•  Whosoever Community Outreach – lunch for 35-40 people on   
 Sundays (sign-up on Facebook page) 

This nonprofit, evangelical church is located next to the Courtney 
McGinnis Graham shelter on the corner of Church and Cohen 
streets. The goal at Whosoever is to teach the Good News of 
the Word of God every Sunday afternoon. We ask Jesus to meet 
the spiritual and physical needs of those who come as they are, 
despite their circumstances, and that He would lead them in 
faith and help them become contributing members of the body 
of Christ and our society. Worship every Sunday has about 30 
people in attendance. The congregation is made up of homeless, 
those staying inside the shelter, or those living in severe poverty. 
When church lets out at 2:30 p.m., each week volunteers provide 
a “to-go boxed lunch” as they come out of the back of the church 
building. If you, your family, or small group would like to bring 
and serve the food on a Sunday afternoon, you can sign up on 
the Whosoever Facebook page or you can contact Janet Brand or 
Laura Marechal.

MEN’S RETREAT • AUGUST 23-25
No excuses — put it on your calendar 
right now! This year’s retreat at Hickory 
Knob State Park promises a wonderful 
time filled with inspiration. Randy Pope, 
the founding pastor of Perimeter Pres-
byterian Church in Atlanta, will be our 
speaker. For more info and to sign up, 
contact Bill Cain, 407-473-0912.
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Serve One Another
Galatians 5:13

I realize that many people tune into the Super Bowl 
not for the football game but to be entertained by the 
commercials! Like many of you, I watched the game 
… a boring first half and an exciting overtime.  But 
the highlight for me (spoiler: it wasn’t halftime!) was a 
commercial.  It captivated me.

The first scene was someone washing the foot of anoth-
er. Frame after frame followed different people washing 
the foot of another person.  The final scene was dot-
ted with these words, “Jesus didn’t practice hate. He 
washed feet.”  

No surprise this commercial wasn’t mentioned as one 
of the most popular. In fact, it generated lots of adverse 
reactions online.

•   What’s with this foot washing stuff?
•   Churches that can afford Super Bowl 
  commercials should pay taxes!
•   Hardly the place for that type of commercial  

  and not where Jesus would stand.

But don’t miss the message for Christ followers.  We 
are called to serve others not because they are like us 
… not because they share our same social or political 
views but simply because God calls us to this lifestyle.

Admit it, serving others is not culturally popular. We 
live in a “selfie-centered society centered on our self!” 
But God calls us to be different … counter-cultural, if 
you will. We are placed here to share actively the com-
passion of Jesus Christ with hurting people. So many 
of you, get it! Through ministries of Helping Florence 
Flourish, House of Hope, Tenacious Grace, Whosoever 
Community Outreach, and many others, YOU serve! 
Keep it up! This world needs to see the difference that 
Jesus makes as we practice His lifestyle captured in His 
words, “I’ve come not to be served but to serve.”

As Easter approaches serve a neighbor, a friend, a 
co-worker, family member who is having a difficult 
time. 

• SHOW them the difference that Jesus    
 Christ makes.  
• TELL them how Jesus Christ frees us from   

our selfishness (the essence of sin) and releases us to 
be people who care about others. 
• INVITE them to come and worship with you.

“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, 
but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I 
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me.” (Gal 2:20)

HE HAS RISEN … Blessed Easter!

Love in Christ Jesus,
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When I was first learning to drive at age 16, I tended 
to look in the rearview mirror. One day, as my dad and 
I were getting in the car, he told me to get in and sit 
behind the wheel for a minute. He had me look at the 
rearview mirror and then at the windshield. Then he 
asked me, which one is bigger? My 16-year-old brain 
thought “Well, duh, the windshield!” Thankfully, I had 
enough sense to leave the sarcasm out of my response!  
His point was that, when driving, it is more important 
to look where you’re going than to worry about where 
you’ve been.

One of my favorite songs by Bruce Springsteen is  
“Glory Days”: 

And I hope when I get old,  
I don’t sit around thinking about it

But I probably will
Yeah, just sitting back trying to recapture

A little of the glory of, well time slips away
And leaves you with nothing mister but

Boring stories of Glory days, yeah, they’ll pass you by

We like to look back at the good old days. It’s fun! 
Founded in 1861, First Presbyterian has a rich heri-
tage of ministry to Florence and surrounding areas. 
Throughout its 162-year history, the congregation 
helped start numerous ministries, many are in exis-
tences to this day (House of Hope, Mercy Medicine, 
and Helping Florence Flourish). FPC has been the 
sending church for covenant partners who felt God’s 
call to long-term mission work (Drs. Caleb & Louise 
King, Jeremy & Courtney Emert and Gray Scott). 

Throughout its history, FPC has sent numerous cov-
enant partners on short-term mission trips to Haiti, 
India, Peru, and Africa. Looking back over the 10 years 
that I have been on staff here, I am blessed to have been 
a part of what God has done through First Presbyteri-
an Church and our covenant partners. In recent years, 
First Presbyterian Church has been a leader in the for-
mation of ECO (Covenant Order of Evangelical Pres-
byterians) denomination. First Presbyterian Church 
has a rich heritage, and there is much to look back on 
and take pride in. At the same time, we have much to 

look forward to. Our church officers are involved in 
strategic planning with an eye to advancing the min-
istry and mission of our church. Our Child Develop-
ment center is growing and providing much-needed, 
Christ-centered childcare for our community. We are 
moving forward with our Legacy of Faith Endowment 
Fund that will provide covenant partners an oppor-
tunity to enhance the current ministries of First Pres 
while ensuring that future generations will benefit from 
the ministry of the church. 

In the book of Philippians, we read: “But one thing I 
do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward 
what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win 
the prize for which God has called me heavenward 
in Christ Jesus.” The Apostle Paul had a lot to be 
proud of and hold onto (family, friendships, power, 
and freedom). He also had reason to forget what was 
behind him (he held the coats of those who had stoned 
Stephen). He realized the importance of letting go of 
the past (the good and the not so good) and looking 
forward to what God will help us become. Our focus 
needs to be on our relationship with God and looking 
to a fuller more meaningful life because of our hope in 
Christ. 

My dad’s point to me as a new driver at age 16, Spring-
steen’s lyrics and the Apostle Paul’s words to the 
church at Phillipi are applicable to us today. It is more 
important to look where we are going, than to worry 
about where we’ve been. During this season of Lent, 
I encourage you to pray for our church leaders, our 
Transitional Pastor search team, and our staff. Pray that 
our church will follow Christ into the future He has for 
us. Let’s all heed the challenge of Paul and “press on to-
ward the goal to win the prize for which God has called 
us heavenward in Christ Jesus.” (v.14). I am thankful to 
be in ministry with you!

Look Where You’re Going
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On Ash Wednesday, I was privileged to place a cross of 
ashes on some of your foreheads. This is a priestly duty 
of a pastor. Ash Wednesday reminds us of our mortal-
ity.  We will die an earthly death. Our faith in Christ 
provides a belief that we will be resurrected.

The Church uses ashes because ash is a sign of grief 
and leads to a feeling of repentance. The book of Job 
tells of his experience and his encounter with suffering 
and his adamant attitude of his innocence. The book 
is composed of a prose Prologue, then a long ancient 
poem, and a prose Epilogue. The final four chapters 
of the poem are a conversation between the LORD 
and Job. Job’s final words are his words of repentance: 
“Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and 
ashes (Job 42:6).”

Ash Wednesday begins Lent as Christians move toward 
the celebration of the resurrection of Jesus on Easter.  
We as Christ’s followers are to use these 40 days (46 
days counting Sundays) to reflect on our humanity and 
our relationship with the LORD and Jesus Christ.

Every human being experiences suffering, grief, and 
the need to repent. We are blessed if we as responsible 
followers of Christ use the opportunity to repent and 
strengthen our relationship with Jesus. Jesus experi-
enced grief and, of course, suffering on the cross.  

The account of Jesus with Lazarus and his sisters, Mar-
tha and Mary, in John 11 teaches of God’s power over 
death. Jesus at the tomb of Lazarus sees Mary weeping, 
“He was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved 
(John 11:33).”  Jesus experiences grief for his friend, 
Lazarus. It is through a prayer that Jesus is able to raise 
Lazarus.  “Father, I thank you for having heard me, but 
I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here 
so that they may believe that you sent me (John 11:42).”  

Jesus’ words to Martha become the great promise of the 
Resurrection. Because Jesus is resurrected, we too will 
experience resurrection. Our Savior, Friend, and Lord 
gives us the final words of hope in eternal life.

 “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe 
in me, even though they die, will live (John 11:25).” 
 
To wear the cross of ashes on your forehead is to claim 
the promise of resurrection made to all human beings.  
Jesus is the Risen Lord, the Christ of God. All our suf-
fering and grief obtains meaning when we contemplate 
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. May God bless 
all of us as we journey through Lent.
 

Moving through Lent

Parking Lot Mission
Confirmands, mentors, and volunteers serve breakfast during 
a recent Saturday morning with the Parking Lot Mission. First 
Presbyterian Church volunteers help with the ministry once a 
month. The Parking Lot Mission includes a weekly devotional 
followed by a hot breakfast provided by families, individu-
als, and local churches. Additionally, individuals and groups 
distribute food, personal items, household goods, and cloth-
ing. Through weekly contact and fellowship, relationships are 
developed with the participants and other life needs are identi-
fied, including housing, employment, health, and spiritual, and 
volunteers help facilitate meeting those needs in the best man-
ner possible. The devotional begins at 7 a.m. on Saturdays and 
breakfast is served at 8 a.m. in the parking lot of HopeHealth.
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Holy Week events  
Leading up to Easter Sunday, First Presbyterian Church 
will hold Holy Week events on and off campus. 
On Mondays during Lent, from 6 to 7 a.m. and 6 to 7 
p.m., the Sanctuary will be open for prayer.
On Palm Sunday, there will be the annual egg hunt at 4 
p.m. at the Whitehead’s. See page 15 for details.
On Maundy Thursday, there will be a 7 p.m. service in 
the Sanctuary.
We will celebrate Easter Sunday, March 31, with the dec-
orating of the cross on the front lawn of the Sanctuary 
with flowers from home. Worship services will be held 
at 9 and 11 a.m.

Keenagers’ lunch to feature musical program
Keenagers’ luncheon will be at noon Tuesday, March 5, 
in the fellowship hall. Program will be present by Cove-
nant Partner Caroline Toniolo. Meal will be fried chick-
en, potato salad, green beans, rolls and dessert. Cost is 
$6. We welcome all who are 55 and older to join us for 
food, fellowship, and fun.

Men’s Wild Game Dinner to be held
The Men’s Ministry will hold its annual Wild Game Din-
ner at 5:30 p.m. Sunday, March 10. The guest speaker 
will be Glen Ward, a professional humorist and inspira-
tional speaker. Men are asked but not required to bring 
a Wild Game or other dish. Please RSVP by March 8 
to Brandon Hylton, bhylton76@gmail.com or 843-319-
1937.

Red Cross blood drive
Please consider donating during the next blood drive 
that will be held Tuesday, March 26, in the Lawson-Rain 
Chapel. Those who donate will receive gift cards from 
the Red Cross — a $10 e-gift card to a pet supply mer-
chant of choice and $20 Amazon e-gift card. Make your 
appointment today on the app or contact Kim Brauss 
to schedule a time for you, 843-662-2583 or kbrauss@
florencefirst.org.

Staff Recognitions 
First Presbyterian is fortunate to 
have a talented and dedicated church 
staff. This month, we recognize two 
members of our staff on their em-
ployment anniversaries. Don He-
bert marks his 10th anniversary as 
Church Administrator. Don joined 
the First Presbyterian Church staff 
in March 2014. Rayshon Woodard, 
custodial staff, has been with First 
Presbyterian Church for 1 year. 
Thank you, Don, and Rayshon, we 
are grateful for your ongoing contri-
butions to the ministry and mission 
of First Presbyterian Church.

Just for Women Bible Study
JFW Bible Study teacher Cindy Hartman is teaching 
from the Book of Ruth through April 2. Join JFW, a 
community Bible study, at noon Tuesdays on cam-
pus in the CLC. Come be encouraged by God’s word 
and the fellowship of other Christian ladies who love 
Jesus and care about you. 

—To submit news briefs, email Kim Brauss at 
kbrauss@florencefirst.org.

Scouts of  Troop 477 had a fun time skiing at Sugar 
Mountain in February. Big thanks to Jane and John 
Shurman for allowing the Scouts to stay at their 
house.

Winter fun
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Women in Ministry Circles
Bread and Fish March 9 9 a.m.  Room 100
Joyful Hearts March 12 10 a.m.  Room 100
Prayer Warriors March 12 6 p.m.  Lawson-Rain Chapel
Serenity March 12 3 p.m.  Lawson-Rain Chapel
SonFlowers March 12 10 a.m.   Lawson-Rain Chapel
Soul Sisters March 12 3 p.m.  Presbyterian Community
Sunday Salty Sisters March 17 3 p.m.  Parlor
Women of Grace March 11 6:30 p.m.  3002 Japonica Lane

Friendship
Circle

UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday, March 6: Bible Moderator’s Meeting, 
 5 p.m.
Wednesday, March 6: Coordinating Team (CT)  
 Meeting, 6 p.m.
Week of March 10-14: Circle of Friends Meetings   
 (see below)
Wednesday, March 27: Bible Moderator’s Meeting,  
 5 p.m.

For March we will be focusing on Lesson 6 of our Titus 
Study. Lesson Six focuses on Sound Doctrine from 
Titus 2:11-15.

Please let Amy Williams (asfwilliams@gmail.com) or 
Emily Whitehead (emily.s.whitehead@gmail.com) if 
you would like to get plugged into a circle. We’d love to 
have you!!

Editor’s Note: Monthly we will feature a member of 
the Friendship Circle, a Women in Ministry group of 
covenant partners who are homebound. 

Clairann Kellam is a member of the Friendship 
Circle who lives at Presbyterian Community.  
She’s been a member of First Presbyterian Church 
for more than 44 years. She recently pulled out this 
card that a fourth-grader sent her for Christmas 
and shared it with a visitor.  She went over it with 
a black pen and said she likes to read the different 
names of Jesus. A child’s thoughtfulness means a 
lot. Children can serve the Lord, too.

WiM Happenings
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Greatness abound  
in the CDC

February has been a great month! The children 
entertained the Keenagers with singing and treats!  
We enjoyed Valentine parties and snacks. Several 
staff members completed CPR/first aid training 
and the CDC office had a makeover. Great things 
are happening in the Child Development Center.  
Thank you for your continued prayers and support. 

CDC Art Show
Please plan to join us on April 11 for our annual Art 
Show. This year we have a special treat. The children 
will be singing before the art gallery is revealed and 
hors d’oeuvres will be served. We are super excited 
and hope to see you there. 
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Twenty-one Yogis descended on Lake Gaston in North Carolina,  
February 15-18, for the second annual Yoga retreat. The group, meet-
ing for more than 4 years in the CLC, uses these opportunities to get 
away to get to know their “neighbor” on the mat across the gym.   
A great time was had by all — stretching, playing pickleball, paddling, 
singing, eating, creating art, laughing, crying, and breaking bread 
together before coming home. It was a treasured time and we invite 
anyone who has a need for community to join us for a yoga moving 
meditation on Mondays in the CLC at 5:30 p.m. No yoga experience 
needed. No yoga mat needed. No perfect people allowed. Just wear 
some stretchy pants. For more information, contact Cheryl Pullman, 
cherotrl@gmail.com.

Yoga Retreat

Save the Date
Women’s Day Retreat 

Saturday, June 1
Beneventum

Georgetown, South Carolina
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25 26 
 

27 
 

28 29 1 
Youth: Spring Getaway 

2 
Naomi Project Play  
  Rehearsal, 11 a.m. 

3
Communion Sunday
Children’s Sunday Prep,  
   noon in Youth Café

4 
Girl Scouts Brownie, 
4:30 p.m. 
Boy Scouts, 6:30 p.m.
First Aid Training, 7 p.m. 

5
Boys & Girls Club Steak  
  N Burger Dinner, 6 p.m.
Keenagers, noon JFH

6 
Bible Moderators, 4 p.m. 
WiM Coordinating Team,    
   6:30 p.m. 

 
   

7
Youth: Coffee @ F.E. Pop’s 
Evangelism Team, 11:30
Kiwanis Pancake Supper

8
High School Boys Bible  
   Study, 6:45 a.m. 

9
Parking Lot Mission
WiM Bread & Fish,   
  Room 100
Naomi Project Play  
  Rehearsal, 11 a.m. 

10Daylight Saving Time 
Children’s Sunday Prep,  
   noon in Youth Café
Men’s Wild Game Dinner 
Youth: Small Groups

11 
GriefShare, 6:30 p.m. 
Worship Team,  
   12:30 p.m.    
Enabling Team,  
  5:30 p.m. 
WiM Women of Grace,   
   6:30 p.m.
Girl Scouts; Boy Scouts

12 
WiM Sonflowers, 10 a.m. 
Joyful Hearts, 10 a.m.
Soul Sisters, 3 p.m. 
 Presbyterian Community 
Serenity, 3 p.m. 
Prayer Warriors,  
   6:30 p.m.

13
Veterans Brunch, 8 a.m. 
Personnel Team, 8:15  
Outreach Team, 12:15 

14 
Youth: Coffee @ F.E. Pop’s
 

15 
St. Anthony Catholic  
   School Theater, 4 p.m.  
   CLC
CDC closed/staff cleaning  
   day

16 
Naomi Project Play  
  Rehearsal, 11 a.m. 

17 St. Patrick’s Day 
First Connections, 10 a.m.  
Children’s Ministry  
    volunteers appreciation         
    lunch, noon  
WiM Salty Sisters, 4 p.m. 
Youth: Paintball, 1:30 p.m.

18
Boy Scouts, 6:30 p.m. 
GriefShare, 6:30 p.m. 
Girl Scouts, 7 p.m.
St. Anthony Catholic  
   School Theater (7-9)

19 Spring begins
Discipleship Team, 4:30 
Fellowship Team, 5:30 
St. Anthony Catholic  
   School Theater (4-7)

20 
St. Anthony Catholic  
   School Theater,  
   6:30-9:30 p.m.

Last Wednesday dinner 
with Closing Program

21 
Youth: Coffee @ F.E. Pop’s  
 
St. Anthony Catholic  
   School Theater (4-7)

22 
High School Boys Bible       
   Study, 6:45 a.m.  
St. Anthony Catholic  
   School Theater, CLC,  
   4-8 p.m.

23 
Naomi Project Play  
  Rehearsal, 11 a.m. 
St. Anthony Catholic  
   School Theater 1-8 p.m.

24 Palm Sunday
First Connections 
Egg Hunt at Whitehead’s
St. Anthony, 1:30-5 p.m. 
Youth: Small Groups

31Easter Sunday 
Flowering of the Cross

25 
Holy Week 
GriefShare, 6:30 p.m. 
CDC Bookmobile, 9:15

26 
Red Cross Blood Drive,    
   1:30 to 5:30 p.m., 
   Lawson-Rain Chapel
Session and Diaconate, 
   6:30 p.m. JFH

27 28 

Maundy Thursday 
7 p.m. Worship Service

29 30 
Naomi Project Play  
  Rehearsal, 11 a.m

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

WEEKLY

DAILY DURING LENT
• 6 to 7 a.m. and 6 to 7 p.m. the 
sanctuary will be open for prayer

SUNDAYS
• 9 a.m. Contemporary Worship
• 10 a.m. Sunday School
• 11 a.m. Traditional Worship

MONDAYS
• Prayer Group, 2:30 p.m. 
• Selah Yoga, 5:30 p.m.
• Boy Scouts, 6:30 p.m. 
• Men’s Bible Study, 7 p.m. (203)

TUESDAYS
• Ladies’ Ensemble, 1:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAYS
• Small Group Bible Study, 10 a.m.
• Just for Women study, noon CLC
• Dinner, 5:30 p.m.
• Youth Group, 5:30 p.m.
• Praise Team Rehearsal, 5:45 p.m.
• Children’s classes, 6 p.m.
• Adult classes, 6:15 p.m.
• Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 7:30 p.m.

THURSDAYS
• Men’s Bible Study, 7 a.m.
• Youth Coffee, 7 a.m.
• Bible Study, Room 202

WEDNESDAY DINNER MENU
March 6: “Bird Dogs” (chicken  
 tenders in a hot dog bun),   
 waffle fries and Dessert
March 13: Chicken casserole, roasted  
 vegetables, dessert
March 20: Spaghetti & meatballs, 
 green beans, dessert
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Poetice International

Women in Ministry
Ashley Bratton
Caroline Genoble

Teachers
Steve Grady
Rocky Pearce

Staff
Ann Rodgers Chander
Gwen DuRant
 

Extended Care
Lowman Home
Mac King 

The Manor
Joyce Floyd
Julie Hughes
Marie Jordan
Maria Whitehead

Presbyterian Community
Clariann Kellam

Lord, Hear 
Our Prayer

Flowers in the Sanctuary
March 3: Communion
March 10: Janie Ray
March 17: Ellen Pearson
March 24: Peggy Taylor
March 31: Easter Lilies

Do you have a friend or relative you would like to 
honor? Sign up to place memorial flowers in the 
Sanctuary. Please contact Genia Tyson (genia_ty-
son@hotmail.com or 843-992-8904). Please leave 
your name, number, and date you wish to reserve.

Households
FLOCK 1: Nik and Ginny Casstevens
FLOCK 2: Joe and Carol Commander
FLOCK 3: Brian and Celia Urquhart, Wills, Abi
FLOCK 4: Palmer and Mary Kirkpatrick
FLOCK 5: Brian Kim and June Chang-Kim, Eric Kim
FLOCK 6: Mike and Jeanne Watts
FLOCK 7: Landis and Hannah Lane, Eleanor, Wallace
FLOCK 8: Van and Claudia Ervin

Expectant Families
J.B. and Allyson Pittman

Memorials
Dr. & Mrs. Clarence Davis
Jay Pearson

12 remember in prayer

Military
Andrew Stewart
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march 2
Michael Coker
Gwen DuRant
Jan Green
Sullivan Johnson
Maggie Jones
 
march 3
Karen Silver                

march 5
Billy McBride
Amanda McLaurin
Boyd Moree
Maggie Reames
Hattie Kaye Scott
Ed Sprenger

march 6
Denise Alvey
Mary Wallis Vaught

march 7
Matthew Dowdell

MArch 8
Brooklynne Clancy
Karen Johnson

MArch 9
Amelia Abernathy
Phillip Leach

MArch 10
Klay Kennedy

MArch 11
June Chang-Kim
Kaitlyn Molnar

MArch 12
Hal Campbell
Madison Hindman
Daniel Hubbs
Martha Tyson
Anna Watt

MArch 13
Whit Dozier
Grace Munn
Julianne Newton
Michael Nunn
Emily Patton

MArch 14
Carson Jeffords
Marcia McNeil 

MArch 15
Weave Whitehead

MArch 16
Bankston Wallace

MArch 17
Ford Hofler
Wilson Josey

MArch 18
Levi Hayes

MArch 19
Joyce Dalsbo
Steven Halus
Marla Kunz

MArCH 20
Beth Brown
Hunter Grace Bulloch
Cannon Coker
Elizabeth Fast
Sonya Molnar

MArch 21
William Duncan
Ronald Hayes
Merrell Kennedy
Anne Evans Scott

march 23
Libbie Reames

march 24
Ashleigh Bulliner
Elizabeth Frost
Ann Spearman

march 25
Dan Abernathy
Noah Johnson
Jean Lavespere
Jeremy Williams

march 26
Jack Banner
Brandon Blankenship
Mike Fleenor
Nell Oliver

march 27
Jane Heath
Bob Olsen
Jude Packard

march 28
Kathryn Crawford
Mary Ervin
Judy Henegar
Stone Lewis
Allyson Pittman

march 29
Berta Allen
Megan Matthews
Mary McMillian
Ted Moore

march 31
Gamble Dozier
Warren Montgomery 

MarchMarch  BIRTHDAYS BIRTHDAYS 



14 Bible Drill 

Adults, join the Bible Drill students in learning on your 
own the Books of the Bible, Scripture verses and the 
location of Key Passages! 
During March, will be learning the following:

New Testament
 • Book of Prophecy: Revelation

Location of Key Passages
• The Faith Chapter: Hebrews 11

Scripture Verses
•     2 Timothy 3:16
    All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness:

•    1 John 1:9
     If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrigh-
teousness.

Join Bible Drill students in learning key passages
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Dear Church Family, 
In the blink of an eye, March is here! The days are getting 
longer, new life is in bloom, and spring and Easter are just 
around the corner. Time flies! Yet, waiting takes so long. 
Since my arrival at the CDC mid-December, I have been 
working on the waiting list. I’ve waited for supplies. I have 
been waiting on others to complete tasks before I can move 
forward. The children are teaching me to wait as they tell sto-
ries. Some of my life decisions are in the waiting process. 
It seems like a lot of time is spent waiting, and it’s extremely 
hard! But God is teaching me that waiting can be one of life’s 
best teachers.  
I am learning that while waiting God is working in us and for 
us. It is in waiting that we can develop endurance, the ability 
to trust God’s love and goodness, even when things don’t go 
the way we want them to go. We wait in hope, knowing that 
God will deliver us in due time – in this world or in the next. 
God is never in a hurry, but He is always on time. 
As we embark on the Lenten journey, may we remember Lent 
is a time of lament — a time when we can feel and pray for 
the brokenness of this world and wait for God to move.  
May we trust in God our Savior, the one who never fails! 
Much love,

Kelly
Dear Church Family,
As I mark my third month with you at FPC, we find ourselves 
entering the solemn and reflective season of Lent. This period 
has prompted me to deeply consider the immense sacrifice 
Jesus made out of His boundless love for us. The concept that 
Jesus loved us to the extent of giving His life so we might 
have eternal life with Him is truly astounding and, at times, 
beyond my full comprehension.
During Lent, many of us adopt the practice of either giving 
something up or taking on new commitments. This tradition 
is a meaningful way to connect with and remember the ulti-
mate sacrifice made by Jesus. It’s a time for us to contemplate 
His profound love and what it means in our lives today.
In this season of Lent, I encourage you to find your own way 
to remember and honor Jesus's sacrifice. Whether it's by for-
going a favorite treat or dedicating time to service or prayer, 
let it be a reminder of His love and sacrifice for us.
Wishing you a thoughtful and blessed Lenten season.
In Christ’s love,

Kaiti

Children’s Ministry Corner

Children’s Ministry Check-In System
To help strengthen our ability to know each 
child by name, to know special needs or aller-
gies, and/or to know who may pick up children, 
parents of second-grade children 
and younger are required to 
check-in their child(ren). 
To check-in you will need to 
download the Kidmin App onto 
your smartphone. The QR code 
will take you to the app. Creating an account 
and adding your children is a quick process. 
Check-in opens 30 minutes prior to start time. 
The easiest way is using the app before you 
arrive at church. Another option is to use the 
desktop computer at the check-in kiosk, which 
is in the Tower. Any questions, please contact 
Kaiti Bryant, kbryant@florencefirst.org.

Mark Your Calendars!
Easter Egg Hunt

4-5 p.m. Sunday, March 24
The Whitehead’s Farm, 175 W. Pocket Road

Bring your Easter basket and the whole family!

Help Needed
As we gear up for this amazing event, we need 
help. The Children’s Ministry Team is looking 
for individuals who are willing to provide at 
least 2 dozen boiled and decorated eggs for the 
hunt. We need at least 800 boiled eggs (about 
67 dozen) We will collect eggs Sunday morn-
ing, March 24. Coolers will be available outside 
the kitchen area at the CLC for you to place the 
eggs. If you are interested, please contact Kaiti 
Bryant.
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Confirmand Service Project
As the Confirmands and Mentors are meeting, please pray for 
them as they begin this amazing journey spending time together 
and growing in their relationship with the Lord. 
On Sunday, March 24, sixth-grade Confirmation students are 
encouraged to join Ms. Kaiti and friends for a Christian Service 
Project. Students will have the op-
portunity to serve FPC’s children 
and families as they help hide 
67 dozen eggs for the Easter Egg 
Hunt. 
Immediately following worship, 
the students will help load up the 
Easter Eggs, go out for lunch and travel to the Whitehead Farm on 
the Church bus to hide the eggs. 
Students and families are more than welcome to stay for the Egg 
Hunt, which begins at 4 p.m. Please be sure to contact Kaiti Bryant 
by Sunday, March 17, to sign up and/or if you have any questions.  
More information coming soon.

WinShape Camps 
Have the summer of a lifetime close to home! Win-
Shape Camps for Communities is returning to Flor-
ence at First Presbyterian Church the week of July 
1-5! This is a next level summer camp experience 
where kids can have fun and learn more about Jesus.  
Registration opens with Kick-Off Week, March 4-8. 
The first 50 campers to register receive a $35 dis-
count off the camp fee of $185 for the first child! 
Multi-sibling discounts are available. The address to 
register is:  https://camps.winshape.org/day-camps/
florence-sc-2/. If you have any questions,please 
contact Dave Lake( 803-837-1432) or Alexis Morris 
(843-813-5202).

April 19 - 21, 2024

On April 19, the Confirmation Class 
will be traveling to Camp Longridge in 
Ridgeway for our annual Confirmation 
Retreat. This will be a wonderful time 
of spiritual growth, fellowship, and 
fun! The cost is $100, which includes 
lodging, four meals, activities, and 
transportation. Please note payment is 
due by Sunday, April 9. Checks should 
be made payable to First Presbyterian 
Church and marked “Confirmation 
Retreat.” Please turn in all payments to 
Kaiti Bryant. 

Confirmation
Retreat

Wednesday Night 
Closing Program

March 20, 2024

The preschool and elementary children will lead us in 
a closing program. Children will sing songs they have 
learned in choir, share what they have learned about 
the Lord’s prayer, and the fourth- and fifth-graders 
will present what they have learned in their Bible Drill 
Class. Please be sure to mark your calendars for this 
great event!

Closing Program
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VBS 2024: Journey to Hometown Nazareth

Children’s Church for children 3K-5K meets in the Children’s Chapel for Children in Worship. This program, 
held after the Message for Young Disciples, is designed to teach children about worship and allow children to 
experience Bible stories while learning in their own special worship center.  

Date Time Teacher Assistant/Helper 
March 3  9 a.m. Ashton Pennstrom Ellen Pearson
 11 a.m.  Emily Lake   Haley Jackson
March 10  9 a.m. Ashton Pennstrom  Kathy Griffin
 11a.m.  Emily Lake  Scott Ham
March 17 9 a.m. Ashton Pennstrom Jane Ames
 11 a.m.  Emily Lake Amy Dozier
March 24 9 a.m.   Ashton Pennstrom Linda Smiley
 11a.m.  Emily Lake Alice Caldwell 
March 31 9 a.m. Ashton Pennstrom Kelly Hickey
 11 a.m.  Emily Lake   Kaiti Bryant

Children in Worship Leader, Volunteer Schedule

Children’s Sunday 
May 12

9 and 11 a.m. Worship Services

On Sunday, May 12, (Mother’s Day) 
our children will have an opportunity 
to lead worship from beginning to end.  
The children will greet, usher, sing, 
pray, and more. If your child is inter-
ested in being a part of the worship 
service on May 12, please contact Kaiti 
Bryant at 843-662-2583 by February 25. 

In addition, beginning on Sunday, 
March 3, children in third – fifth grade 

are invited to join Ms. Kaiti and Mrs. 
Kelly to begin planning and preparing 
for Children’s Sunday. 

We will meet immediately following 
the 11 a.m. worship service until 1:30 
p.m. Lunch will be provided. Below are 
the tentative meeting dates: March 10, 
April 7, April 14, April 28, and May 5. 

May 5 will be a rehearsal from 3 to 4 
p.m for all children who participate. 
Should you have any questions, please 
contact Kaiti Bryant at (843) 6625-
2583. 

Children’s Sunday

Be sure to mark your calendars! This summer Vacation Bible 
School will be held from Monday, June 17, through Thursday, 
June 20.
Join us for VBS as we embark on a journey to Hometown Naza-
reth, where Jesus spent his childhood! Through the perspective 
of his mother, Mary, we’ll delve into stories from Jesus’ early 
years to young adulthood. Get ready to experience, firsthand, 
the sights, sounds, textures, and flavors of what life might have 
been like in Jesus’ Hometown. Stay tuned for more details! 
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Camping adventures complete winter season
February brought the youth together in new ways.  
The boys went on a camping adventure to Pisgah, 
N.C., with Hunter Morgan Jr. and Sr. The girls enjoyed 
a glamping trip to Monroe, N.C. 

The youth also enjoyed the annual Super Bowl party, 
hosted by the Hyltons. We participated in the Ash 
Wednesday service and kicked off our new small 
group study. Taiter opened her home to the youth and 
can’t wait to do it again.

We are all looking forward to our Spring Getaway trip 
to Dreher Island State Park. We always enjoy good 
fellowship, food, a polar plunge, and just enjoying the 
slow pace of the weekend away. For more information, 
please see below.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Spring Getaway (1-3) Leave at 2 p.m.
Dreher Island State Park (Chapin). We will spend 
time in God’s word through quiet times, small groups 
& worship. There will be games, canoes, time around 
the campfire & more! Cost will be $75. If there are 
multiple siblings or friends that join, each will get $25 
off their trip. Youth will need to bring money for one 
meal on the road.

Sunday School (3, 10, 17, 24 & 31) 10 – 10:50 a.m. 
Light breakfast served.

Wednesday Night Youth Group (6, 13, 20 & 27) 5:30 
– 7:30 p.m.
Food, games, Bible study & fun! $5 dinner provided 
by the church.

Coffee at F.E. Pops (7, 14, 21 & 28) 7 a.m. – Until

Small Groups (10 & 24) 5–7 p.m.
Dinner provided. All groups meet at the church, ex-
cept Junior & Senior girls will meet at Amy Williams’ 
house (510 Pine St).

Paintball (17) 1:30 – 6 p.m.
We will go to Pee Dee Paintball. Cost is $45. Snacks & 
water provided. Bring a friend! 
Please sign up and pay by Wednesday, March 13.

The boys went on a camping adventure to Pisgah, 
N.C., with Hunter Morgan Jr. and Sr. while the girls 
enjoyed a glamping trip to Monroe, N.C., with Taiter. 
The next getaway for the youth is at Dreher Island 
State Park.
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Free Access to +25,000
Bible Study Videos

Get Free Access

QR Code Access

Every person in our church has free access
to biblical video series for adults, youth, and

kids— now streaming on your favorite device.

Scan this QR code to
sign up or click the
link in the email to
create your free
account!

1. Visit https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/
Invite/FPCFlorence or contact Kim Brauss in 
the church office: kbrauss@florencefirst.org or 
843-662-2583 to get the link emailed to you.

2. Create your free account.

3. Download the app for your device and start 
browsing!

4. Or scan the QR code below.



CHURCH STAFF
Assistant Pastor Dr. Bill Cain
Director of Music/Organist Mrs. Ann Rodgers Chandler
Praise Team Leader Mr. Vic Rockhill
Music Assistant Ms. Betsy Johnson
Congregational Care Assistant Rev. Mike Fleenor
Director of Youth Ministry Ms. Christina “Taiter” Garrett
Director of Children’s Ministries Mrs. Kelly Hickey
Program Director of Children’s Ministry Ms. Kaiti Bryant
CDC Assistant Director/Church Nursery Coordinator Mrs. Shurrie Marks
Church Administrator Rev. Don Hebert
Financial Assistant Mrs. Gwen DuRant
Communications Assistant Ms. Kimberly Brauss
Ministry Assistant Mrs. Emily Reed
Lead Custodian Mr. Leroy Williams
Housekeeping Ms. Wanda LaSane
Custodian Mr. Rayshon Woodard 

700 PARK AVE., FLORENCE, SC 29501
PHONE: 843-662-2583
FAX: 843-662-1726 
www.florencefirst.org

Easter Lilies and palms

Easter Lilies and palms
Remember or honor a loved one this Easter as we herald the remembrance 
of our risen Lord with a profusion of lovely palms, lilies, and greenery to 
accompany our worship. Your gift of $10 should be turned into the church 
office, along with your loved one’s name, and your name and phone number 
no later than Monday, March 25. 

CIRCLE ONE:
In memory / honor of ________________________________________
      
Given by: 

Phone: 

Easter Lilies and palms

Remember or honor a loved one this Easter as we herald the remembrance 
of our risen Lord with a profusion of lovely palms, lilies, and greenery to 
accompany our worship. Your gift of $10 should be turned into the church 
office, along with your loved one’s name, and your name and phone number 
no later than Monday, March 25. 

CIRCLE ONE:
In memory / honor of ________________________________________
      
Given by: 

Phone: 

Remember or honor a loved one this Easter as we herald the remembrance 
of our risen Lord with a profusion of lovely palms, lilies, and greenery to 
accompany our worship. Your gift of $10 should be turned into the church 
office, along with your loved one’s name, and your name and phone number 
no later than Monday, March 25. 

CIRCLE ONE:
In memory / honor of ________________________________________
      
Given by: 

Phone: 


