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ON THE COVER: On November 
23, Dr. Stuart Bond was in-
stalled as our senior pastor and 
head of  staff. A prayer walk on 
our campus preceded the instal-
lation service and a reception 
followed the meaningful instal-
lation service.

Missions Opportunities 

Many from First Presbyterian serve as volunteers in these ministries both as 
board members and laborers. Weekly volunteers from First Presbyterian are 
making a difference as they provide medical care, food service, and spiritual 
guidance in these local ministries. Here are opportunities for involvement: 
•	  My Brother’s Keeper: Every Tuesday cooks and food delivery vol-

unteers are needed. Volunteer cook team members are needed from 
noon to 2 p.m. on Tuesdays; call Janet Brand. Volunteer driver and 
riders are needed from 2 to 4 p.m. Saturdays 
and riders, 2 to 4 p.m. Wednesdays;  
call Mike Lavespere, Johnny Stoupenos and 
Laura Marechal.

•	 Helping Florence Flourish: Christmas Car-
oling, 5:15 p.m. December 4 at First Baptist 
Church’s corner of Irby and Palmetto streets. Citywide Prayer Gath-
erings meet monthly. In January, the gathering will meet at 5:15 p.m. 
January 8. Location to be determined. Visit helpingflorenceflourish.
org for more information.

•	 Parking Lot Ministry: First Presbyterian volunteers meet the second 
Saturday every month. Opportunities include food prep and cooking 
in the kitchen at church, serving food, and clean up. Contact Donnie 
Wheeler for more information.
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Friends Empowering Haiti: Matching Gift Challenge
A generous donor believes so deeply in OFCB Ministries’ work that 
they’ve pledged to match every individual gift made to unrestricted funds 
— dollar for dollar — up to $83,333 or through December 31, whichever 
comes first.
Unrestricted funds are donations to where it’s needed most. Unlike 
restricted gifts designated for specific programs, unrestricted funds let 
OFCB respond immediately to urgent needs, cover unexpected costs, and 
bridge funding gaps that could otherwise halt critical services. They’re the 
backbone that keep all programs running smoothly.
The community that benefits from OFCB Ministries includes local Hai-
tian farmers — supporting agricultural training and harvests that benefit 
the students. It includes students — more than 2,200 children receiving 
K-13 education across four campuses of OFCB’s ICB school. And it in-
cludes patients of the medical clinic. Two hundred people visit the clinic 
monthly. Some 80,000 people in the region depend on OFCB’s medical, 
dental, and pharmacy services. 
Your flexible, doubled gift means the ability for OFCB to say yes where 
the community needs the ministry most.
Participate by making a gift online at bit.ly/fehmatching or by mail send-
ing a check to Friends Empowering Haiti, P.O. Box 34563, Charlotte, N.C. 
28234.
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SESSION  notes

What a day it was the Sunday before Thanksgiving. At 
our morning services, each of us brought down our 
Pledge Cards, couple by couple, person by person. I 
don’t know what the final number is, but I do know the 
tenor of faith the Church displayed in their unshakable 
commitment to “not neglect the house of God.” It was 
the first of several times when I could hardly speak I 
was so taken with emotion.

Then, of course, we had that wonderful installation 
service. Every speaker was outstanding. The sermon 
by Dane was right on point, including him quoting me 
back to me! The laying on of hands was a joyful experi-
ence of God’s presence surrounding me. The charges to 
me and to the church were so true. I told Laura that it 
was going to take me a decade to do all she asked me to 
do and she said that was fine with her.  

You were so gracious to me and we, together, have so 
much to give thanks for to our God. I know that the 
Lord was in that day, as He will be in the days ahead.  
Thank you, Lord.

Talk About Thanksgiving!

Our meeting was a week earlier than usual to give some 
relief for the Thanksgiving week. Our most significant 
action was this: based on the Covenant Partner’s faith-
fulness in giving, we agree that we will restore all funds 
that were previously designated to mission. It was cause 
for celebration.  

One other special thing we are considering is a re-
prise of an event held several years ago at First called          

The Birds and the Bees. It is about how parents can 
speak to their children at any age about these matters 
with three goals in mind: to build a foundation for 
future conversations, to protect them from dangers on 
and offline, and to have the power of first impression. 
All the information is taught from a Christian perspec-
tive. (Their website is birds-bees.com).  Date and time 
and cost TBA.
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2026 Stewardship Campaign Update
Thank you to all who participated in our Commitment 
Sunday by turning in a pledge card for the 2026 Min-
istry Action Plan. So far, we have received 120 pledges 
for a total of approximately $920,000. We’re off to a 
GREAT start! If you have not already done so, you 
can submit your pledge by visiting our church website, 
florencefirst.org, and click the Make a Pledge link in 
the blue bar at the top of our home page. You may also 
make your pledge using REALM. Pledge cards also will 
be in the pew racks in the sanctuary for the next few 
weeks. You can fill one out and drop it in the offering 
plate when attending worship. The church leadership 
(staff, elders, deacons, and others) has been working to 
develop plans for ministry to our members, our com-
munity and around the world. Those ministries have 
a cost associated. Contributions from our covenant 
partners and others who support the ministries of the 
First Presbyterian Church provide funding for these 
ministries. Thank you for the positive response to our 
2026 Stewardship campaign.  

11 Month Contribution Statements 
In early December, all covenant partners and regular 
contributors will receive a statement from First Presby-
terian Church that will provide an update of your year 
to date giving (as of 11/30/2025). Traditionally, some 
of our covenant partners make year-end contributions.  
This information is being provided to assist you as you 
plan your year-end giving. The statement will contain 
contribution information regarding our General Fund 
and any other contributions to the ministries of First 
Presbyterian Church. Due to the increased cost of bulk 
mail, the contribution statements will be emailed to the 
address we have on file in REALM. If you are plan-
ning to make a year-end contribution, please note that 
checks must be dated no later than December 31, 2025, 
in order to receive contribution credit for 2025. 

Christmas Eve Benevolence Offering
We will collect an offering at both of our Christmas Eve 
services (4 and 6 p.m.) that will be used to assist the 
underserved population of our community. Tradition-
ally this offering brings in between $8,000 and $10,000. 
These gifts are used throughout the year to assist those 

in our community who come to our church seeking 
assistance meeting the basic needs of life (rent, utilities, 
and food). Your generosity is appreciated. 

Toward a Healthier Church 
Numbers can tell us a great deal about the overall 
health of an organization. The table below provides a 
snapshot of where First Presbyterian Church is finan-
cially as we approach the end of 2025.  

At mid-year, we faced a financial crisis that threatened 
some of our ministries. Through faithful obedience to 
God, our covenant partners rose to the challenge, and 
we were able to reduce a significant deficit. In these 
last weeks of 2025, I encourage everyone to evaluate 
the commitment you made to support the ministry 
and mission of our church and “finish strong” in your 
support of First Presbyterian Church.

Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, so that there 
may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the 

test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open the  
windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a 

blessing until there is no more need. Malachi 3:10  

Staff Recognition 
First Presbyterian is fortunate to have a talented and 

dedicated church staff. This month we 
recognize Shurrie Marks on her em-
ployment anniversary as the Assistant 
Director of our Child Development 
Center. Shurrie joined our staff in 
December 2016. Thank you, Shurrie, 
we are grateful for your contribution to 

the ministry of First Presbyterian Church.

Stewardship Campaign

2025 Ministry Action 
Plan Budget Needs

$1,932,555.00

Average Weekly Need $37,164.00

Average Weekly Giving 
thru 11/30/2025

$35,337.00
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1 PETER 1
The General letter of 1 Peter offers hope and joy.  David 
Jeremiah (Jeremiah Bible Study Series 1 & 2 PETER) 
on page one asks: “What comes to your mind when you 
picture the words hope and joy?”   After reading 1 Peter 
and David Jeremiah’s lessons 1 and 2, I would say hope 
is my description of my place in the Kingdom of God 
for eternity. This is the salvation the gospel offers in 
the New Testament in the name of Jesus. As an elderly 
male who seeks to follow Christ my hope is to spend 
eternity with the LORD.  This brings me joy. Zach Wil-
liams in the song: “Old Church Choir” says “no one is 
going to steal my joy.” The promise of eternal life brings 
me joy. Many occurrences in my earthly life bring joy 
but joy in the LORD ranks above all earthly joy.

The recipients of 1Peter are identified as exiles (strang-
ers, aliens) scattered in the region of Northern Galatia. 
These Christians would be both Jewish Christians 
seeking safety from persecution in Israel and Gentiles 
who came into the Church from local communities.  
The common faith in Jesus as Lord would form a 
bond. Christianity appealed to them as a “living hope.”  
Eternal life appealed to them as an escape and reward 
from their present conditions of persecution, slavery, 
or poverty.

As I reflect upon my  own experience, I consider what 
appealed to me about following Jesus. As an older ado-
lescent, I sought meaning from my existence. The mes-
sage of the Church and of my reading the Bible brought 
me to Christ. This gave me meaning for my life. What 
brought you to Christ and the Church?
	
The Church always finds herself in a culture and 
society that can be hostile or in our case, apathetic.  
The Church in Florence offers hope, worship, truth of 
Scripture, and joy. Our hope is based on the resurrec-
tion of Jesus (1 Peter 1:3). This assurance of our own 
resurrection brings joy even in the midst of trials. Peter 
uses the concept and wording of salvation to create a 
reward for believers, trusting and following Jesus. The 
prophet’s witness to this salvation and the letter by Pe-
ter will point out the meaning of the Hebrew prophets.  
Peter and Paul as they write letters speak as prophets in 
the same way as the Hebrew prophets.

Anytime the New Testament is read and studied, the 
issue of the delay in Jesus’ second coming is addressed. 
The immediate return of Jesus is anticipated by each 
writer. There is a groaning by the Church for the com-
ing of Jesus a second time. He will come in glory with 
the Kingdom of God. We as Christ’s followers eagerly 
wait for our resurrection or the coming of Jesus (1 
Peter 1:10-12).
	
David Jeremiah makes an interesting statement: “It 
is possible to be moral and unholy but not holy and 
immoral.” 1 Peter transitions at 1 Peter 1:13 from 
salvation to holiness. The Christian is to strive to live a 
life of holiness. This holiness is based on God’s holi-
ness: “You shall be holy, for I am holy (1 Peter 1:16, 
Leviticus 11:44-45, 19:2, and 20:7).”  I understand holy 
living to be following the ethics of Jesus in his teaching 
in the New Testament and placing love as the primary 
motivation in life. The example of Jesus’ sacrificial love 
becomes a goal to strive for. Christians are to seek to be 
righteous as well as holy. There is a difference between 
holiness and righteousness, but both are needed for 
sanctification. Spiritual growth in Christ depends 
upon the good conduct and moral behavior as holiness 
is pursued. Also, spiritual growth depends upon the 
pursuit of justice in right living. Christians are to love 
one another as they set an example for others in moral 
living to work for equality for all.

Peter, in the letter and the Church in our day, offers 
salvation through trust in Christ’s work on the cross.  
His resurrection as the first fruits of humanity’s resur-
rection brings hope to all who trust God and Christ.  
Our striving for holiness ensures that the Christian will 
be obedient to the ethics of the Kingdom. Obedience 
to God’s way guarantees that God’s way is the path to 
holiness.

Pursuing Holiness
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Musically gifted? Be part of the ministry that lifts up, 
encourages, and leads the body of Christ through song 
in worship. Rehearsal times listed below:

Tuesdays 
1:30 p.m.	 Ladies’ Ensemble

Get involved in Music Ministry
Wednesdays
5 p.m.	 Chancel Handbell Choir 
6:15 p.m.	 Children’s Choir
7:30 p.m.	 Chancel Choir 

Praise Team: Schedule to be determined.
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We had a blast during the month of November! The 
preschool classes enjoyed learning about science with 
lots of science lab experiments, including dino bone 
excavations, erupting volcanos and slime making. 
Each class learned about the Pilgrims and Powhatans 
as we reenacted the first thanksgiving at our Thanks-
giving program. The children also enjoyed building 
friendships, chapel, music, play, arts, daily devotions 
and more. God is on the move while seeds are being 
planted in the hearts of the CDC children and staff.  

Preschool days full  
of lessons, thanksgiving
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1 

Hanging of  the Greens

2
Keenagers, noon
House of  Hope staff  party,  
   5 p.m.
Worship Team Meeting, 5 p.m. 

3 
WiM Bible Moderators, 5 p.m.
WiM Coordinating Team,  
   6 p.m.
Handbell Concert, 6:30 p.m.

4 
Girl Scouts Leaders Meeting,  
   6:30 p.m.

5 6 
  
 

7  
Second Sunday of Advent
Women’s Ministry Christmas 
Craft, 3 p.m. JFH
Living Nativity Rehearsal,  
   4:30 p.m.

8 
Girl Scouts, 4:30 p.m.
Enabling Team Meeting,  
   5:30 p.m.
WiM Women of  Grace,  
   6:30 p.m. 

9
WiM Joyful Hearts/Sonflowers,    
   10 a.m. Room 100
WiM Soul Sisters, noon Price
WiM Serenity, 3 p.m. LR
Living Nativity, 6:30 p.m.
 

10 
Veterans Brunch, 8 a.m.
Missions Team, 12:15 p.m.
WiM Christmas Party, 3 p.m.    
   Presbyterian Community
WiM Wednesday Night Women,  
   6:15 p.m. Parlor 
Living Nativity, 6:30 p.m. 
WiM PrayerWarriors, 6:30 p.m.

11
Youth: F.E. Pop’s, 7 a.m.
CDC Christmas Program,  
   6 p.m.

12
Parents Night Out, 5:45 p.m. 
   

13
Parking Lot Mission, 6 a.m.
WiM Bread & Fish, 9 a.m. 
  Room 100
Charli Moore Piano Recital,  
   11 a.m. and 3 p.m.

14 
Third Sunday of Advent
Confirmand Mentor lunch, noon
WiM Salty Sunday Sisters,  
   2 p.m. off  campus
Charli Moore Recital, 4 p.m. JFH 
  

15 16 
Evangelism & Discipleship   
   Team Meeting, 1:30 p.m. 
Fellowship Team Meeting,  
   5:30 p.m.

17
Personnel Team Meeting,  
    8:15 a.m.
Christmas Caroling, 3 p.m.

18 
Youth: Coffee, F.E. Pop’s

19 
 

20 
 

21  
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Winter begins
Blue Christmas, 3 p.m. 
   

22
CDC closed for the week 
WiM Women of  Grace,  
   6:30 p.m. off  campus

23 24 
Christmas Eve
Worship Services: 4 & 6 p.m.

25 
Christmas Day

26 
CDC, Church Office closed

27 
 

28
One Worship Service, 10 a.m.

29 
Girl Scouts, 4:30 p.m.

30 
CDC Music, 3 p.m.  

31 
New Year’s Eve
CDC closes at 2 p.m. 

1 
New Year’s Day 
CDC, church office closed

2 3

WEEKLY
 

SUNDAYS
• Contemporary Worship Service, 9 a.m. 
• Sunday School, 10 a.m. 
• Traditional Worship Service, 11 a.m.

MONDAYS
• CDC Bible Study, 12:15 p.m.
• Prayer Group, 2:30 p.m. 
• CDC Bible Study, 5:15 p.m.
• Selah Yoga, 5:30 p.m.
• Men’s Bible Study, 7 p.m. 

TUESDAYS
• Ladies’ Ensemble, 1:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAYS
• Youth Group, 5:30 p.m.
• Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 7:30 p.m.

THURSDAYS
• Men’s Bible Study, 7 a.m.
• Youth Coffee, 7 a.m. 
• Women’s Bible Study, 10:30 a.m.
• Good News Club, 2 p.m.
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Women in Ministry Circles

Salty Sunday Sisters
Meeting: 2:30 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 14,
	 Evelyn Childers’ home
Chairwoman: Alexis Morris

Women of Grace 
Meeting: 6:30 p.m. Monday, Dec. 8,		
	 Japonica Lane
Chairwoman: Betsey Moore
Bible Moderator: Charissa Canfield

Joyful Hearts and Sonflowers 
Meeting: 10 a.m. Tuesday, Dec. 9,		
	 Room 100
Chairwomen: Alice Caldwell and  
	 Nancy Thompson 
Bible Moderator: Betsy Olsen

Find a group that fits your schedule and commit to meeting regularly throughout the year. All circles gather the 
second full week of each month.

Soul Sisters
Meeting: Noon Tuesday, Dec. 9, 		
	 Price Classroom
Chairwoman: Carolyn Holland
Bible Moderator: Patti Hubbs

Serenity 
Meeting: 3 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 9, 		
	 Lawson-Rain Chapel
Chairwoman: Linda Smiley
Bible Moderator: Tabatha Davis

Prayer Warriors 
Meeting: 6:30 p.m. Wednesday,  
	 Dec. 10, church campus 	
Chairwoman: Amy Williams

Wednesday Night Women
Meeting: 6:15 p.m. Wednesday,  
         Dec. 10, Parlor
Chairwoman: Laura Marecal
Bible Moderator: Emily Whitehead

Disciples 
Meeting: Noon Thursday, Dec. 11, 		
	 off campus
Chairwoman: Janet Brand
Bible Moderator: Kimberly Packard

Bread and Fish 
Meeting: 9 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 13, 		
	 Room 100	
Chairwoman: Peggy Swearingen
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Chrismons Children’s Corner
The Children’s Corner began with Frances 
Kipps Spencer in 1957 on her first Christmas 
tree decorated with handmade white and gold 
Chrismons, a “monogram of Christ.” 
Our Children’s Corner traditionally is on 
the bottom of the tree on the left as you face 
the pulpit and choir. See if you can find the: 
Nativity, Angel, Mary, Joseph, Whale, Noah’s 
Ark, Fish in the Net, and the Basin and Towel.
There are many others handmade that you 
will recognize from scripture on our two trees 
to honor Jesus and to keep our Lord at the 
center of our Christmas celebration and Ad-
vent season at First Presbyterian Church.

The ministry of the 
handmade Chrismons 
on the trees at First 
Presbyterian dates back 
decades. See if you can 
find the ones in the 
Children’s Corner and 
notice the exquisite 
detail in the shields, 
stars, shepherds, etc., 
such as the “I am 
the Light” Chrismon 
pictured at left. 
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Sympathy 
Betty Bell, for the loss of her husband, Glenn Bell
Danny Jones, for the loss of his sister 
Family and friends of Janie Ray
Peggy Swearingen, for the loss of her father

SICK & recovering 
Kent Caudle			   Bob McLean	
Aubrey Crawford		  Lalla Saleeby
Dave and Linda Lawson	 Ginger Sullivan
		
EXTENDED CAre 
Lowman Home
Mac King
Presbyterian  
Community
Clariann Kellam
Nell Oliver

Households 
Flock 1: Wesley and Mackenzie Snow
Flock 2: Martha and Jess Nance
Flock 3: Andrew and Janna Buckner
Flock 4: Kelly, Allie, Mary Beth, and Gracie Hickey
Flock 5: Billie, Karen, Wells, and Collins McBride
Flock 6: Donald and Jane Heath
Flock 7: Nick and Holden Carter
Flock 8: John, Taylor, Elle, John, and Caroline Early

ELDErs 
Jim Dameron
Porter Stewart

deacons 
Daniel Jordan 
Frances Rogers

Missions 
A Choice to Make
OFCB Ministries, Haiti

Women in ministry 
Susie Jackson
Jayne Boswell

teachers 
Alexis Morris
Ellen Wilhoit

staff 
Kimberly Brauss
Montrice Simpson

CDC staff 
Mrs. Chasity
Ms. Debbie
Ms. Shurrie
 

flowers in the sanctuary 
December: Advent Poinsettias 

Do you have a friend or relative you would like  
to honor? Sign up to place flowers in the Sanctu-
ary. Please contact Genia Tyson at 843-992-8904. 

The Manor
Betty Bell
Joyce Floyd
Maria Whitehead

MEMorials
Glenn Bell
Janie Ray
Peggy Swearingen’s father, Hiram “Hickie” Allen
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DecemberDecember  BIRTHDAYS BIRTHDAYS 
DECember 1
William Jones
Allen McCall
Eloise Pittman

DECember 2
Jule Eldridge III
David Porter
Liza Commander
Mary Lynn Williamson

DECember 3
Bobbie Sue Bratton

DECEmber 4
Annette Eason
Vicky McCall
Joey McMillan
Madisen Spearman
Frank Stephens

DECember 5
Gracyn Alexander
Campbell Frost
Michele Lewis
Linda Westbrook
Emily Whitehead
Amelia Whitehead

DECember 6
William Hemmingsen
Matt Tyler

DECember 7
Will McMillan

DECember 9
Powers Rogers

DECember 10
Jule Eldridge IV

DECember 11
Gracie Hickey
Marie O’Harra

DECember 12
Taylor Early
John Wyatt Temple

DECember 14
DeAnn Tiller
Isam Zakhour

DECember 15
Ellis Howell
Meg Temple
Nancy Thompson

DECember 16
Chris Alexander
Nick Carter
Caroline Genoble
Cory Swearingen
Kyle Swearingen
Jackie Williams

DECember 17
Jude Anderson
Nik Casstevens
Mary Beth Hickey
Brittany Mimms
Melanie Neal

DECember 18
David Banner
Jacqueline Clancy
George Harrington
Rebecca Haynes
Dave O’Harra

DECember 19
Meredith Banner
Olivia Emert
Palmer Kirkpatrick
Darby Moore
Cille Scott

DECember 20
Haley Davis

DECember 21
David Achegenui
Blue Anderson
Elizabeth Coward
Sam Dozier
Kara Morgan
Hughes Page
Carolyn Vaught

DECember 22
Sarah Nell Harwell

DECember 23
Ashley Rockhill

DECember 24
Hannah Tolson

DECember 25
Morgan Armstrong
Amy Wood

DECember 26
Laurel Casstevens
Bridge Jernigan
Caroline Toniolo

DECember 27
Melissa Bush
Allen Griffin
Mike Lavespere
Milton Morris

DECember 28
Ellison Armstrong
Kendall Babb
Laura Marechal

DECember 29
Hayns Harris 
Ian Johnson
Melba Whitesides

DECember 30
Jack Halus
Paulina Halus
Melanie Hemmingsen
Kate Moore
Tara Newton
Teresa Stewart
Brent Tiller

DECember 31
Cynthia Knudsen
Mary Catherine  
     Rawlinson
Nigel Watt
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Dear Church Family, 
A few weeks ago, I had the honor of leading the new 
Faith in Motion Sunday school class. I admit I was 
nervous because teaching adults is hard for me. Give 
me children or youth any day. Then to top it off, 
Pastor Stuart decided to join us! Thankfully, every-
one survived and seemed to enjoy the conversation.  
The topic was about being a disciple. I asked what 
words come to mind when you hear disciple or dis-
cipleship? Some answers included surrender, follow, 
obey, etc. 
The class then divided into groups to look at what 
the Bible teaches about being a disciple. Some of 
the words mentioned from scripture included God’s 
will, deny self, give it all away, and go. 
In reflection, most of the responses were action 
words — what we do as a disciple of Christ. 
During my time with the class, I asked: “How are 
you doing as a disciple?” What about you, FPC 
Church family, how are you doing as a disciple of 
Jesus Christ? Are you able to surrender all, obey, 
follow, deny self?  I admit I fall short daily; I am 
perfectly imperfect and God knows it. Yet, God also 
knows my heart, just like He knows yours, too.  
As we enter Advent, I want to challenge you as 
disciples of Christ, to surrender, to follow, to obey, 
to make time to meditate and share with people, 
including your children, grandchildren, and those 
alike, the reason we celebrate Advent and Christ-
mas. It reminds us how God fulfilled His promise 
to send a Savior who would redeem humanity (you) 
from sin and bring peace between God and man-
kind (peace between God and you). This season fo-
cuses on hope, peace, joy, and love — all that comes 
from the Lord. It also looks forward to when Christ 
returns and what a glorious day that will be for you 
and me!  
I challenge you to remember and live out the life we 
have been given; it is not about us. It’s about Him. 
He is the reason we are here.  
May we grow in our relationship with Him. Allow-
ing Him to shine through us, as we go about each 
day, growing as His disciples while making a differ-
ence in the world. 
Much love, 
Kelly

Dear Church Family,
As we enter Advent — a season filled with hope, won-
der, and holy expectation — I was recently reminded 
how surprising and beautiful God’s world can be.
One night in November (yes, November, right here in 
South Carolina!), my mom called and said, “Go look 
outside… it’s snowing!” Naturally, I told her it was 
probably sleet because of the cold — or maybe just 
rain. But she insisted. So, I looked.
And sure enough, big, fluffy snowflakes were fall-
ing from the sky. Real snow. In November. I was so 
stunned I just stood there, completely amazed. I hon-
estly don’t think I’ve ever seen that in my lifetime! And 
because I could hardly believe it myself, I immediately 
started calling and texting friends and family saying, 
“Go look outside!! It’s SNOWING!”
That moment of unexpected wonder made me think 
about the shepherds on the very first Christmas. They 
were going about an ordinary routine on an ordinary 
hillside … until suddenly the sky filled with light and 
an angel told them the most extraordinary news the 
world had ever heard: 
“A Savior has been born to you.” And what did they do? 
They went and saw — and then they ran to tell everyone. 
They couldn’t keep that joy to themselves.
I love thinking about that — how the shepherds’ first 
response to meeting Jesus was to share the good news 
with everyone around them. And it made me ask my-
self: Do I still respond to God that way?
With that same joy, that same wonder, that same urgen-
cy to share what I’ve seen and experienced?
This December, that is my prayer for myself and for all.
That we would rediscover the awe.
That we would notice the moments of God’s presence 
— big or small.
That we would be so moved by the love of Christ that 
we can’t help but tell others. Not just about snowfall 
in November… but about the Savior who came for us, 
lives with us, and is still at work among us.
As we journey toward Christmas, may we look for 
wonder, welcome surprise, and share the good news 
with joy — just like the shepherds did so long ago.
In Christ’s love,
Kaiti Bryant
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During Sunday worship, following the Message for Young Disciples, our 3K–5K children are invited to Children in Wor-
ship. This program is designed to help young children engage with worship and experience Bible stories in an age-appro-
priate way, all within their own special worship space.

Date	 Time 	 Teacher		  Assistant
December 7	 9 a.m.	 Susan Snow		  Abby Ansley
	 11 a.m. 	 Kimberly Packard	  	 Becka Tuttle

December 14	 9 a.m.	 Susan Snow		  Eliza Spencer
	 11 a.m. 	 Kimberly Packard 	  	 Jan Green
		

December 21	 9 a.m.	 Susan Snow		  Linda Smiley
	 11 a.m. 	 Kimberly Packard		  Ellen Wilhoit

December 28	 10 a.m.	 Susan Snow		  Marla Slaughter
	

Children in Worship Leader and Volunteer Schedule

Join us for this year’s Living Nativity on Tuesday, 
December 9, and Wednesday, December 10. 
The story of Christ’s birth will be brought to life by our 
sixth-graders along with the 3K–fifth grade angel choir. 
Dress rehearsal for Angel Choir and Cast will take place 
from 4:30 to 6 p.m. Sunday, December 7, on the front 
steps of the sanctuary.
Should you have any questions or need additional infor-
mation, please contact Kaiti Bryant, kbryant@florence-
first.org. 

Parents’ Night Out!
5:45–9 p.m. Friday, December 12

Registration closes December 9 — Secure your spot with QR code

Parents, enjoy a relaxing evening while your kids have a Christmas 
adventure at church! Children from nursery to fifth grade will experi-
ence their very own Christmas Drive-In Movie Night, complete with:
• Building and decorating their own cardboard “cars” to sit in
• Pizza, games, crafts, and story time
• A showing of The Star: The Story of the First Christmas
• A short Bible lesson on our journey to Jesus
This special evening gives parents a break while kids enjoy a safe, fun-
filled night celebrating the true meaning of Christmas.
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In November, our Cub Scouts enjoyed an 
afternoon out at the Whitehead’s. Tug of war, 
three-legged races, sack races, Weave White-
head leading campfire songs and a sawdust hunt 
all fun in the outdoors.
In December, our Cub Scouts will be helping with 
the Wreaths Across America service project.
If interested in our Cub Scout ministry, contact 
Jack Hofler, jack.hofler@gmail.com.

Cub Scouts gather for afternoon of fun
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November was a blur! Youth attended the Eastern 
Carolina Agricultural Fair at the beginning of the 
month. We made shoe boxes again for Operation 
Christmas Child, held our first outdoor movie and 
campfire night and had a surprise Friendsgiving 
feast.

We traveled back to Montreat, N.C., for our Fall 
Retreat. Our time was filled with quiet times, hik-
ing, spending time in downtown Black Mountain, 
a plank challenge, Red Rover, and getting to know 
one another better. A big thank you to Merrette 
Dowdell, Caroline Genoble, and The Blankenships 
for volunteering, driving, and helping lead.

Please be sure to visit our Holiday Markets after 
each service on Sundays, and the Living Nativity, 
December 9 and 10. We are excited about all the 
new, and old favorite gifts we are making to help 
you shop for the special people in your life and help 
support the youth in raising money for their summer 
2026 trips.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday Night Youth Group (December 3, 10, 
and 17) 5:30 – 7:15 p.m.

Food, raffles, and service projects! Dinner provided. 
12/10: *LIVING NATIVITY* Youth will attend. 
12/17: *CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS and MOVIE 
NIGHT*

Coffee at F.E. Pops (December 4, 11, and 18) 7 a.m. 
– Until 
12/18: *THIRD ANNUAL COOKIE SWAP* Bring a 
batch of your favorite cookies to share!

Christmas Party (December 5) 5:30-10 p.m. AND 
Lock-in! (December 5-6) 10 p.m.-7 a.m. 
We will have a white elephant gift exchange, pro-
gressive dinner, and a Christmas party making stops 
at three houses. Bring a gift for the game and bring a 
friend! We will go back to the church and straight into 
a lock-in! Bring clothes, pillow, and sleeping bag for 
the night. 
Please sign up by Wednesday, December 3.

Sunday School (December 7, 14, and 21) 10– 10:50 
a.m. Light breakfast served.

Fall Retreat successful in Montreat

Holiday Market (December 7, 9, 10, 14, and 21) 
The youth will make more Christmas gifts and decorations 
for people to buy/donate toward their summer trips. More 
information to follow!

Small Groups (December 7) 5 – 7 p.m. Dinner provided. 

Parent’s Night Out (December 12) 4:30 – 10 p.m. 
Youth will be helping Miss Kaiti again with the children 
for Parents Night Out.

Paintball (December 14) 1 – 6 p.m.
We will go to Pee Dee Paintball. Cost is $45. Snacks and 
water provided. Bring a friend! 
Please sign up and pay by Wednesday, December 10.

Christmas Caroling (December 17) 3 p.m. 
Join us as we travel to different covenant partners homes 
and sing to them!

Charlotte Hornets Basketball Game (December 18) 
**HIGH SCHOOL ONLY** 
We will travel to Charlotte, N.C., for most of the day to 
hang around town and then attend the Hornets basketball 
game at 7 p.m. Please sign up and pay ASAP.

Pee Dee Ice Cats Hockey Game (December 19) 7 p.m.
We will meet at the Florence Center. Tickets start at $16. 
Once I have numbers, I can give you the exact price. They 
only take cards, or you can bring cash, and I will purchase 
the tickets in advance. Please sign up and pay ASAP.

Campfire and Outdoor Movie Night (December 28) 
Join us as we make s’mores and memories! We will meet 
at The Packard’s house (115 S Franklin Drive). Bring a 
friend!




